
 

Appendix C 

APPENDIX C 
 

Early Coordination 



 
 

 

 

It comes down to people and their experiences | Together, We Will 

550 Union St. | Mishawaka, IN 46544 | p 574.259.9976 | www.troyergroup.com 

June 26, 2020 
 
Re:   Early Coordination 

Des. No. 1600701 
SR 149 and Robbins Rd. (CR 875) Intersection Improvement, Porter County, Indiana 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and Federal highway Administration (FHWA) intend to 
proceed with a project involving the aforementioned intersection in Porter County. This letter is part of the 
early coordination phase of the environmental review process. We are requesting comments from your area of 
expertise regarding any possible environmental effects associated with this project. Please use the above 
designation number and description in your reply. We will incorporate your comments into a study of the 
project’s environmental impacts. 
 
The project is located at the intersection of SR 149 and CR 875, locally known as Robbins Rd. in north central 
Porter County, 2.88 miles southeast of the City of Portage. This section of SR 149 is an Other Principal Arterial, 
and Robbins Rd. is a Major Collector. The existing intersection is stop-controlled along Robbins Rd., and free-
flow going north/south along SR 149.  The current intersection is experiencing mainline crashes due to lack of 
left-turn lanes and the minor road has difficulty pulling out across SR 149 due to poor sight distance to the 
north, resulting in crashes.  
 
The proposed scope of work for the project is to provide left-turn lanes along SR 149 and to increase sight 
distance by changing the vertical alignment of SR 149 near the intersection, thereby meeting sight distance 
requirements. SR 149 will be reconstructed within the project limits. Grading must occur outside the roadway 
shoulder to ensure proper slopes are achieved prior to tie-ins to existing grades.  Drainage culverts beneath the 
Robbins Rd. approaches, beneath SR 149, and beneath existing driveways and field access drives will be 
replaced.  
 
Between 1.0 and 2.0 acres of new permanent right-of-way are anticipated, all of which will be acquired from 
within the “Environmental Review Area” illustrated in Exhibit 3.  The maintenance of traffic plan has yet to be 
completed, but to the amount of earthwork on this project will likely require a full closure of the intersection.  
Construction is anticipated to begin in Spring, 2022. 
 
Land use in the vicinity of the project area is primarily farmland, with a residential property located on the 
intersection’s southwest corner. A Red Flag Investigation was performed by Troyer Group and located no 
significant items of concern. A Regulated Waters Delineation was completed in March 2020, and has 
preliminarily identified a series of roadside ditches, none of which displayed characteristics that would result 
in them being classified as jurisdictional features.  Ditches will require re-grading as part of the proposed 
improvements, but it is not anticipated that permits will be necessary for this work. 
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This project qualifies for the application of the USFWS range-wide programmatic informal consultation for the 
Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat and project information will be submitted through USFWS’s 
Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) separately. The Troyer Group is investigating areas of 
additional right-of-way for archaeological and historic resources for Section 106 compliance. The results of this 
investigation will be forwarded to the State Preservation office (SHPO) for review and concurrence. 
 
Should we not receive your response within thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this letter, it will be 
assumed that your agency feels that there will be no adverse effects incurred as a result of the proposed 
project. However, should you find that an extension to the response time is necessary, a reasonable amount 
may be granted upon request. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact C.J . 
Cunningham at The Troyer Group by emailing cjc@troyergroup.com or calling 574-259-9976 ex. 5006, or 
INDOT project manager Michael Grylewicz at MGrylewicz@indot.IN.gov. Thank you in advance for your 
input. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
____________________ 
C.J. Cunningham 
Manager – Environmental Services 
The Troyer Group 
 
Attachments:   Exhibit 1 – Project Location Map 
  Exhibit 2 – USGS Map 
  Exhibit 3 – Project Area Aerial with Photo Orientation 
  Project Area Photos 
    
cc: Indiana Geological Survey, Environmental Geology Section 

National Park Service, Midwest Regional Office 
Federal Highway Administration 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish and Wildlife 
US Department of Housing & Urban Development, Chicago Regional Office 
Indiana Department of Transportation, Public Involvement Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Northern Indiana Sub-Office 
Department of the Army, Chicago District, Corps of Engineers 
National Park Service 
US Department of Agriculture, National Resources Conservation Service 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
INDOT, LaPorte District Office, Environmental Section Manager 
Porter County Surveyor 
Porter County Council 
Porter County Commissioners 
Porter County Director of Stormwater Management 
Porter County Engineering 
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner 
 

 

 

June 26, 2020 
 
TO: Rich Hudson, MS4 Coordinator 
 Porter County 
 155 Indiana Ave, Suite 311 
 Valparaiso, IN 46383 
 
FROM: C.J. Cunningham 
 Troyer Group (on behalf of INDOT LaPorte District) 
 550 Union Street 
 Mishawaka, IN 46544 
 
RE: Early Notification 
 INDOT DES Number:  1600701 
 Location:  SR 149 at Robbins Rd. (CR 875) 
 Description:  Intersection Improvement 
 
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) intend to 
proceed with the above project.  You are being notified because this project lies within an Urbanized Area 
Boundary (UAB). In accordance with 327 IAC 15-13 (Rule 13 - Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems), 
INDOT has developed a Storm Water Quality Management Plan (SWQMP).   
 
As part of its implementation, projects falling within the UAB will be required to consider appropriate post 
construction storm water quality best management practices (BMPs).  These BMPs should take into 
consideration the available space, pollutants of concern and receiving waters.  
 
This letter is for notification purposes only, and no action is required by you; however, if you would like to 
provide your input on water quality concerns, please provide this information within thirty (30) calendar days 
from the date of this letter to the undersigned.  Should we not receive your response within the specified 
timeframe, it will be assumed that your agency does not have additional concerns about water quality issues 
resulting from the proposed project. Should you find that an extension to the response time is necessary, a 
reasonable amount of time may be granted upon request. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please 
feel free to contact C.J. Cunningham of the Troyer Group, at (574) 259-9976 or cjc@troyergroup.com.  Thank 
you in advance for your attention to this matter.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
C.J. Cunningham, Manager – Environmental Services 
Troyer Group 
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner 

June 15, 2021 

Re: Early Coordination Addendum – Investigation Area Extension 
Des. No. 1600701 
SR 149 at Robbins Rd. Intersection Improvement, Porter County, Indiana 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) intend to 
proceed with a project involving the aforementioned intersection in Lake County. Previously, an early 
coordination letter was distributed on June 26, 2020. Since the distribution of this letter, the project scope has 
been changed.  

The previous early coordination letter included graphics that had the northern terminus of the project area 
located approximately 150 ft. south of the SR 149 bridge over Salt Creek. As the project design was further 
developed, improvements outside of the original investigation area up to the south bank of Salt Creek were 
determined to be necessary. These improvements will include slope regrading, tree clearing, and the placement 
of riprap along the bank of Salt Creek. Field investigation and a revised Waters of the U.S. Report covering this 
expanded investigation area will be completed by Cardno, Inc.  

The project was determined by INDOT CRO to meet the criteria of the Minor Projects Programmatic Agreement 
category B-3 on June 19, 2020. The project scope modifications introduced in this letter will be evaluated against 
the approved determination and re-assessed as necessary.  

We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects associated 
with this change. Please use the above designation number and description in your reply. We will incorporate 
your comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts. Should we not receive your response within 
thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this letter, it will be assumed that your agency feels that there will be 
no adverse effects incurred as a result of the proposed project modification. However, should you find that an 
extension to the response time is necessary, a reasonable amount may be granted upon request. If you have any 
questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact James Landry at The Troyer Group by emailing 
jlandry@troyergroup.com or calling 256-633-0283 or INDOT project manager Michael Grylewicz at 
MGrylewicz@indot.IN.gov. Thank you in advance for your input. 

Sincerely, 

____________________ 
James Landry 
Manager - Environmental Services 
The Troyer Group 
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Attachments:   Exhibit 1 – Project Location Map 
Exhibit 2 – USGS Map 
Exhibit 3 - Photo Orientation Map 
Project Area Photos 

cc: Federal Highway Administration 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish and Wildlife 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Northern Indiana Sub-Office 
Department of the Army, Chicago District, Corps of Engineers 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
INDOT, LaPorte District Office, Environmental Coordinator 
US Department of Agriculture, National Resources Conservation Service 
Porter County Surveyor 
Porter County Director of Stormwater Management 
Porter County Plan Commission, Executive Director
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From: McCloskey, Elizabeth
To: CJ Cunningham
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Early Coordination, INDOT Des. No. 1600701, SR 149 at Robbins Rd (CR 875) Intersection

Improvement
Date: Monday, June 29, 2020 10:55:56 AM

Good morning, because the proposed project will have minor impacts on natural resources, and no Federally
endangered species are known to be present, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will not be providing a comment
letter.

Elizabeth McCloskey
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Northern Indiana Suboffice
Ecological Services
Chesterton, Indiana
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Organization and Project Information

Project ID: 
Des. ID: 1600701
Project Title: SR 149 at Robbins Rd. Int. Improvement
Name of Organization: The Troyer Group
Requested by: CJ Cunningham

Environmental Assessment Report

Geological Hazards:
High liquefaction potential
Floodway

1.

Mineral Resources:
Bedrock Resource: Moderate Potential 
Sand and Gravel Resource: Low Potential 

2.

Active or abandoned mineral resources extraction sites:
None documented in the area

3.

*All map layers from Indiana Map (maps.indiana.edu) 

DISCLAIMER: 
This document was compiled by Indiana University, Indiana Geological Survey, using data believed to be accurate; however, a degree of error is
inherent in all data. This product is distributed "AS-IS" without warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, including but not limited to
warranties of suitability to a particular purpose or use. No attempt has been made in either the design or production of these data and document to
define the limits or jurisdiction of any federal, state, or local government. The data used to assemble this document are intended for use only at the
published scale of the source data or smaller (see the metadata links below) and are for reference purposes only. They are not to be construed as a
legal document or survey instrument. A detailed on-the-ground survey and historical analysis of a single site may differ from these data and this
document.

This information was furnished by Indiana Geological Survey
Address: 420 N. Walnut St., Bloomington, IN 47404
Email: IGSEnvir@indiana.edu

  Phone: 812 855-7428 Date: July 07, 2020

Privacy Notice
 
Copyright © 2015 The Trustees of Indiana University,

 
Copyright Complaints
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Privacy Notice
 
Copyright © 2015 The Trustees of Indiana University,

 
Copyright Complaints
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Metadata: 
https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Seismic_Earthquake_Liquefaction_Potential.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Industrial_Minerals_Sand_Gravel_Resources.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Hydrology/Floodplains_FIRM.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Bedrock_Geology.html

Privacy Notice
 
Copyright © 2015 The Trustees of Indiana University,

 
Copyright Complaints
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DNR #:

Requestor:

Project:

Request Received:ER-22763

The Troyer Group Inc.
CJ Cunningham
550 Union Street
Mishawaka, IN  46544-2340

June 26, 2020

SR 149 and Robbins Road (CR 875 North) intersection improvement with vertical sight
correction and added turn lanes, 2.88 miles southeast of Portage; Des #1600701

County/Site info: Porter

Regulatory Assessment: This proposal may require the formal approval of our agency pursuant to the Flood
Control Act (IC 14-28-1) for any proposal to construct, excavate, or fill in or on the
floodway of Salt Creek.  Please submit more detailed plans to the Division of Water’s
Technical Services Section if you are unsure whether or not a permit will be required.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked.
To date, no plant or animal species listed as state or federally threatened, endangered,
or rare have been reported to occur in the project vicinity.

Fish & Wildlife Comments: We recommend a mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with the permit
application, if required) for any unavoidable habitat impacts that will occur.  The DNR's
Habitat Mitigation guidelines (and plant lists) can be found online at:
http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac/20200527-IR-312200284NRA.xml.pdf.

Impacts to non-wetland forest of one (1) acre or more should be mitigated at a minimum
2:1 ratio.  If less than one acre of non-wetland forest is removed in a rural setting,
replacement should be at a 1:1 ratio based on area.  Impacts to non-wetland forest
under one (1) acre in an urban setting should be mitigated by planting five trees, at least
2 inches in diameter-at-breast height (dbh), for each tree which is removed that is 10"
dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation based on the number of large trees) or by using the 1:1
replacement ratio based on area depending on the type of habitat impacted (individual
canopy tree removal in an urban streetscape or park-like environment versus removal
of habitat supporting a tree canopy, woody understory, and herbaceous layer). Impacts
under 0.10 acre in an urban area may still involve the replacement of large diameter
trees but typically do not require any additional mitigation or additional plantings beyond
seeding and stabilizing disturbed areas. There are exceptions for high quality habitat
sites however.

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced
project per your request.  Our agency offers the following comments for your
information and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations
contained in this letter may become requirements of any permit issued.  If we do not
have permitting authority, all recommendations are voluntary.

*NOTE: This project is within the Lake Michigan Coastal Program's boundary; therefore,
it may be subject to Federal Consistency (FC) review.  Please go to
http://www.in.gov/dnr/lakemich/files/20070214-IR-312070085NRA.xml.pdf (Section III,
pages 8-16) to see the federal activities that require a project to go through the FC
process which is outlined at http://www.in.gov/dnr/lakemich/6041.htm.

State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

Christie L. Stanifer
Environ. Coordinator
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Date: July 24, 2020

The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or
compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources:
1.  Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas with a mixture of grasses (excluding all
varieties of tall fescue), legumes, and native shrub and hardwood tree species as soon
as possible upon completion.
2.  Do not excavate in the waterway and minimize disturbance to bank vegetation and
contain disturbance to within the project limits.
3.  Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bat or Northern Long-eared bat roosting
(greater than 5 inches dbh, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks,
crevices, or cavities) from April 1 through September 30.
4.  Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be
implemented to prevent sediment from entering the stream or leaving the construction
site; maintain these measures until construction is complete and all disturbed areas are
stabilized.
5.  Do not excavate or place fill in any riparian wetland.

Contact Staff: Christie L. Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service.  Please contact the above
staff member at (317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance.
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Indiana State Office 

6013 Lakeside Boulevard 
Indianapolis, IN 46278 

317-290-3200 

Helping People Help the Land. 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

July 13, 2020 
 
C. J. Cunningham 
The Troyer Group 
550 Union Street 
Mishawaka, Indiana 46544 
 
Dear Mr. Cunningham: 
 
The proposed project to make intersection improvements at State Road 149 and Robbins Road in 
Porter County, Indiana, (Des No 1600701) as referred to in your letter received June 26, 2020, 
will cause a conversion of prime farmland. 
 
The attached packet of information is for your use competing Parts VI and VII of the AD-1006.  
After completion, the federal funding agency needs to forward one copy to NRCS for our 
records. 

If you need additional information, please contact John Allen at 317-295-5859. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
RICK NEILSON 
State Soil Scientist 
 
Enclosures 
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Indiana State Office 

6013 Lakeside Boulevard 
Indianapolis, IN 46278 

317-290-3200 

Helping People Help the Land. 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

June 23, 2021 
 
James Landry  
The Troyer Group 
550 Union Street 
Mishawaka, Indiana  46544 
 
Dear Mr. Landry: 
 
The proposed project to make intersection improvements at State Road 149 and Robbins Road in 
Porter County, Indiana (Des No 1600701), as referred to in your letter received June 15, 2021, 
will cause a conversion of prime farmland. 
 
The attached packet of information is for your use completing Parts VI and VII of the AD-1106. 
After completion, the federal funding agency needs to forward one copy to NRCS for our 
records. 
 
If you need additional information, please contact John Allen at 317-295-5859. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
RICK NEILSON 
State Soil Scientist 
 
Enclosures 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 
PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)      Date Of Land Evaluation Request      

Name of Project      Federal Agency Involved      

Proposed Land Use      County and State      

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)      Date Request Received By 
NRCS                    

Person Completing Form: 

   Does the site contain Prime, Unique, Statewide or Local Important Farmland? 

   (If no, the FPPA does not apply - do not complete additional parts of this form) 

  YES      NO 
             

Acres Irrigated 
      

Average Farm Size 

      

   Major Crop(s) 

      

Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction 

Acres:                %       

Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA 

Acres:               %      

Name of Land Evaluation System Used 

      

Name of State or Local Site Assessment System 

      

Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS 

      

Alternative Site Rating PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency) 
Site A Site B Site C Site D 

   A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly                         

   B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly                         

   C. Total Acres In Site                         

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS)  Land Evaluation Information     

   A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland                         

   B. Total Acres Statewide Important or Local Important Farmland                         

   C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted                         

   D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value                         

PART V (To be completed by NRCS)  Land Evaluation Criterion 
              Relative Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points) 

                        

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency)   Site Assessment Criteria 
(Criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5 b. For Corridor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) 

Maximum
Points 

Site A Site B Site C Site D 

   1.  Area In Non-urban Use  (15)                         

   2.  Perimeter In Non-urban Use  (10)                         

   3.  Percent Of Site Being Farmed  (20)                         

   4.  Protection Provided By State and Local Government  (20)                         

   5.  Distance From Urban Built-up Area  (15)                         

   6.  Distance To Urban Support Services  (15)                         

   7.  Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average  (10)                         

   8.  Creation Of Non-farmable Farmland  (10)                         

   9.  Availability Of Farm Support Services  (5)                         

   10. On-Farm Investments  (20)                         

   11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services  (10)                         

   12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use  (10)                         

   TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160                         

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)      

   Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100                         

   Total Site Assessment (From Part VI above or local site assessment) 160                         

   TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260                         

 

Site Selected:       

 

Date Of Selection       

Was A Local Site Assessment Used? 

              YES                 NO   

Reason For Selection:      

      

      

      

Name of Federal agency representative completing this form:       Date:       
(See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (03-02) 

DES1600701_SR149_Robbins Road (CR875)_rev  FWHA
Transportation (Turn Lane/drainage) Porter, Indiana

6/15/2021  JRA

✔   275 ac

Corn  234883  88   77 207152

LESA  6/23/2021

 0.0 2.93
0.0 0.0
0.0  2.93

 
 2.17
 0.00
 <0.001
 63

79

7
10
7
0
5
5
0
0
4

10
0
0

0 48 0 0

0 79 0 0
0 48 0 0
0 127 0 0

Site B  8/20/2021 ✔

Site A represents the "No-build" alternative, and would not meet the project's purpose and need.   

  

 Site A: No Build    Site B: ROW will be revised to 2.93 ac
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United States Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
Indiana Field Office (ES) 

620 South Walker Street 

Bloomington, IN  47403-2121 

Phone:  (812) 334-4261  Fax:  (812) 334-4273 

 

July 19, 2021 

 

 

 

Mr. James Landry 

The Troyer Group 

c/o Indiana Department of Transportation 

100 North Senate Avenue, Room N642 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 

 

Project No.:  Des. 1600701 

Project:         SR 149 at Robbins Road and Salt Creek 

Location:      South Haven, Porter County 

 

Dear Mr. Landry: 

 

This responds to your letter dated June 15, 2021, requesting our comments on the 

aforementioned project. 

 

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination 

Act (l6 U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental 

Policy Act of l969, the Endangered Species Act of l973, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 

Mitigation Policy. 

 

The proposed project consists of the reconstruction/improvement of the SR 149 intersection with 

Robbins Road, with work extending north along SR 149 to the south bank of Salt Creek.  Slope 

regrading, tree clearing, and placement of riprap will occur along the south bank of the creek at 

the bridge.  A wetlands/wates investigation has not yet been completed at the bridge, but some 

riparian trees in the southeast and southwest quadrants may need to be removed.  

 

The Salt Creek corridor provides valuable habitat for wildlife, and the creek is a salmonid 

stream.  Therefore, we request that the loss of riparian trees be mitigated as close to the project 

impact site as possible, preferably along the river or a nearby tributary.  We support the woodland 

mitigation guidelines of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources contained in their 

Information Bulletin #17 (http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20200527-IR-

312200284NRA.xml.pdf) which states that the mitigation ratio for non-wetland floodway forest  
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losses of more than 1 acre is to be 2:1 (2 acres replanted for every acre destroyed), planted as 

close to the impact site as possible; loss of less than an acre is to be mitigated at a 1:1 ratio or 5 

trees for each lost tree of 10 inches dbh or greater.  If any of the woodland that would be removed 

is forested wetland, the mitigation ratio is 4:1.  This tree replacement requirement is not related 

to any possible mitigation needed for potential impact to the Indiana bat or northern long-eared 

bat under the range-wide programmatic informal consultation process.    

 

ENDANGERED SPECIES 

 

The proposed project is within the range of the Federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) 

and the threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).  The impacts to the 2 bat 

species will be evaluated utilizing the Section 7 Range-wide Programmatic Consultation process.  

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this proposed project.  For further discussion, 

please contact Elizabeth McCloskey at elizabeth_mccloskey@fws.gov. 

 

                                                                                       Sincerely yours, 

 

                                                                                 /s/ Elizabeth S. McCloskey 

 

                                                                                 for Scott E. Pruitt 

                                                                                       Supervisor 

 

Sent via email July 19, 2021; no hard copy to follow. 
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DNR #:

Requestor:

Project:

Request Received:ER-22763-1

The Troyer Group Inc.
James Landry
3930 Edison Lakes Parkway
Mishawaka, IN  46545

June 16, 2021

SR 149 and Robbins Road (CR 875 North) intersection improvement with vertical sight
correction and added turn lanes, 2.88 miles southeast of Portage; Des #1600701: slope
regrading, tree clearing, and riprap placement on the south bank of Salt Creek added

County/Site info: Porter

Regulatory Assessment: This proposal will require the formal approval for construction in a floodway under the
Flood Control Act, IC 14-28-1.  Please submit a copy of this letter with the permit
application.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked.
To date, no plant or animal species listed as state or federally threatened, endangered,
or rare have been reported to occur in the project vicinity.

Fish & Wildlife Comments: All of the recommendations in our previous letter dated July 24, 2020 still apply.
However, we offer the following additional recommendations: 

1) Bank Stabilization: 
Establishing vegetation along the banks is critical for stabilization and erosion control. In
addition to vegetation, some other form of bank stabilization may be needed. While hard
armoring alone (e.g. riprap or glacial stone) may be needed in certain instances, soft
armoring and bioengineering techniques should be considered first. In many instances,
one or more methods are necessary to increase the likelihood of vegetation
establishment. Combining vegetation with most bank stabilization methods can provide
additional bank protection and help reduce impacts upon fish and wildlife. Information
about bioengineering techniques can be found at
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20120404-IR-312120154NRA.xml.pdf. Also, the
following is a USDA/NRCS document that outlines many different bioengineering
techniques for streambank stabilization: http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/17553.wba. 

Riprap must not be placed in the active thalweg channel or placed in the streambed in a
manner that precludes fish or aquatic organism passage (riprap must not be placed
above the existing streambed elevation). Riprap may be used only at the toe of the
sideslopes up to the ordinary high water mark (OHWM). The banks above the OHWM
must be restored, stabilized, and revegetated using geotextiles and a mixture of
grasses, sedges, wildflowers, shrubs, and trees native to Northern Indiana and
specifically for stream bank/floodway stabilization purposes as soon as possible upon
completion. The new, replacement, or rehabbed structure, and any bank stabilization
under the structure, should not create conditions that are less favorable for wildlife
passage under the structure compared to the current conditions. 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced
project per your request.  Our agency offers the following comments for your
information and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations
contained in this letter may become requirements of any permit issued.  If we do not
have permitting authority, all recommendations are voluntary.

State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

Christie L. Stanifer
Environ. Coordinator
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Date: July 16, 2021

2) Wetland Habitat: 
Due to the presence or potential presence of wetland habitat on site, we recommend
contacting and coordinating with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management
(IDEM) 401 program and also the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 404 program.
Impacts to wetland habitat should be mitigated at the appropriate ratio according to the
1991 INDOT/IDNR/USFWS Memorandum of Understanding. 

The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or
compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources:
1.  Minimize and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the clearing
of trees and brush.
2.  Do not work in the waterway from March 15 through June 15 and from July 15
through November 30 without the prior written approval of the Division of Fish and
Wildlife.
3.  Do not excavate in the low flow area except for the placement of piers, foundations,
and riprap, or removal of the old structure.
4.  Do not construct any temporary runarounds, access bridges, causeways,
cofferdams, diversions, or pumparounds.
5.  Use minimum average 6 inch graded riprap stone extended below the normal water
level to provide habitat for aquatic organisms in the voids.
6.  Do not use broken concrete as riprap.
7.  Underlay the riprap with a bedding layer of well graded aggregate or a geotextile to
prevent piping of soil underneath the riprap.
8.  Minimize the movement of resuspended bottom sediment from the immediate project
area.
9.  Do not deposit or allow demolition/construction materials or debris to fall or
otherwise enter the waterway.
10.  Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other
methods that are 3:1 or steeper with erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty,
biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize
the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles (follow
manufacturer's recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply mulch
on all other disturbed areas.

Contact Staff: Christie L. Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service.  Please contact the above
staff member at (317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance.
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October 11, 2021

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Indiana Ecological Services Field Office

620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2020-SLI-2244 
Event Code: 03E12000-2022-E-00239  
Project Name: Des. No. 1600701 - SR 149 at Robbins Rd, Turn Lane Additions, Porter County
 
Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed 

project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate 
species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed project or may be affected by your 
proposed project.  The list also includes designated critical habitat if present within your 
proposed project area or affected by your project.  This list is provided to you as the initial step 
of the consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also 
referred to as Section 7 Consultation.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federal representative) must consult with the Service if they determine their 
project “may affect” listed species or critical habitat. 

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally.   You may verify the list by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ at regular intervals during project planning and implementation and 
completing the same process you used to receive the attached list.  As an alternative, you may 
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates.

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Region 3 
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at - http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/ 
s7process/index.html.  This website contains step-by-step instructions which will help you 
determine if your project will have an adverse effect on listed species and will help lead you 
through the Section 7 process. 
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▪

For all wind energy projects and projects that include installing towers that use guy wires or 
are over 200 feet in height, please contact this field office directly for assistance, even if no 
federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within your proposed project or may 
be affected by your proposed project.

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles are 
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.) and Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq), as are golden eagles.  Projects affecting these species 
may require measures to avoid harming eagles or may require a permit.  If your project is near an 
eagle nest or winter roost area, see our Eagle Permits website at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/ 
midwestbird/EaglePermits/index.html to help you determine if you can avoid impacting eagles or 
if a permit may be necessary.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species.  Please include the 
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or 
correspondence about your project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List

 
 

Appendix C-27



10/11/2021 Event Code: 03E12000-2022-E-00239   1

   

Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Indiana Ecological Services Field Office
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121
(812) 334-4261
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2020-SLI-2244
Event Code: Some(03E12000-2022-E-00239)
Project Name: Des. No. 1600701 - SR 149 at Robbins Rd, Turn Lane Additions, Porter 

County
Project Type: TRANSPORTATION
Project Description: The project is located In Porter County, along SR 149 at the intersection 

with Robbins Rd. (CR 875), 0.75 mile north of US 6, Sections 20 and 21, 
T-36-N, Portage and Liberty Townships, within the Chesterton and 
Portage Quadrangles. The existing intersection is a busy two-lane Urban 
(Suburban) Arterial. The project length is 0.35 mile. 
 
The scope of the project is to widen SR 149 to provide a 12 ft wide left- 
turn lane at mainline intersection approaches, which will provide 
deceleration length and storage refuge for left turning traffic while 
decreasing the chances for rear end collisions. The project scope will also 
include improving the sight distance to the north by modifying the vertical 
grade on the mainline and approach roadways to meet Intersection Sight 
Distance criteria. 
 
The project area is within 1000 ft. of suitable summer bat habitat. A 
review of the USFWS database that was performed by INDOT on 
5/29/2020 did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species within 
0.5 mile of the project area. The database was re-checked on 9/7/2021 to 
incorporate an expansion to the project area, with the same result. 
 
Excavation work will be necessary for grading associated with the new 
turn lane, adjustment of the vertical alignment, and construction of 
realigned roadside drainage swales. Maximum depth of excavation will be 
approximately 6-8 feet. Approximately 85 individual trees, or roughly 
7.65 acres using the USFWS conversion factor of 0.09 acre/tree, are 
expected to be cleared for this project. This project is anticipated to 
require 3 acres of new permanent right-of-way, along with roughly 0.5 
acre of temporary right-of-way for re-grading. 
 
There are two large structures and seven un-numbered maintenance pipes 
located within the project area. The first large structure is the SR 149 
bridge over Salt Creek (Structure No. 149-64-03978 B) that makes up the 
northern boundary of the project area. No work will occur on the structure 
itself, but riprap will be placed adjacent to the bridge, outside the 
guardrail for the southern approach, to create side slopes with the proper 
level of incline. This bridge was inspected by INDOT in November 2019, 
and no evidence of bat presence was discovered. A commitment to 
perform a new inspection in the 2022 bat nesting season will be included 
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in the NEPA document. Additionally, a culvert structure at the southern 
end of the project area (CV 149-064-4.44) will be replaced. This culvert 
was inspected by Troyer Group on October 5, 2020, and no evidence of 
bat presence was discovered. The maintenance pipes will be rehabilitated 
as necessary. These structures were inspected by Troyer Group on May 1, 
2020 and no evidence of bat presence was discovered. 
 
Construction for the project is anticipated to occur during the spring of 
2023. No permanent lighting will be added or replaced as part of the 
project. If temporary lighting is necessary to construct the project and is 
approved to be used, then the lighting shall be directed down and away 
from potential bat habitat. No pedestrian facilities such as curb ramps or 
sidewalks will be replaced. Guardrail replacement is anticipated with this 
project. No structure work is associated with this project.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@41.560968,-87.12403457760664,14z

Counties: Porter County, Indiana
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1.

▪

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 of these species should be 
considered only under certain conditions.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:

Incidental take of the NLEB is not prohibited here. Federal agencies may consult using the 
4(d) rule streamlined process. Transportation projects may consult using the programmatic 
process. See www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Insects
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Indiana Ecological Services Field Office

620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation code: 03E12000-2020-I-2244 
Event Code: 03E12000-2022-E-00513 
Project Name: Des. No. 1600701 - SR 149 at Robbins Rd, Turn Lane Additions, Porter County 
 
Subject: Concurrence verification letter for the 'Des. No. 1600701 - SR 149 at Robbins Rd, 

Turn Lane Additions, Porter County' project under the revised February 5, 2018, 
FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation Projects 
within the Range of the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat.

 
 
To whom it may concern:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your request to verify that the Des. 
No. 1600701 - SR 149 at Robbins Rd, Turn Lane Additions, Porter County (Proposed 
Action) may rely on the concurrence provided in the February 5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA 
Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation Projects within the Range of the Indiana 
Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat (PBO) to satisfy requirements under Section 7(a)(2) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C 1531 et seq.).

Based on the information you provided (Project Description shown below), you have determined 
that the Proposed Action is within the scope and adheres to the criteria of the PBO, including the 
adoption of applicable avoidance and minimization measures, and may affect, but is not likely to 
adversely affect (NLAA) the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and/or the threatened 
Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).

The Service has 14 calendar days to notify the lead Federal action agency or designated non- 
federal representative if we determine that the Proposed Action does not meet the criteria for a 
NLAA determination under the PBO. If we do not notify the lead Federal action agency or 
designated non-federal representative within that timeframe, you may proceed with the Proposed 
Action under the terms of the NLAA concurrence provided in the PBO. This verification period 
allows Service Field Offices to apply local knowledge to implementation of the PBO, as we may 
identify a small subset of actions having impacts that were unanticipated. In such instances, 
Service Field Offices may request additional information that is necessary to verify inclusion of 
the proposed action under the PBO.
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For Proposed Actions that include bridge/structure removal, replacement, and/or 
maintenance activities: If your initial bridge/structure assessments failed to detect Indiana bats, 
but you later detect bats during construction, please submit the Post Assessment Discovery of 
Bats at Bridge/Structure Form (User Guide Appendix E) to this Service Office. In these 
instances, potential incidental take of Indiana bats may be exempted provided that the take is 
reported to the Service.

If the Proposed Action is modified, or new information reveals that it may affect the Indiana bat 
and/or Northern long-eared bat in a manner or to an extent not considered in the PBO, further 
review to conclude the requirements of ESA Section 7(a)(2) may be required. If the Proposed 
Action may affect any other federally-listed or proposed species, and/or any designated critical 
habitat, additional consultation between the lead Federal action agency and this Service Office is 
required. If the proposed action has the potential to take bald or golden eagles, additional 
coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act may also be 
required. In either of these circumstances, please contact this Service Office.

The following species may occur in your project area and are not covered by this determination:

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
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Project Description
The following project name and description was collected in IPaC as part of the endangered 
species review process.

Name
Des. No. 1600701 - SR 149 at Robbins Rd, Turn Lane Additions, Porter County

Description
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The project is located In Porter County, along SR 149 at the intersection with Robbins Rd. 
(CR 875), 0.75 mile north of US 6, Sections 20 and 21, T-36-N, Portage and Liberty 
Townships, within the Chesterton and Portage Quadrangles. The existing intersection is a 
busy two-lane Urban (Suburban) Arterial. The project length is 0.35 mile. 
 
The scope of the project is to widen SR 149 to provide a 12 ft wide left-turn lane at mainline 
intersection approaches, which will provide deceleration length and storage refuge for left 
turning traffic while decreasing the chances for rear end collisions. The project scope will 
also include improving the sight distance to the north by modifying the vertical grade on the 
mainline and approach roadways to meet Intersection Sight Distance criteria. 
 
The project area is within 1000 ft. of suitable summer bat habitat. A review of the USFWS 
database that was performed by INDOT on 5/29/2020 did not indicate the presence of 
endangered bat species within 0.5 mile of the project area. The database was re-checked on 
9/7/2021 to incorporate an expansion to the project area, with the same result. 
 
Excavation work will be necessary for grading associated with the new turn lane, adjustment 
of the vertical alignment, and construction of realigned roadside drainage swales. Maximum 
depth of excavation will be approximately 6-8 feet. Approximately 85 individual trees, or 
roughly 7.65 acres using the USFWS conversion factor of 0.09 acre/tree, are expected to be 
cleared for this project. This project is anticipated to require 3 acres of new permanent right- 
of-way, along with roughly 0.5 acre of temporary right-of-way for re-grading. 
 
There are two large structures and seven un-numbered maintenance pipes located within the 
project area. The first large structure is the SR 149 bridge over Salt Creek (Structure No. 
149-64-03978 B) that makes up the northern boundary of the project area. No work will 
occur on the structure itself, but riprap will be placed adjacent to the bridge, outside the 
guardrail for the southern approach, to create side slopes with the proper level of incline. This 
bridge was inspected by INDOT in November 2019, and no evidence of bat presence was 
discovered. A commitment to perform a new inspection in the 2022 bat nesting season will be 
included in the NEPA document. Additionally, a culvert structure at the southern end of the 
project area (CV 149-064-4.44) will be replaced. This culvert was inspected by Troyer Group 
on October 5, 2020, and no evidence of bat presence was discovered. The maintenance pipes 
will be rehabilitated as necessary. These structures were inspected by Troyer Group on May 
1, 2020 and no evidence of bat presence was discovered. 
 
Construction for the project is anticipated to occur during the spring of 2023. No permanent 
lighting will be added or replaced as part of the project. If temporary lighting is necessary to 
construct the project and is approved to be used, then the lighting shall be directed down and 
away from potential bat habitat. No pedestrian facilities such as curb ramps or sidewalks will 
be replaced. Guardrail replacement is anticipated with this project. No structure work is 
associated with this project.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Determination Key Result
Based on your answers provided, this project(s) may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect 
the endangered Indiana bat and/or the threatened Northern long-eared bat, therefore, consultation 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required. However, also 
based on your answers provided, this project may rely on the concurrence provided in the revised 
February 5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation 
Projects within the Range of the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat.

Qualification Interview
Is the project within the range of the Indiana bat ?

[1] See Indiana bat species profile

Automatically answered
Yes
Is the project within the range of the Northern long-eared bat ?

[1] See Northern long-eared bat species profile

Automatically answered
Yes
Which Federal Agency is the lead for the action?
A) Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Are all project activities limited to non-construction  activities only? (examples of non- 
construction activities include: bridge/abandoned structure assessments, surveys, planning 
and technical studies, property inspections, and property sales)

[1] Construction refers to activities involving ground disturbance, percussive noise, and/or lighting.

No
Does the project include any activities that are greater than 300 feet from existing road/ 
rail surfaces ?

[1] Road surface is defined as the actively used [e.g. motorized vehicles] driving surface and shoulders [may be 
pavement, gravel, etc.] and rail surface is defined as the edge of the actively used rail ballast.

No
Does the project include any activities within 0.5 miles of a known Indiana bat and/or 
NLEB hibernaculum ?

[1] For the purpose of this consultation, a hibernaculum is a site, most often a cave or mine, where bats hibernate 
during the winter (see suitable habitat), but could also include bridges and structures if bats are found to be 
hibernating there during the winter.

No
Is the project located within a karst area?
No

[1]

[1]

[1]

[1]

[1]
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8.

9.

10.

11.

Is there any suitable  summer habitat for Indiana Bat or NLEB within the project action 
area ? (includes any trees suitable for maternity, roosting, foraging, or travelling habitat)

[1] See the Service’s summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

[2] The action area is defined as all areas to be affected directly or indirectly by the Federal action and not merely 
the immediate area involved in the action (50 CFR Section 402.02). Further clarification is provided by the 
national consultation FAQs.

Yes
Will the project remove any suitable summer habitat  and/or remove/trim any existing 
trees within suitable summer habitat?

[1] See the Service’s summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

Yes
Will the project clear more than 20 acres of suitable habitat per 5-mile section of road/rail?
No
Have presence/probable absence (P/A) summer surveys  been conducted  within 
the suitable habitat located within your project action area?

[1] See the Service's summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

[2] Presence/probable absence summer surveys conducted within the fall swarming/spring emergence home range 
of a documented Indiana bat hibernaculum (contact local Service Field Office for appropriate distance from 
hibernacula) that result in a negative finding requires additional consultation with the local Service Field Office to 
determine if clearing of forested habitat is appropriate and/or if seasonal clearing restrictions are needed to avoid 
and minimize potential adverse effects on fall swarming and spring emerging Indiana bats.

[3] For projects within the range of either the Indiana bat or NLEB in which suitable habitat is present, and no bat 
surveys have been conducted, the transportation agency will assume presence of the appropriate species. This 
assumption of presence should be based upon the presence of suitable habitat and the capability of bats to occupy 
it because of their mobility.

[4] Negative presence/probable absence survey results obtained using the summer survey guidance are valid for a 
minimum of two years from the completion of the survey unless new information (e.g., other nearby surveys) 
suggest otherwise.

No

[1]
[2]

[1]

[1][2] [3][4]
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Does the project include activities within documented Indiana bat habitat ?

[1] Documented roosting or foraging habitat – for the purposes of this consultation, we are considering 
documented habitat as that where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been captured and tracked using (1) 
radio telemetry to roosts; (2) radio telemetry biangulation/triangulation to estimate foraging areas; or (3) foraging 
areas with repeated use documented using acoustics. Documented roosting habitat is also considered as suitable 
summer habitat within 0.25 miles of documented roosts.)

[2] For the purposes of this key, we are considering documented corridors as that where Indiana bats and/or 
NLEB have actually been captured and tracked to using (1) radio telemetry; or (2) treed corridors located directly 
between documented roosting and foraging habitat.

No
Will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees occur within suitable but undocumented 
Indiana bat roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors?
Yes
What time of year will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees within suitable but 
undocumented Indiana bat roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors occur ?

[1] Coordinate with the local Service Field Office for appropriate dates.

B) During the inactive season
Does the project include activities within documented NLEB habitat ?

[1] Documented roosting or foraging habitat – for the purposes of this consultation, we are considering 
documented habitat as that where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been captured and tracked using (1) 
radio telemetry to roosts; (2) radio telemetry biangulation/triangulation to estimate foraging areas; or (3) foraging 
areas with repeated use documented using acoustics. Documented roosting habitat is also considered as suitable 
summer habitat within 0.25 miles of documented roosts.)

[2] For the purposes of this key, we are considering documented corridors as that where Indiana bats and/or 
NLEB have actually been captured and tracked to using (1) radio telemetry; or (2) treed corridors located directly 
between documented roosting and foraging habitat.

No
Will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees occur within suitable but undocumented 
NLEB roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors?
Yes
What time of year will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees within suitable but 
undocumented NLEB roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors occur?
B) During the inactive season
Will any tree trimming or removal occur within 100 feet of existing road/rail surfaces?
Yes
Will any tree trimming or removal occur between 100-300 feet of existing road/rail 
surfaces?
No

[1][2]

[1]

[1][2]
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

▪

▪

Are all trees that are being removed clearly demarcated?
Yes
Will the removal of habitat or the removal/trimming of trees include installing new or 
replacing existing permanent lighting?
No
Does the project include wetland or stream protection activities associated with 
compensatory wetland mitigation?
No
Does the project include slash pile burning?
No
Does the project include any bridge removal, replacement, and/or maintenance activities 
(e.g., any bridge repair, retrofit, maintenance, and/or rehabilitation work)?
Yes
Is there any suitable habitat  for Indiana bat or NLEB within 1,000 feet of the bridge? 
(includes any trees suitable for maternity, roosting, foraging, or travelling habitat)

[1] See the Service’s current summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

Yes
Has a bridge assessment  been conducted within the last 24 months  to determine if the 
bridge is being used by bats?

[1] See User Guide Appendix D for bridge/structure assessment guidance

[2] Assessments must be completed no more than 2 years prior to conducting any work below the deck surface on 
all bridges that meet the physical characteristics described in the Programmatic Consultation, regardless of 
whether assessments have been conducted in the past. Due to the transitory nature of bat use, a negative result in 
one year does not guarantee that bats will not use that bridge/structure in subsequent years.

Yes

SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS
SR 149 over Salt Creek Bridge Inspection Report.pdf https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ 
project/D2AHB6UQZ5DKNHRIO6J7PV7354/ 
projectDocuments/105622419
Des. 1600701 - Structure Bat Inspection - 2021 - Small Structure.pdf https:// 
ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/D2AHB6UQZ5DKNHRIO6J7PV7354/ 
projectDocuments/106329849

[1]

[1] [2]

 
 

Appendix C-39



10/18/2021 Event Code: 03E12000-2022-E-00513   9

   

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Did the bridge assessment detect any signs of Indiana bats and/or NLEBs roosting in/under 
the bridge (bats, guano, etc.) ?

[1] If bridge assessment detects signs of any species of bats, coordination with the local FWS office is needed to 
identify potential threatened or endangered bat species. Additional studies may be undertaken to try to identify 
which bat species may be utilizing the bridge prior to allowing any work to proceed.

Note: There is a small chance bridge assessments for bat occupancy do not detect bats. Should a small number of 
bats be observed roosting on a bridge just prior to or during construction, such that take is likely to occur or does 
occur in the form of harassment, injury or death, the PBO requires the action agency to report the take. Report all 
unanticipated take within 2 working days of the incident to the USFWS. Construction activities may continue 
without delay provided the take is reported to the USFWS and is limited to 5 bats per project.

No
Will the bridge removal, replacement, and/or maintenance activities include installing new 
or replacing existing permanent lighting?
No
Does the project include the removal, replacement, and/or maintenance of any structure 
other than a bridge? (e.g., rest areas, offices, sheds, outbuildings, barns, parking garages, 
etc.)
No
Will the project involve the use of temporary lighting during the active season?
Yes
Is there any suitable habitat within 1,000 feet of the location(s) where temporary lighting 
will be used?
Yes
Will the project install new or replace existing permanent lighting?
No
Does the project include percussives or other activities (not including tree removal/ 
trimming or bridge/structure work) that will increase noise levels above existing traffic/ 
background levels?
No
Are all project activities that are not associated with habitat removal, tree removal/ 
trimming, bridge and/or structure activities, temporary or permanent lighting, or use of 
percussives, limited to actions that DO NOT cause any additional stressors to the bat 
species?

Examples: lining roadways, unlighted signage , rail road crossing signals, signal lighting, and minor road repair 
such as asphalt fill of potholes, etc.

Yes
Will the project raise the road profile above the tree canopy?
No

[1]
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Are the project activities that are not associated with habitat removal, tree removal/ 
trimming, bridge and/or structure activities, temporary or permanent lighting, or use of 
percussives consistent with a No Effect determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, other project activities are limited to actions that DO NOT cause any additional 
stressors to the bat species as described in the BA/BO
Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Not Likely to Adversely 
Affect determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the tree removal/trimming that occurs outside of the Indiana bat's active 
season occurs greater than 0.5 miles from the nearest hibernaculum, is less than 100 feet 
from the existing road/rail surface, includes clear demarcation of the trees that are to be 
removed, and does not alter documented roosts and/or surrounding summer habitat within 
0.25 miles of a documented roost.
Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Not Likely to Adversely 
Affect determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the tree removal/trimming that occurs outside of the NLEB's active season 
occurs greater than 0.5 miles from the nearest hibernaculum, is less than 100 feet from the 
existing road/rail surface, includes clear demarcation of the trees that are to be removed, 
and does not alter documented roosts and/or surrounding summer habitat within 0.25 
miles of a documented roost.
Is the bridge removal, replacement, or maintenance activities portion of this project 
consistent with a No Effect determination in this key?
Automatically answered
Yes, because the bridge has been assessed using the criteria documented in the BA and no 
signs of bats were detected
General AMM 1
Will the project ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of 
known or presumed bat habitat are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation 
Agencies) environmental commitments, including all applicable Avoidance and 
Minimization Measures?
Yes
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41.

42.

43.

44.

1.

2.

Tree Removal AMM 1
Can all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) be modified, 
to the extent practicable, to avoid tree removal  in excess of what is required to 
implement the project safely?

Note: Tree Removal AMM 1 is a minimization measure, the full implementation of which may not always be 
practicable. Projects may still be NLAA as long as Tree Removal AMMs 2, 3, and 4 are implemented and LAA as 
long as Tree Removal AMMs 3, 5, 6, and 7 are implemented.

[1] The word “trees” as used in the AMMs refers to trees that are suitable habitat for each species within their 
range. See the USFWS’ current summer survey guidance for our latest definitions of suitable habitat.

Yes
Tree Removal AMM 3
Can tree removal be limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors 
understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g., install bright colored 
flagging/fencing prior to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay within clearing 
limits)?
Yes
Tree Removal AMM 4
Can the project avoid cutting down/removal of all (1) documented  Indiana bat or NLEB 
roosts  (that are still suitable for roosting), (2) trees within 0.25 miles of roosts, and (3) 
documented foraging habitat any time of year?

[1] The word documented means habitat where bats have actually been captured and/or tracked.

[2] Documented roosting or foraging habitat – for the purposes of this consultation, we are considering 
documented habitat as that where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been captured and tracked using (1) 
radio telemetry to roosts; (2) radio telemetry biangulation/triangulation to estimate foraging areas; or (3) foraging 
areas with repeated use documented using acoustics. Documented roosting habitat is also considered as suitable 
summer habitat within 0.25 miles of documented roosts.)

Yes
Lighting AMM 1
Will all temporary lighting be directed away from suitable habitat during the active 
season?
Yes

Project Questionnaire
Have you made a No Effect determination for all other species indicated on the FWS IPaC 
generated species list?
N/A
Have you made a May Affect determination for any other species on the FWS IPaC 
generated species list?
N/A

[1]

[1]
[2]
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3.

4.

5.

6.

How many acres  of trees are proposed for removal between 0-100 feet of the existing 
road/rail surface?

[1] If described as number of trees, multiply by 0.09 to convert to acreage and enter that number.

7.65
Please describe the proposed bridge work:
Riprap will be placed adjacent to the SR 149 bridge over Salt Creek to create stable side 
slopes.
Please state the timing of all proposed bridge work:
Work will be performed in late Winter/ early Spring 2023
Please enter the date of the bridge assessment:
11/20/2019

Avoidance And Minimization Measures (AMMs)
This determination key result includes the committment to implement the following Avoidance 
and Minimization Measures (AMMs):

LIGHTING AMM 1
Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during the active season.

TREE REMOVAL AMM 2
Apply time of year restrictions for tree removal when bats are not likely to be present, or limit 
tree removal to 10 or fewer trees per project at any time of year within 100 feet of existing road/ 
rail surface and outside of documented roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors; visual 
emergence survey must be conducted with no bats observed.

TREE REMOVAL AMM 3
Ensure tree removal is limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors 
understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g., install bright colored 
flagging/fencing prior to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay within clearing limits).

TREE REMOVAL AMM 4
Do not remove documented Indiana bat or NLEB roosts that are still suitable for roosting, or 
trees within 0.25 miles of roosts, or 
documented foraging habitat any time of year.

GENERAL AMM 1
Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or presumed bat 
habitat are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation Agencies) environmental 
commitments, including all applicable AMMs.

TREE REMOVAL AMM 1
Modify all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) to avoid tree 
removal.

[1]
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Determination Key Description: FHWA, FRA, FTA 
Programmatic Consultation For Transportation Projects 
Affecting NLEB Or Indiana Bat
This key was last updated in IPaC on April 22, 2021. Keys are subject to periodic revision.

This decision key is intended for projects/activities funded or authorized by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), and/or Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), which may require consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) for the endangered Indiana bat 
(Myotis sodalis) and the threatened Northern long-eared bat (NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis).

This decision key should only be used to verify project applicability with the Service’s February 
5, 2018, FHWA, FRA, FTA Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation Projects. The 
programmatic biological opinion covers limited transportation activities that may affect either bat 
species, and addresses situations that are both likely and not likely to adversely affect either bat 
species. This decision key will assist in identifying the effect of a specific project/activity and 
applicability of the programmatic consultation. The programmatic biological opinion is not 
intended to cover all types of transportation actions. Activities outside the scope of the 
programmatic biological opinion, or that may affect ESA-listed species other than the Indiana bat 
or NLEB, or any designated critical habitat, may require additional ESA Section 7 consultation.
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Bridge Inspection Report
149-64-03978 B

SR 149
over

SALT CREEK

Inspection Date: 11/20/2019

Inspected By:

Inspection Type(s):

Andrew Raynor

Routine
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Latitude: 41.56375

Longitude: -87.12434

Andrew RaynorInspector:

Inspection Date: 11/20/2019

Asset Name: 149-64-03978 B

Bridge Inspection Report
Facility Carried: SR 149
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This inspection was conducted by Andrew Raynor, Justin Brown and Cristy Burlage on 11/20/2019. This a steel
multi-beam bridge on SR 149 and travels over Salt Creek.  The entire upper portion of the bridge is still in good
shape since the last rehab. The abutments have large to moderate sized spalls with exposed rebar. There is some
rust staining and concrete moisture evident in both abutment walls as well. Abutment 1 has minor vertical
cracking in the SE corner. The beams and welded areas mi nor corrosion, pitting, and section loss.  (Bridge
Painting scheduled on 11/10/2020 DES #1800631  Contract # B-41213)

Andrew RaynorInspector:

Inspection Date: 11/20/2019

Asset Name: 149-64-03978 B

Bridge Inspection Report
Facility Carried: SR 149

Page 4 of 23
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Miscellaneous Asset Data
Asset Management

Joints: * Indicate location, type, and rating of lowest rated joint.

P - Poured Silicone 
(narrow width, repla

7 - Good Condition

Comments:

Has the dead load or the structural condition of the primary load 
carrying members changed since the last inspection?

No - Load Rating Update Not 
Required

Load Rating 2:

Extended Frequency:

This bridge has been accepted into the Extended Frequency Program.

_______________________________________________________________

Bearings: * Indicate type, and rating of lowest rated bearing.

2 - Elastmeric 7

Minor chalking in bearings near abutments.

Comments:

Approach Slabs: * Indicate if present & condition rating.

1 - Approach Slabs 8 - Very good condition, no significant cracks

Comments:

027350

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Inspector:

INDOT Reviewer:

Submittal Date:

Comments:

Concrete Slopewall: N

_______________________________________________________________

Comments:

Terminal Joints: N

_______________________________________________________________

Approval Date:

*Rating of lowest rated terminal joint.

*Rating of lowest rated slopewall.

Page 19 of 23 
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Endangered Species:

Bats: seen or heard under structure? *

Birds/swallows/nests seen? Empty nests present? *

NBI 113 Scour Comment:

Comments:

Scour countermeasures still in place around abutments.

Some random spotted corrosion and rusting throughout. Bridge painting scheduled for 11/10/2020.

N

N

Paint:

* If yes, add one photo to the dropdown field

BRIDGE Culvert Geometry:

Barrel Length:

Width:

Height:

* Indicate if paint present , year painted & condition rating.

5 - Fair Condition – a

Scour POA?

1 - Steel Beams

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Scour Analysis: 5 Scour Critical:

Page 20 of 23 
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Minor Projects PA Project Assessment Form– Category B Projects with Archaeology Work 

Date: 6/19/2020 

Project Designation Number:    1600701 

Route Number:     State Road (SR) 149 

Project Description: Intersection Improvement Project at SR 149 & County Road 875 N/Robbins Rd. 

The proposed project involves vertical sight distance corrections and intersection improvements with 
added center left turn lanes on both SR 149 and CR 875 N (Robbins Road). Construction of the added 
center left turn lanes will require the acquisition of additional right-of-way (ROW) outside of SR 149 and 
CR 875 N (Robbins Road). The amount of ROW needed for the project is unknown at this time. 

Feature crossed (if applicable): 

Township: Liberty and Portage townships 

City/County:   Porter County  

Information reviewed (please check all that apply): 

General project location map USGS map Aerial photograph Interim Report

Written description of project area General project area photos Soil survey data

Previously completed historic property reports Previously completed archaeology reports

Bridge Inspection Information SHAARD SHAARD GIS Streetview Imagery

Other (please specify):      Indiana Historic Building, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map (IHBBCM); County 
GIS data (accessed via https://search.portercountyassessor.com/); project information provided by Troyer 
Group, Inc. and Cardno, Inc. dated 5/18/2020 and on file at INDOT-CRO; 

Okray, Jillian and Kaye Grob 
2020  Phase Ia Archaeological Records Review and Reconnaissance for the SR 149 Vertical Sight 
Distance Correction - SR 149 at CR 875N, Porter County, Indiana. INDOT Des. No. 1600701. Cardno, 
Indianapolis. 

Results of the Records Review for Above-Ground Resources: 

With regard to above-ground resources, an INDOT-Cultural Resources Office (CRO) historian, who 
meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61, first 
performed a desktop review, checking the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures (State 
Register) and National Register of Historic Places (National Register) lists for Porter County. No listed 
resources are present within 0.25 mile of the project area, a distance that would serve as an adequate area 
of potential effects (APE) given the scope of the project and the surrounding terrain. 

Appendix D-1
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The Porter County Interim Report (1991; Liberty Township; Portage Township) of the Indiana Historic 
Sites and Structures Inventory (IHSSI) was also consulted. The National Register & IHSSI information is 
available in the Indiana State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) 
and the Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map (IHBBCM). The SHAARD information 
was checked against the Interim Report hard copy maps. The following IHSSI sites are recorded within 
0.25 mile of the project: 
 
Liberty Township 
IHSSI #127-108-15008 (Gossett Cemetery; SR 149; c. 1840-c. 1880; “contributing”) 
IHSSI #127-108-15010 (House; CR 875 N; c. 1920; “contributing”) 
IHSSI #127-108-15012 (Farm; SR 149; c. 1885; “notable”) 
 
Portage Township 
IHSSI #127-520-10027 (Jentzen Farm; CR 875 N; c. 1860; “notable”)—demolished  
 
According to the IHSSI rating system, generally properties rated "contributing" do not possess the level of 
historical or architectural significance necessary to be considered individually National Register eligible, 
although they would contribute to a historic district. If they retain material integrity, properties rated 
“notable” might possess the necessary level of significance after further research. Properties rated 
“outstanding” usually possess the necessary level of significance to be considered National Register 
eligible, if they retain material integrity. Historic districts identified in the IHSSI are usually considered 
eligible for the National Register. 
 
Land surrounding the project area is rural. Agricultural fields and one late-twentieth century house are 
immediately surrounding the project area. Wooded areas of mature deciduous trees are present beyond the 
agricultural fields to the north, east, and west. Additionally, most properties are bordered by mature 
deciduous and/or coniferous trees, such as IHSSI #127-108-15012 (Farm; “notable”), which is located 
south of the project area. A line of mature deciduous and coniferous trees along the property’s northern 
edge block the view of the project to the north. Due to this lack of viewshed, IHSSI #127-108-15012 is 
not considered adjacent to the project for the purposes of this determination.  
 
There are 24 unsurveyed above-ground properties located within 0.25 mile of the project area. Of the 24 
properties, 12, including the late-twentieth century house at the southwest corner of SR 149 & CR 875 
N/Robbins Road, will not be 50 years old or older by the time of project letting in 2022. Of the remaining 
12 properties, four (4) date to the early-twentieth century and eight (8) date to the mid-twentieth century. 
Based on a review of online street-view imagery and aerial photography, the tree coverage in this area, as 
described above, completely shields all these properties from view of the project. For the purposes of this 
determination, none of these properties are considered adjacent to the project area. 
 
Based on the available information, as summarized above, no above-ground concerns exist as long as the 
project scope does not change. 
 
Archaeology Report Author/Date: 
 
Jillian Okray and Kaye Grob/June 17, 2020 
 
Summary of Archaeology Investigation Results:  
 
An archaeological records check and Phase Ia reconnaissance survey of the project area were conducted by 
Cardno (Okray and Grob 2020). The records check found that the project area had not been previously 
examined for archaeological resources and that no previously recorded sites have been identified within or 
adjacent to it. Since the project limits had not been finalized, an area large enough to encompass any 
anticipated additional R/W was surveyed. A 5-acre survey area was examined through the excavation of 63 
shovel probes, pedestrian survey in an agricultural field, and visual inspection of disturbed areas. One 
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archaeological site, 12PR820, was newly identified as a result of the investigation. This site consisted of a 
small scatter of historical artifacts identified in three positive shovel probes and one surface find within a 
residential lawn. Due to the lack of potential to provide important information, the portion of the site 
identified within the survey area was recommended as ineligible. However, any portion of the site that 
might exist beyond the survey limits must be avoided or else subjected to additional archaeological 
investigation.  
 
The report was reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources personnel who meet the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61. It is our opinion that the report is acceptable, 
and we concur with the evaluations and recommendations made by Cardno (Okray and Grob 2020). 
Therefore, there are no archaeological concerns. 
 
 
Does the project appear to fall under the Minor Projects PA?  yes     no   
 
If yes, please specify category and number (applicable conditions are highlighted):         
 
B-3.  Construction of added travel, turning, or auxiliary lanes (e.g., bicycle, truck climbing, acceleration 

and deceleration lanes) and shoulder widening under the following conditions [BOTH Condition A, 
which pertains to Archaeological Resources, and Condition B, which pertains to Above-Ground 
Resources, must be satisfied]: 

Condition A (Archaeological Resources) 
One of the two conditions listed below must be met (EITHER Condition i or Condition ii must be 
satisfied): 
i.  Work occurs in previously disturbed soils; OR 
ii.  Work occurs in undisturbed soils and an archaeological investigation conducted by the 

applicant and reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources Office determines that no National 
Register-listed or potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources are present 
within the project area. If the archaeological investigation locates National Register-listed or 
potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources, then full Section 106 review 
will be required. Copies of any archaeological reports prepared for the project will be provided 
to the DHPA and any archaeological site form information will be entered directly into the 
SHAARD by the applicant. The archaeological reports will also be available for viewing (by 
Tribes only) on INSCOPE. 

Condition B (Above-Ground Resources) 
Work does not occur adjacent to or within a National Register-listed or National Register-eligible 
district or individual above-ground resource. 

 
If no, please explain:           
 
Additional comments:     Any portion of site 12PR820 that might exist beyond the survey limits must be 
avoided by all project activities or else subjected to additional archaeological investigation to evaluate its 
eligibility. This area should be physically marked for avoidance during construction with stakes or 
fencing and should be labeled on project plans as “Environmental Sensitive Area – Do not Disturb.” If 
human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or earthmoving activities, construction 
within 100 feet of the find will be stopped and the INDOT Cultural Resources Office and the Division of 
Historic Preservation and Archaeology will be notified immediately.    
 
INDOT Cultural Resources staff reviewer(s): Kelyn Alexander and Matt Coon 
 
***Be sure to attach this form to the National Environmental Policy Act documentation for this project.  Also, the 
NEPA documentation shall reference and include the description of the specific stipulation in the PA that qualifies 
the project as exempt from further Section 106 review. 
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Minor Projects PA Project Assessment Form– Category B Projects with Archaeology Work 
 
 
Date: 6/19/2020  **UPDATE 2/9/2022 
 
Project Designation Number:    1600701 
 
Route Number:     State Road (SR) 149 
 
Project Description: Intersection Improvement Project at SR 149 & County Road 875 N/Robbins Rd. 
 
The proposed project involves vertical sight distance corrections and intersection improvements with 
added center left turn lanes on both SR 149 and CR 875 N (Robbins Road). Construction of the added 
center left turn lanes will require the acquisition of additional right-of-way (ROW) outside of SR 149 and 
CR 875 N (Robbins Road). The amount of ROW needed for the project is unknown at this time. 
 
**On December 10, 2021, INDOT-CRO was informed that the project limits have been expanded 
northward to the southern bank of Salt Creek and the project scope had expanded. Grading work will take 
place on both sides of SR 149 extending into Salt Creek’s south bank, and riprap will be placed adjacent 
to the guardrail for the southern approach of the SR 149 bridge over Salt Creek (149-64-03978 B). No 
work will take place on the bridge structure itself. Additionally, a culvert structure at the southern end of 
the project area (CV 149-064-4.44) will be replaced. This culvert does not carry a water feature. The 
existing structure is 64 feet long, a 3-foot by 2-foot reinforced concrete box culvert. The replacement 
structure will be a 77-foot long 4-foot by 2-foot reinforced concrete box culvert. 
 
Feature crossed (if applicable):       
 
Township: Liberty and Portage townships 
 
City/County:   Porter County  
 
Information reviewed (please check all that apply): 
 

General project location map  USGS map  Aerial photograph Interim Report  
Written description of project area  General project area photos   Soil survey data  
Previously completed historic property reports       Previously completed archaeology reports  
Bridge Inspection Information

 SHAARD    SHAARD GIS     Streetview Imagery   
 
Other (please specify):      Indiana Historic Building, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map (IHBBCM); County 
GIS data (accessed via https://search.portercountyassessor.com/); project information provided by Troyer 
Group, Inc. and Cardno, Inc. dated 5/18/2020 and on file at INDOT-CRO; 
 
Grob, Kaye and Scott Hipskind 
 2022 An Addendum to the Phase Ia Archaeological Records Review and Reconnaissance for the SR 

149 Vertical Sight Distance Correction - SR 149 at CR 875 N, Porter County, Indiana, INDOT 
Des. No. 1600701. Project J191018500, Cardno, Indianapolis. Document on file at INDOT-CRO. 

 
Okray, Jillian and Kaye Grob 
 2020 Phase Ia Archaeological Records Review and Reconnaissance for the SR 149 Vertical Sight 

Distance Correction - SR 149 at CR 875N, Porter County, Indiana. INDOT Des. No. 1600701. 
Cardno, Indianapolis. 
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Please specify all applicable categories and condition(s) (applicable conditions are highlighted):  
 
B-3.  Construction of added travel, turning, or auxiliary lanes (e.g., bicycle, truck climbing, acceleration 

and deceleration lanes) and shoulder widening under the following conditions [BOTH Condition A, 
which pertains to Archaeological Resources, and Condition B, which pertains to Above-Ground 
Resources, must be satisfied]: 

Condition A (Archaeological Resources) 
One of the two conditions listed below must be met (EITHER Condition i or Condition ii must be 
satisfied): 
i.  Work occurs in previously disturbed soils; OR 
ii.  Work occurs in undisturbed soils and an archaeological investigation conducted by the 

applicant and reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources Office determines that no National 
Register-listed or potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources are present 
within the project area. If the archaeological investigation locates National Register-listed or 
potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources, then full Section 106 review 
will be required. Copies of any archaeological reports prepared for the project will be provided 
to the DHPA and any archaeological site form information will be entered directly into the 
SHAARD by the applicant. The archaeological reports will also be available for viewing (by 
Tribes only) on INSCOPE. 

Condition B (Above-Ground Resources) 
Work does not occur adjacent to or within a National Register-listed or National Register-eligible 
district or individual above-ground resource. 

 
B-9.  Installation, replacement, repair, lining, or extension of culverts and other drainage structures under 

the conditions listed below [BOTH Condition A, which pertains to Archaeological Resources, and 
Condition B, which pertains to Above-Ground Resources, must be satisfied]: 

Condition A (Archaeological Resources) 
One of the two conditions listed below must be met (EITHER Condition i or Condition ii must be 
satisfied): 
i.  Work occurs in previously disturbed soils; OR 
ii.  Work occurs in undisturbed soils and an archaeological investigation conducted by the applicant 

and reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources Office determines that no National Register-listed 
or potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources are present within the project 
area. If the archaeological investigation locates National Register-listed or potentially National 
Register-eligible archaeological resources, then full Section 106 review will be required. Copies 
of any archaeological reports prepared for the project will be provided to the DHPA and any 
archaeological site form information will be entered directly into the SHAARD by the applicant. 
The archaeological reports will also be available for viewing (by Tribes only) on INSCOPE. 

Condition B (Above-Ground Resources) 
One of the conditions below must be met (EITHER Condition i or Condition ii must be satisfied): 
i.  Work does not involve installation of a new culvert and other drainage structure, and there are 

no impacts to unusual features, including but not limited to historic brick or stone sidewalks, 
curbs or curb ramps, stepped or elevated sidewalks and retaining walls, under one of the 
following conditions (Condition a, Condition b, or Condition c must be satisfied): 
a.  The structure exhibits no wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein; OR 
b.  The structure exhibits only modern wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein; OR 
c.  The structure exhibits non-modern wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein and the 

following conditions are met (BOTH Condition 1 AND Condition 2 must be met): 
1.  Work does not occur adjacent to or within a National Register-listed or National 

Register-eligible district or individual above-ground resource; AND 
2.  The structure lacks sufficient integrity and/or a context that suggests it might have 

engineering or historical significance. Under this condition, a qualified professional 
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(meeting the Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualification standards [48 Federal 
Register (FR) 44716]) must prepare an analysis and justification that the structure lacks 
sufficient integrity and/or a context that suggests it might have engineering or historical 
significance. This documentation must be reviewed and approved by INDOT Cultural 
Resources Office. 

ii.  Work involves the installation of a new culvert and other drainage structures AND/OR there 
may be impacts to unusual features, including historic brick or stone sidewalks, curbs or curb 
ramps, stepped or elevated sidewalks and retaining walls, under the following conditions 
(BOTH Condition a and Condition b must be satisfied): 
a.  Work does not occur adjacent to or within a National Register-listed or National Register-

eligible district or individual above-ground resource; AND 
b.  The subject structure exhibits one of the characteristics described below (Condition 1, 

Condition 2 or Condition 3 must be satisfied). 
1.  The structure exhibits no wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein; OR 
2.  The structure exhibits only modern wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein; OR 
3.  The structure exhibits non-modern wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein but 

lacks sufficient integrity and/or a context that suggests it might have engineering or 
historical significance. Under this condition, a qualified professional (meeting the 
Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualification standards [48 Federal Register (FR) 
44716]) must prepare an analysis and justification that the structure lacks sufficient 
integrity and/or a context that suggests it might have engineering or historical 
significance. This documentation must be reviewed and approved by INDOT Cultural 
Resources Office. 

Are there any commitments associated with this project? If yes, please explain and include in the 
Additional Comments Section below.          yes     no   

Does the project result in a de minimis impact to a Section 4(f) protected historic resource? If yes, 
please explain in the Additional Comments Section below.          yes             no   
 
Above-ground Resources 

With regard to above-ground resources, an INDOT-Cultural Resources Office (CRO) historian who meets 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61 first performed 
a desktop review, checking the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures (State Register) and 
National Register of Historic Places (National Register) lists for Porter County. No listed resources are 
present within 0.25 mile of the project area, a distance that would serve as an adequate area of potential 
effects (APE) given the scope of the project and the surrounding terrain. 
 
The Porter County Interim Report (1991; Liberty Township; Portage Township) of the Indiana Historic 
Sites and Structures Inventory (IHSSI) was also consulted. The National Register & IHSSI information is 
available in the Indiana State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) 
and the Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map (IHBBCM). The SHAARD information 
was checked against the Interim Report hard copy maps. The following IHSSI sites are recorded within 
0.25 mile of the project: 
 
Liberty Township 
IHSSI #127-108-15008 (Gossett Cemetery; SR 149; c. 1840-c. 1880; “contributing”) 
IHSSI #127-108-15010 (House; CR 875 N; c. 1920; “contributing”) 
IHSSI #127-108-15012 (Farm; SR 149; c. 1885; “notable”) 
 
Portage Township 
IHSSI #127-520-10027 (Jentzen Farm; CR 875 N; c. 1860; “notable”)—demolished  
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According to the IHSSI rating system, generally properties rated "contributing" do not possess the level of 
historical or architectural significance necessary to be considered individually National Register eligible, 
although they would contribute to a historic district. If they retain material integrity, properties rated 
“notable” might possess the necessary level of significance after further research. Properties rated 
“outstanding” usually possess the necessary level of significance to be considered National Register 
eligible if they retain material integrity. Historic districts identified in the IHSSI are usually considered 
eligible for the National Register. 
 
Land surrounding the project area is rural. Agricultural fields and one late-twentieth century house are 
immediately surrounding the project area. Wooded areas of mature deciduous trees are present beyond the 
agricultural fields to the north, east, and west. Additionally, most properties are bordered by mature 
deciduous and/or coniferous trees, such as IHSSI #127-108-15012 (Farm; “notable”), which is located 
south of the project area. A line of mature deciduous and coniferous trees along the property’s northern 
edge block the view of the project to the north. Due to this lack of viewshed, IHSSI #127-108-15012 is 
not considered adjacent to the project for the purposes of this determination.  
 
There are 24 unsurveyed above-ground properties located within 0.25 mile of the project area. Of the 24 
properties, 12, including the late-twentieth century house at the southwest corner of SR 149 & CR 875 
N/Robbins Road, will not be 50 years old or older by the time of project letting in 2022. Of the remaining 
12 properties, four (4) date to the early-twentieth century and eight (8) date to the mid-twentieth century. 
Based on a review of online street-view imagery and aerial photography, the tree coverage in this area, as 
described above, completely shields all these properties from view of the project. For the purposes of this 
determination, none of these properties are considered adjacent to the project area. 
 
**UPDATE—There are five (5) additional above-ground properties located within 0.25 mile of the 
extended project area that were not previously assessed. All of them date to the twenty-first century and 
are not eligible to the National Register.  
 
Bridge (#149-64-03978 B; NBI #27350) is a steel beam bridge built in 1955 and reconstructed in 1986. 
The bridge length is 77 feet and the deck width, out-to-out, is 46.5 feet. The INDOT-sponsored Historic 
Bridge Inventory did not identify this bridge as eligible to the National Register because it was 
constructed after 1965, which was the cutoff year for inclusion in the inventory. On November 2, 2012, 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) issued the Program Comment for Streamlining 
Section 106 Review for Actions Affecting Post-1945 Concrete and Steel Bridges (Program Comment). 
The Program Comment relieves federal agencies from the Section 106 requirement to consider the effects 
of undertakings on most concrete and steel bridges built after 1945. On March 19, 2013, federal agencies 
were approved to use the Program Comment for Indiana projects. 
 
The Program Comment applies for this bridge because it has not been previously listed in or determined 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and it is not located in or adjacent to a 
historic district (Section IV.A of the Program Comment). As an example of a steel beam bridge, this 
bridge is also not one of the types to which the Program Comment does not apply (arch bridges, truss 
bridges, bridges with movable spans, suspension bridges, cable-stayed bridges, or covered bridges 
[Section IV.B]). Additionally, this bridge has not been identified as having exceptional significance for 
association with a person or event, being a very early or particularly important example of its type in the 
state or the nation, having distinctive engineering or architectural features that depart from standard 
designs, or displaying other elements that were engineered to respond to a unique environmental context 
(Section IV.C). This bridge also has not been identified as having some exceptional quality. Because the 
above criteria from the Program Comment have been met, no individual consideration under Section 106 
is required for Bridge #149-64-03978 B. 
 
The structure (CV 149-064-4.44) to be replaced near the southern terminus of the project is a 64-foot 3-
ffot by 2-foot reinforced concrete box culvert; the date of construction is unknown. Based on a 
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description of the existing structure and photos provided by Troyer Group, the structure exhibits no wood, 
stone, or brick structures or parts therein. In addition, there is no evidence to suggest that it possesses 
historical or engineering significance. Only agricultural fields are present adjacent to the small structure.  
 
Based on the available information, as summarized above, no above-ground concerns exist as long as the 
project scope does not change. 
 
Archaeology Report Author/Date: 

Jillian Okray and Kaye Grob/June 17, 2020 
Kaye Grob and Scott Hipskind/February 8, 2022 
 
Archaeological Resources 

An archaeological records check and Phase Ia reconnaissance survey of the project area were conducted by 
Cardno (Okray and Grob 2020). The records check found that the project area had not been previously 
examined for archaeological resources and that no previously recorded sites have been identified within or 
adjacent to it. Since the project limits had not been finalized, an area large enough to encompass any 
anticipated additional R/W was surveyed. A 5-acre survey area was examined through the excavation of 63 
shovel probes, pedestrian survey in an agricultural field, and visual inspection of disturbed areas. One 
archaeological site, 12PR820, was newly identified as a result of the investigation. This site consisted of a 
small scatter of historical artifacts identified in three positive shovel probes and one surface find within a 
residential lawn. Due to the lack of potential to provide important information, the portion of the site 
identified within the survey area was recommended as ineligible. However, any portion of the site that 
might exist beyond the survey limits must be avoided or else subjected to additional archaeological 
investigation.  
 
**UPDATE—An addendum Phase Ia reconnaissance survey of the extended project area was conducted 
by Cardno (Grob and Hipskind 2022). It was found that the northern extension was heavily disturbed, and 
the area was investigated via visual inspection. No archaeological sites were identified and no additional 
investigation is recommended (Grob and Hipskind 2022). An area of additional workspace along CR 875N 
west of SR 149 was found to have been covered by the previous investigation (Okray and Grob 2020). 
 
The reports were reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources personnel who meet the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61. It is our opinion that the reports are 
acceptable, and we concur with the evaluations and recommendations made by Cardno (Okray and Grob 
2020; Grob and Hipskind 2022).  
 
Therefore, there are no archaeological concerns provided the project scope does not change. 
 
Additional comments:     Any portion of site 12PR820 that might exist beyond the survey limits must be 
avoided by all project activities or else subjected to additional archaeological investigation to evaluate its 
eligibility. This area should be physically marked for avoidance during construction (e.g., with stakes or 
fencing) and should be labeled on project plans as “Environmental Sensitive Area – Do Not Disturb.”  
 
Accidental Discovery: If any archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during 
construction, demolition, or earthmoving activities, construction in the immediate area of the find will be 
stopped and the INDOT Cultural Resources Office and the Division of Historic Preservation and 
Archaeology will be notified immediately.    
 
INDOT Cultural Resources staff reviewer(s): Kelyn Alexander and Matt Coon 
 
***Be sure to attach this form to the National Environmental Policy Act documentation for this project.  Also, the 
NEPA documentation shall reference and include the description of the specific stipulation in the PA that qualifies 
the project as exempt from further Section 106 review. 

 
 

Appendix D-8



Last revised 9-23-08                                                                                                                                       Page 1 of 7 

Minor Projects PA Project Assessment Form– Category B Projects with Archaeology Work 
 
 
Date: 6/19/2020 *UPDATE 2/9/2022 **UPDATE 5/18/2022 
 
Project Designation Number:    1600701 
 
Route Number:     State Road (SR) 149 
 
Project Description: Intersection Improvement Project at SR 149 & County Road 875 N/Robbins Rd. 
 
The proposed project involves vertical sight distance corrections and intersection improvements with 
added center left turn lanes on both SR 149 and CR 875 N (Robbins Road). Construction of the added 
center left turn lanes will require the acquisition of additional right-of-way (ROW) outside of SR 149 and 
CR 875 N (Robbins Road). The amount of ROW needed for the project is unknown at this time. 
 
*On December 10, 2021, INDOT-CRO was informed that the project limits have been expanded 
northward to the southern bank of Salt Creek and the project scope had expanded. Grading work will take 
place on both sides of SR 149 extending into Salt Creek’s south bank, and riprap will be placed adjacent 
to the guardrail for the southern approach of the SR 149 bridge over Salt Creek (149-64-03978 B). No 
work will take place on the bridge structure itself. Additionally, a culvert structure at the southern end of 
the project area (CV 149-064-4.44) will be replaced. This culvert does not carry a water feature. The 
existing structure is 64 feet long, a 3-foot by 2-foot reinforced concrete box culvert. The replacement 
structure will be a 77-foot long 4-foot by 2-foot reinforced concrete box culvert. 
 
*On March 25, 2022, INDOT-CRO was provided information clarifying the scope of work for this 
project. The project design includes guardrail replacement and extension which will result in the 
placement of new guardrail. Specifically, 584 feet of guardrail will be removed, and a total of 719 ft of 
guardrail will be placed. Included in this guardrail installation is 135 ft. of new guardrail placed in areas 
that do not currently contain guardrail. This 135 ft. will be placed at the edge of the existing ditch-line on 
the west side of SR 149, extending northward from an existing private drive to the point where the 
existing guardrail commences. Soils where the new guardrail will be placed may be currently 
undisturbed; however, all areas of new guardrail placement will be disturbed by other project activities 
associated with road widening prior to the guardrail installation. This activity is not a design change and 
has been included in the project design at the time of previous submittals. However, it was not 
specifically referenced in the project descriptions of these submittals. All areas where guardrail will be 
placed were included in the previously approved archaeological investigation. Category B-4 of the Minor 
Projects PA has been added to this determination form to account for project activity. 
 
**On May 2, 2022, INDOT-CRO was informed of an update to the scope of work for this project. A 
portion of the open roadside ditch on the western side of the project area around the intersection of SR 
149 & CR 875 N/Robbins Road will be converted to a storm sewer system. This scope of work falls 
under Category B-9, which was added to this project in the prior update.  
 
Feature crossed (if applicable):       
 
Township: Liberty and Portage townships 
 
City/County:   Porter County  
 
Information reviewed (please check all that apply): 
 

General project location map  USGS map  Aerial photograph Interim Report  
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Written description of project area  General project area photos   Soil survey data  
Previously completed historic property reports       Previously completed archaeology reports  
Bridge Inspection Information

 SHAARD    SHAARD GIS     Streetview Imagery   
 
Other (please specify):      Indiana Historic Building, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map (IHBBCM); County 
GIS data (accessed via https://search.portercountyassessor.com/); project information provided by Troyer 
Group, Inc. and Cardno, Inc. dated 5/18/2020 and on file at INDOT-CRO; 
 
Grob, Kaye and Scott Hipskind 
 2022 An Addendum to the Phase Ia Archaeological Records Review and Reconnaissance for the SR 

149 Vertical Sight Distance Correction - SR 149 at CR 875 N, Porter County, Indiana, INDOT 
Des. No. 1600701. Project J191018500, Cardno, Indianapolis. Document on file at INDOT-CRO. 

 
Okray, Jillian and Kaye Grob 
 2020 Phase Ia Archaeological Records Review and Reconnaissance for the SR 149 Vertical Sight 

Distance Correction - SR 149 at CR 875N, Porter County, Indiana. INDOT Des. No. 1600701. 
Cardno, Indianapolis. 

 
Please specify all applicable categories and condition(s) (applicable conditions are highlighted):  
 
B-3.  Construction of added travel, turning, or auxiliary lanes (e.g., bicycle, truck climbing, acceleration 

and deceleration lanes) and shoulder widening under the following conditions [BOTH Condition A, 
which pertains to Archaeological Resources, and Condition B, which pertains to Above-Ground 
Resources, must be satisfied]: 

Condition A (Archaeological Resources) 
One of the two conditions listed below must be met (EITHER Condition i or Condition ii must be 
satisfied): 
i.  Work occurs in previously disturbed soils; OR 
ii.  Work occurs in undisturbed soils and an archaeological investigation conducted by the 

applicant and reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources Office determines that no National 
Register-listed or potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources are present 
within the project area. If the archaeological investigation locates National Register-listed or 
potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources, then full Section 106 review 
will be required. Copies of any archaeological reports prepared for the project will be provided 
to the DHPA and any archaeological site form information will be entered directly into the 
SHAARD by the applicant. The archaeological reports will also be available for viewing (by 
Tribes only) on INSCOPE. 

Condition B (Above-Ground Resources) 
Work does not occur adjacent to or within a National Register-listed or National Register-eligible 
district or individual above-ground resource. 

 
B-4.  Installation of new safety appurtenances, including but not limited to, guardrails, barriers, glare 

screens, and crash attenuators, under the following conditions [BOTH Condition A, which pertains 
to Archaeological Resources, and Condition B, which pertains to Above-Ground Resources, 
must be satisfied]: 

Condition A (Archaeological Resources) 
One of the two conditions listed below must be met (EITHER Condition i or Condition ii must be 
satisfied): 
i.  Work occurs in previously disturbed soils; OR 
ii.  Work occurs in undisturbed soils and an archaeological investigation conducted by the 

applicant and reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources Office determines that no National 
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Register-listed or potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources are present 
within the project area. If the archaeological investigation locates National Register-listed or 
potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources, then full Section 106 review 
will be required. Copies of any archaeological reports prepared for the project will be provided 
to the DHPA and any archaeological site form information will be entered directly into the 
SHAARD by the applicant. The archaeological reports will also be available for viewing (by 
Tribes only) on INSCOPE. 

Condition B (Above-Ground Resources) 
Work does not occur adjacent to or within a National Register-listed or National Register-eligible 
district or individual above-ground resource. 

 
B-9.  Installation, replacement, repair, lining, or extension of culverts and other drainage structures under 

the conditions listed below [BOTH Condition A, which pertains to Archaeological Resources, and 
Condition B, which pertains to Above-Ground Resources, must be satisfied]: 

Condition A (Archaeological Resources) 
One of the two conditions listed below must be met (EITHER Condition i or Condition ii must be 
satisfied): 
i.  Work occurs in previously disturbed soils; OR 
ii.  Work occurs in undisturbed soils and an archaeological investigation conducted by the applicant 

and reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources Office determines that no National Register-listed 
or potentially National Register-eligible archaeological resources are present within the project 
area. If the archaeological investigation locates National Register-listed or potentially National 
Register-eligible archaeological resources, then full Section 106 review will be required. Copies 
of any archaeological reports prepared for the project will be provided to the DHPA and any 
archaeological site form information will be entered directly into the SHAARD by the applicant. 
The archaeological reports will also be available for viewing (by Tribes only) on INSCOPE. 

Condition B (Above-Ground Resources) 
One of the conditions below must be met (EITHER Condition i or Condition ii must be satisfied): 
i.  Work does not involve installation of a new culvert and other drainage structure, and there are 

no impacts to unusual features, including but not limited to historic brick or stone sidewalks, 
curbs or curb ramps, stepped or elevated sidewalks and retaining walls, under one of the 
following conditions (Condition a, Condition b, or Condition c must be satisfied): 
a.  The structure exhibits no wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein; OR 
b.  The structure exhibits only modern wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein; OR 
c.  The structure exhibits non-modern wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein and the 

following conditions are met (BOTH Condition 1 AND Condition 2 must be met): 
1.  Work does not occur adjacent to or within a National Register-listed or National 

Register-eligible district or individual above-ground resource; AND 
2.  The structure lacks sufficient integrity and/or a context that suggests it might have 

engineering or historical significance. Under this condition, a qualified professional 
(meeting the Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualification standards [48 Federal 
Register (FR) 44716]) must prepare an analysis and justification that the structure lacks 
sufficient integrity and/or a context that suggests it might have engineering or historical 
significance. This documentation must be reviewed and approved by INDOT Cultural 
Resources Office. 

ii.  Work involves the installation of a new culvert and other drainage structures AND/OR there 
may be impacts to unusual features, including historic brick or stone sidewalks, curbs or curb 
ramps, stepped or elevated sidewalks and retaining walls, under the following conditions 
(BOTH Condition a and Condition b must be satisfied): 
a.  Work does not occur adjacent to or within a National Register-listed or National Register-

eligible district or individual above-ground resource; AND 
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b.  The subject structure exhibits one of the characteristics described below (Condition 1, 
Condition 2 or Condition 3 must be satisfied). 
1.  The structure exhibits no wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein; OR 
2.  The structure exhibits only modern wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein; OR 
3.  The structure exhibits non-modern wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein but 

lacks sufficient integrity and/or a context that suggests it might have engineering or 
historical significance. Under this condition, a qualified professional (meeting the 
Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualification standards [48 Federal Register (FR) 
44716]) must prepare an analysis and justification that the structure lacks sufficient 
integrity and/or a context that suggests it might have engineering or historical 
significance. This documentation must be reviewed and approved by INDOT Cultural 
Resources Office. 

Are there any commitments associated with this project? If yes, please explain and include in the 
Additional Comments Section below.          yes     no   

Does the project result in a de minimis impact to a Section 4(f) protected historic resource? If yes, 
please explain in the Additional Comments Section below.          yes             no   
 
Above-ground Resources 

With regard to above-ground resources, an INDOT-Cultural Resources Office (CRO) historian who meets 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61 first performed 
a desktop review, checking the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures (State Register) and 
National Register of Historic Places (National Register) lists for Porter County. No listed resources are 
present within 0.25 mile of the project area, a distance that would serve as an adequate area of potential 
effects (APE) given the scope of the project and the surrounding terrain. 
 
The Porter County Interim Report (1991; Liberty Township; Portage Township) of the Indiana Historic 
Sites and Structures Inventory (IHSSI) was also consulted. The National Register & IHSSI information is 
available in the Indiana State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) 
and the Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map (IHBBCM). The SHAARD information 
was checked against the Interim Report hard copy maps. The following IHSSI sites are recorded within 
0.25 mile of the project: 
 
Liberty Township 
IHSSI #127-108-15008 (Gossett Cemetery; SR 149; c. 1840-c. 1880; “contributing”) 
IHSSI #127-108-15010 (House; CR 875 N; c. 1920; “contributing”) 
IHSSI #127-108-15012 (Farm; SR 149; c. 1885; “notable”) 
 
Portage Township 
IHSSI #127-520-10027 (Jentzen Farm; CR 875 N; c. 1860; “notable”)—demolished  
 
According to the IHSSI rating system, generally properties rated "contributing" do not possess the level of 
historical or architectural significance necessary to be considered individually National Register eligible, 
although they would contribute to a historic district. If they retain material integrity, properties rated 
“notable” might possess the necessary level of significance after further research. Properties rated 
“outstanding” usually possess the necessary level of significance to be considered National Register 
eligible if they retain material integrity. Historic districts identified in the IHSSI are usually considered 
eligible for the National Register. 
 
Land surrounding the project area is rural. Agricultural fields and one late-twentieth century house are 
immediately surrounding the project area. Wooded areas of mature deciduous trees are present beyond the 
agricultural fields to the north, east, and west. Additionally, most properties are bordered by mature 
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deciduous and/or coniferous trees, such as IHSSI #127-108-15012 (Farm; “notable”), which is located 
south of the project area. A line of mature deciduous and coniferous trees along the property’s northern 
edge block the view of the project to the north. Due to this lack of viewshed, IHSSI #127-108-15012 is 
not considered adjacent to the project for the purposes of this determination.  
 
There are 24 unsurveyed above-ground properties located within 0.25 mile of the project area. Of the 24 
properties, 12, including the late-twentieth century house at the southwest corner of SR 149 & CR 875 
N/Robbins Road, will not be 50 years old or older by the time of project letting in 2022. Of the remaining 
12 properties, four (4) date to the early-twentieth century and eight (8) date to the mid-twentieth century. 
Based on a review of online street-view imagery and aerial photography, the tree coverage in this area, as 
described above, completely shields all these properties from view of the project. For the purposes of this 
determination, none of these properties are considered adjacent to the project area. 
 
*UPDATE 2/9/2022—There are five (5) additional above-ground properties located within 0.25 mile of 
the extended project area that were not previously assessed. All of them date to the twenty-first century 
and are not eligible to the National Register.  
 
Bridge (#149-64-03978 B; NBI #27350) is a steel beam bridge built in 1955 and reconstructed in 1986. 
The bridge length is 77 feet and the deck width, out-to-out, is 46.5 feet. The INDOT-sponsored Historic 
Bridge Inventory did not identify this bridge as eligible to the National Register because it was 
constructed after 1965, which was the cutoff year for inclusion in the inventory. On November 2, 2012, 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) issued the Program Comment for Streamlining 
Section 106 Review for Actions Affecting Post-1945 Concrete and Steel Bridges (Program Comment). 
The Program Comment relieves federal agencies from the Section 106 requirement to consider the effects 
of undertakings on most concrete and steel bridges built after 1945. On March 19, 2013, federal agencies 
were approved to use the Program Comment for Indiana projects. 
 
The Program Comment applies for this bridge because it has not been previously listed in or determined 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and it is not located in or adjacent to a 
historic district (Section IV.A of the Program Comment). As an example of a steel beam bridge, this 
bridge is also not one of the types to which the Program Comment does not apply (arch bridges, truss 
bridges, bridges with movable spans, suspension bridges, cable-stayed bridges, or covered bridges 
[Section IV.B]). Additionally, this bridge has not been identified as having exceptional significance for 
association with a person or event, being a very early or particularly important example of its type in the 
state or the nation, having distinctive engineering or architectural features that depart from standard 
designs, or displaying other elements that were engineered to respond to a unique environmental context 
(Section IV.C). This bridge also has not been identified as having some exceptional quality. Because the 
above criteria from the Program Comment have been met, no individual consideration under Section 106 
is required for Bridge #149-64-03978 B. 
 
*UPDATE 2/9/2022—The structure (CV 149-064-4.44) to be replaced near the southern terminus of the 
project is a 64-foot 3-foot by 2-foot reinforced concrete box culvert; the date of construction is unknown. 
Based on a description of the existing structure and photos provided by Troyer Group, the structure 
exhibits no wood, stone, or brick structures or parts therein. In addition, there is no evidence to suggest 
that it possesses historical or engineering significance. Only agricultural fields are present adjacent to the 
small structure.  
 
**UPDATE 5/2/2022—All areas where guardrail will be installed and a new storm sewer system will 
occur within the original project area that was reviewed by INDOT-CRO. The conversion of the existing 
ditch into a closed sewer system does not constitute a new installation of drainage structures for the 
purpose of this determination. No further review is needed for the additional scope of work. 
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Based on the available information, as summarized above, no above-ground concerns exist as long as the 
project scope does not change. 
 
Archaeology Report Author/Date: 

Jillian Okray and Kaye Grob/June 17, 2020 
Kaye Grob and Scott Hipskind/February 8, 2022 
 
Archaeological Resources 

An archaeological records check and Phase Ia reconnaissance survey of the project area were conducted by 
Cardno (Okray and Grob 2020). The records check found that the project area had not been previously 
examined for archaeological resources and that no previously recorded sites have been identified within or 
adjacent to it. Since the project limits had not been finalized, an area large enough to encompass any 
anticipated additional R/W was surveyed. A 5-acre survey area was examined through the excavation of 63 
shovel probes, pedestrian survey in an agricultural field, and visual inspection of disturbed areas. One 
archaeological site, 12PR820, was newly identified as a result of the investigation. This site consisted of a 
small scatter of historical artifacts identified in three positive shovel probes and one surface find within a 
residential lawn. Due to the lack of potential to provide important information, the portion of the site 
identified within the survey area was recommended as ineligible. However, any portion of the site that 
might exist beyond the survey limits must be avoided or else subjected to additional archaeological 
investigation.  
 
*UPDATE 2/9/22: An addendum Phase Ia reconnaissance survey of the extended project area was 
conducted by Cardno (Grob and Hipskind 2022). It was found that the northern extension was heavily 
disturbed, and the area was investigated via visual inspection. No archaeological sites were identified and 
no additional investigation is recommended (Grob and Hipskind 2022). An area of additional workspace 
along CR 875N west of SR 149 was found to have been covered by the previous investigation (Okray and 
Grob 2020). 
 
The reports were reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources personnel who meet the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61. It is our opinion that the reports are 
acceptable, and we concur with the evaluations and recommendations made by Cardno (Okray and Grob 
2020; Grob and Hipskind 2022). 
 
**UPDATE 5/2/22: All areas where guardrail will be installed and a new storm sewer system will occur 
within the original project area that was reviewed by INDOT-CRO and covered by the previous 
archaeological surveys. 
 
Therefore, there are no archaeological concerns provided the project scope does not change. 
 
Additional comments: Any portion of site 12PR820 that might exist beyond the survey limits must be 
avoided by all project activities or else subjected to additional archaeological investigation to evaluate its 
eligibility. This area should be physically marked for avoidance during construction (e.g., with stakes or 
fencing) and should be labeled on project plans as “Environmental Sensitive Area – Do Not Disturb.”  
 
Accidental Discovery: If any archaeological artifacts or features or human remains are uncovered during 
construction, demolition, or earthmoving activities, construction within 100 feet of the find will be 
stopped and the INDOT Cultural Resources Office and the Division of Historic Preservation and 
Archaeology will be notified immediately.    
 
INDOT Cultural Resources staff reviewer(s): Kelyn Alexander and Matt Coon 
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***Be sure to attach this form to the National Environmental Policy Act documentation for this project.  Also, the 
NEPA documentation shall reference and include the description of the specific stipulation in the PA that qualifies 
the project as exempt from further Section 106 review. 
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Phase Ia Archaeological Reconnaissance 
SR 149 Vertical Sight Distance Correction – SR 149 at CR 875N 

June 2020 Cardno Introduction   iv 

Executive Summary 
The Troyer Group, Inc. (Troyer Group) contacted Cardno, Inc. (Cardno) to conduct a Phase Ia 
archaeological records review and reconnaissance (Phase Ia) for the proposed intersection 
improvements at SR 149 and CR 875 North (Robbins Road) in Valparaiso, Porter County, Indiana 
(INDOT Des. No. 1600701). The project is located along the common line of Sections 21 and 20, 
Township 36 North, Range 6 West on the Chesterton, Indiana USGS 7.5’ topographic map quadrangle. 
The proposed project will involve the reconstruction of SR 149 at CR 875 N for the addition of center left 
turn lanes on both SR 149 and CR 875 N. This entails vertical sight distance corrections, pavement 
resurfacing, possible pavement coring, and utility relocation. 
The proposed project area is approximately 2.0 hectares (ha) (5 acres [ac]) in size, of which 0.81 ha (2 
ac) consists entirely of existing roadbed. As a result, Cardno surveyed 1.21 ha (3 ac) within the project 
area, which included areas where additional right-of-way is anticipated for the project. 
Research within a 1.6 kilometer (km) (1 mi) study radius around the proposed project area revealed 13 
previously documented resources including two archaeological sites, three cemeteries, seven IHSSI-
listed structures, and one historic bridge. Additionally, three previous surveys have been conducted in the 
1.6 km (1 mi) study radius (DeRegnaucourt 1983; Mann 1996; and Stillwell 2004). Fieldwork took place 
on 26 June 2019. As a result of the Phase Ia investigation, one new archaeological site (12Pr0820) was 
identified in the project area. The site consists of a historic artifact scatter dating to the late nineteenth 
through late twentieth centuries. Cardno recommends that site 12Pr0820 is not eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), as it does not have the potential to provide significant 
information regarding the history or settlement patterns of the region. 
Based on the results of the Phase Ia reconnaissance, there are no significant archaeological resources 
present in the project footprint and therefore Cardno determines that no archaeological resources eligible 
for the NRHP will be impacted by the proposed intersection improvement project. Cardno recommends no 
further archaeological investigation for the project to proceed as planned. This determination and 
recommendation is based on current project boundaries; should these boundaries change, additional 
investigation may be required. 
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Phase Ia Archaeological Reconnaissance 
SR 149 Vertical Sight Distance Correction – SR 149 at CR 875N 

June 2020 Cardno Results   28 

4.2 Summary and Evaluation 
Based on provided information, the proposed project is approximately 2.0 hectares (ha) (5 acres [ac]) in 
size, of which 0.81 ha (2 ac) consist entirely of existing roadbed. Cardno therefore surveyed 1.21 ha (3 ac) 
for cultural resources for the proposed SR 149 and CR 875 N (Robbins Road) intersection improvement 
project, in Porter County, Indiana (INDOT Des. No. 1600701). Cardno identified one previously unrecorded 
archaeological site in the project area, site 12Pr0820, which consists of a historic artifact scatter dating to 
the late nineteenth through the late twentieth centuries.  
The identified portion of site 12Pr0820 does not appear to represent unique site types in the region. Site 
12Pr0820 is likely related to the now-demolished ca. 1860 Jentzen farmstead. Site 12Pr0820 cannot be 
directly associated with any significant persons or events in the region, nor does it appear to offer 
information important to the history of the region. Site 12Pr0820, as it is currently defined within the 
project ROW, does not appear to be eligible for the NRHP and no further archaeological work is 
recommended. If the project boundaries should change, further investigation may be necessary to fully 
delineate the sites and reassess its NRHP eligibility. 
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INDIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SHORT REPORT 
State Form 54566 (R2 / 11-20) 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND ARCHAEOLOGY 

402 West Washington Street, Room W274 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2739 

Telephone Number: (317) 232-1646 
Fax Number: (317) 232-0693 

E-mail: dhpa@dnr.IN.gov 

Where applicable, the use of this form is recommended but not required by the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA). 
Name(s) of author(s) 
Kaye Grob and Scott Hipskind 

Date (month, day, year) 
February 8, 2022

Title of project 
An Addendum to the Phase Ia Archaeological Records Review and Reconnaissance for the SR 149 Vertical Sight Distance 
Correction - SR 149 at CR 875 N, Porter County, Indiana, INDOT Des. No. 1600701. 
This document is being used to report on the results of: 

 Records check only   Records check and Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance 
 An addendum to a previous archaeological report. For an addendum, provide the following information. 

Name(s) of author(s) of previous report 
Jillian Okray and Kaye Grob 
Title of previous report 
Phase Ia Archaeological Records Review and Reconnaissance for the SR 149 Vertical Sight Distance Correction - SR 149 
at CR 875 N, Porter County, Indiana. 
Date of previous report (month, day, year) 
June 17, 2020

DHPA number 
N/A

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
Description of project 
The proposed project will involve the reconstruction of SR 149 at CR 875 N for the addition of center left turn lanes on both 
SR 149 and CR 875 N. This entails vertical sight distance corrections, pavement resurfacing, possible pavement coring, and 
utility relocation. 

The initial project area was approximately 2.0 hectares (ha) (5 acres [ac]) in size, of which 0.81 ha (2 ac) consisted entirely 
of existing roadbed. The project area subsequently expanded to the north, as addressed in this addendum report, adding an 
additional 0.2 ha (0.5 ac) to the project, the majority of which is within existing roadbed. In addition, the southwestern leg of 
the initial project area was expanded by 1.5 meters (m) (5 feet [ft]) on the north, east, and south sides of the project area 
along CR 875 N, on the west side of SR 149. This additional workspace was captured in the initial Phase Ia archaeological 
investigation (Okray and Grob 2020) and is not discussed within this report; however, it is depicted on enclosed mapping 
along with the initial survey area (Figure 1). 
INDOT designation number(s) 
1600701

Project number 
J191018500

DHPA number DHPA plan number 

Prepared for: (Company / Institution / Agency) 
The Troyer Group, Inc.
Name of contact 
James Landry 
Address (number and street, city, state, and ZIP code) 
550 Union Street, Mishawaka, IN 46544
Telephone number 
(256)633-0283

E-mail address
jlandry@troyergroup.com

Name of principal investigator 
Veronica Parsell
Name of company / institution 
Cardno, Inc.
Address (number and street, city, state, and ZIP code) 
3901 Industrial Boulevard, Indianapolis, IN 46254
Telephone number 
(317)388-1982

E-mail address
veronica.parsell@cardno.com

Signature of principal investigator (Required) Date (month, day, year) 
2/8/2022

PROJECT LOCATION 
County 
Porter

USGS 7.5’ series topographic quadrangle 
Chesterton

Civil township 
Liberty and Portage

Legal Location 
Grid alignment 
SW
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1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4 Section Township Range 

      NE NE NE 20 36N 6W 

      NW NW NW 21 36N 6W 

                                          

                                          

                                          

Comments 
      
Property ownership (Check all that apply.) 

 Private  Local Government  State Government  Federal Government   Other 
Name of owner 
Existing right-of-way is owned by the State of Indiana. 
Catherine J. Johnson and Scott R. and Liliana C. Shaw own the areas of proposed right-of-way 
Address of owner (number and street, city, state, and ZIP code) 
Johnson: 329 W 875 N, Valparaiso, IN 46385 
Shaw: 279 W 875 N, Valparaiso, IN 46385 
 

PROJECT AREA DETAILS  
See Short Report instructions for required references to be consulted. 
Size of project area (hectares) 
0.2 ha 

Size of project area (acres) 
0.5 ac 

Natural region 
Northwest Morainal Natural Region 

Topography 
T-1 Margin 

Soil(s) information 
The soils within the survey area consist of Suman silt loam 
(So), Rawson loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes (RaB), and Tracy 
sandy loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes (TcA) (USDA/NRCS 2021; 
Figure 2). 
 
Suman silt loam is a very poorly drained hydric alluvial soil, 
Rawson loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes is a moderately well 
drained non-hydric elluvial soil, and Tracy sandy loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes is a well drained non-hydric elluvial soil. 

Watershed 
Little Calumet-Galien watershed/  
8 Digit HUC Code 04040001 

Current land usage 
The current land usage consists of roadside right-of-way and drainage for SR 149, a bridge embankment, and sloped scrub 
vegetation on the edge of woodlots that are located outside of the survey area. 
Comments 
The soils within the project area primarily consist of Alfisols. Alluvial soils are only present along Salt Creek, where Suman 
silt loam is present. Suman soils formed in recent alluvial material and are therefore unlikely to contain buried prehistoric 
deposits due to age and depth to parental material (USDA 2012). Traditional shovel testing should fully delineate the 
potential for buried deposits.  
 

RECORDS CHECK  
 

 Records check only; no field investigation conducted. 
Date of records check (month, day, year) 
August 2, 2021 

Records consulted (Check all that apply.) 
 Archaeological site forms, reports in SHAARD, and SHAARD Archaeology and Structures Map Web Application 
 Cultural Resource Management reports, other research reports, etc., on file in locations other than SHAARD 
 Historical documents and maps from other institutions / resources  
 IHSSI / NRHP structures records in SHAARD  
 Cemetery records in SHAARD 

Within the Project Area 
Previously recorded archaeological sites (Include citations.) 
No previously identified archaeological sites are located within the survey area. 
Previous archaeological studies within the project area (Include citations.) 
Aside from the initial Phase Ia report prepared for this project (Okray and Grob 2020), no archaeological studies have been 
conducted within the survey area. 
Name(s) of previously recorded cemetery(ies) 
No cemeteries have been recorded within the survey area. 
Cemetery registry number(s) 
N/A 

Outside the Project Area  
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Distance from boundary (Check one.) 
 Area researched was a half (½) mile radius from the boundary of the project area. 
 Area researched was a one (1) mile radius from the boundary of the project area. 
 Area researched was a two (2) mile radius from the boundary of the project area. 

Previously recorded archaeological sites (Include citations.) 
The SHAARD database indicates that three previously recorded archaeological sites are located within the 1.6 kilometer 
(km) (1 mile [mi]) study area (12-Pr-0478, 12-Pr-0479 and 12-Pr-0820; IDNR-DHPA 2007). 
 
Sites 12-Pr-0478 and 12-PR-0479 each consist of a prehistoric lithic scatter that are not eligible for the NRHP (Mann 1996). 
Site 12-Pr-0820 consists of a nineteenth and twentieth century historic scatter identified within the initial survey area for this 
project. The site was determined ineligible for the NRHP (Okray and Grob 2020). 
Previous archaeological studies (Include citations.) 
Not including the initial report for this project, records on file at IDNR-DHPA indicate that three previous cultural resource 
investigations have been conducted within the 1.6 km (1 mi) study radius (DeRagnaucourt 1983, Mann 1996, and Stillwell 
2004). 
 
DeRegnaucourt 1983: Archaeological Reconnaissance of Project MN-359(A), Improvement of the Intersection of S.R. 149 
and U.S. 6 Near Valparaiso in Porter County, Indiana. 
 
Mann 1996: Archaeological Field Reconnaissance: INDOT STP-212-1(), Des. 9229935 US6 Added Travel Lanes; STP212-
1(), Des. 9629936 US6 Added Travel Lanes, Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana. 
 
Stillwell 2004: An Archaeological Field Reconnaissance of a Proposed Cellular Phone Tower (Project #017-4E030) in South 
Haven, Porter County, Indiana. 
 
None of these previous surveys were conducted within or adjacent to the project area (Figure 3). 
 
Name(s) of previously recorded cemetery(ies) 
A search of Porter County cemetery records indicates there are three cemeteries located within the 1.6 km (1 mi) study 
radius: James Cemetery (CR-64-35/127-520-10026), Gossett Cemetery (CR-64-17/127-108-15008), and Robbins Cemetery 
(CR-64-37/127-520-10028). None of the cemeteries will be affected by the current project plans.  
Cemetery registry number(s) 
CR-64-35, CR-64-17, CR-64-37 

 
FIELD INVESTIGATION  

Date(s) of field investigation (month, day, year) 
August 19, 2021 

Name of field supervisor 
Scott Hipskind 

Names of field crew 
Scott Hipskind and Kortnee Bell 
Field Conditions 
Surface visibility 
0 percent 

Factors affecting visibility 
Roadside grasses, embankment gravels, and roadside gravel obscured surface visibility. 

Slope 
The slope ranged between 
20 and 60 percent. 

Environmental (weather) conditions during the survey 
On the day the field survey occurred, weather was warm and overcast, with temperatures in 
the low 80 degrees fahrenheit. 

Methods 
Surface survey (Check all that apply.) 

 Visual walkover   Interval:  Thirty (30) meters  Other (Describe below.) 
 Pedestrian survey   Interval:  Five (5) meters   Ten (10) meters   Other (Describe below.) 

Describe methods. 
Prior to the arrival at the extended project area, the excavation of additional shovel test probes was planned to investigate 
the added project area. However, due to the high level of disturbance associated with SR 149, there were no testable 
landforms and a visual inspection of the survey area was conducted by walking along the edge of the project area in two 
transects (out and back) on both sides of the road. During the previous investigation, the northern-most shovel test probe 
west of SR 149 was not excavated due to slope. This slope was created by a road cut associcated with the construction of 
SR 149 and a concrete-lined road side ditch present between the road cut and SR 149. The concrete-lined ditch continued 
north and eventually ended at the rip-rap lined south bank of Salt Creek. The slope of the road cut eventually merged with 
the natural slope of the Salt Creek drainage which is located immediately adjacent to the waterway west of SR 149. On the 
east side of SR 149, the original project area and the previously excavated shovel test probes terminated at the north end of 
a natural terrace. Within the extended project area north of the last previously excavated STP, the natural slope of the 
terrace dropped off and merged with the slope associated with the artificial road side enbankment made with fill to elevate 
SR 149 from the natural ground surface. This enbankment continued to the north and until it ended at the concrete base of 
the bridge and the rip-rap lined south bank of Salt Creek. 
Shovel probes (Check all that apply.) 

 Shovel probes    Interval:  Five (5) meters   Ten (10) meters   Fifteen (15) meters   Other (Describe below.) 
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The standard is screened shovel probes using ¼” size mesh. If shovel probes were not screened, or a different size mesh was utilized, an explanation must 
be provided in the methods below. 
Describe methods. 
N/A 

Cores / auger probes (Check all that apply.) 
 Cores / auger probes  Interval:  Five (5) meters   Ten (10) meters   Fifteen (15) meters   Other (Describe below.) 

The standard is screened cores / auger probes using ¼” size mesh. If cores / auger probes were not screened, or a different size mesh was utilized, an 
explanation must be provided in the methods below. 
Describe methods. 
N/A 

Additional field investigation comments 
Photographs documenting the Phase Ia field reconnaissance are attached (Appendix A). 

 
RESULTS  

Summary of relevant regional culture background 
Archaeological sites are well-documented in Porter County, Indiana, with over 800 archaeological sites recorded (IDNR-
DHPA 2007). The prehistoric occupation of Indiana is generally divided into four broad periods: Paleoindian, Archaic, 
Woodland, and Mississippian.  
 
To date there are seven Paleoindian sites, over 70 Archaic period sites, 78 Woodland period sites, and approximately 12 
sites affiliated with the Mississippian period recorded in Porter County (IDNR-DHPA 2007). 
 
Approximately 20 percent of the recorded archaeological sites in Porter County have historic period components. These 
sites represent the introduction and perpetuation of European and early American settlement in the region. The majority of 
these sites consist of domestic, industrial, or commercial development associated with the historic growth of Porter County. 
Other commonly recorded site types include barns, bridges, burials, cabins, camps, farmsteads, refuse scatters, structures, 
taverns, villages, and isolate finds (IDNR-DHPA 2007).  
 
Porter County was officially established in 1836. Similar to other counties in northwest Indiana, early settlement in Porter 
County was slow due to a lack of transportation routes (HLFI 1991). The marsh and swamp terrain throughout the southern 
half of the county also obstructed travel and settlement (HLFI 1991). The construction of the Michigan Central Railroad in 
the early 1850s provided the necessary access for settlement to develop. The railroad spurred growth in established towns 
such as Valparaiso. As cities began to grow, settlers began to disperse throughout the more rural parts of the county. 
Agriculture dominated Porter County’s economy well into the twentieth century (HLFI 1991). 
 
During the late nineteenth century, development in Chicago and other budding metropolises created markets for the sand 
that comprised the landscape of the Dunes area in the northern portion of the county. In addition, the combination of 
available land and proximity to seemingly unlimited amounts of clean water and easy access to major transportation routes, 
including water, rail and roads, made the Dunes area attractive to the oil and steel industries (Bringelson and Sturdevant 
2007). Large scale modifications to the landscape related to the development of these industries began in the late 19th 
century and continued into the 20th century. 
 
Transportation and recreation also played a major role in Porter County’s economic development. In the early half of the 
twentieth century the construction of U.S. Route 12 and the Lincoln Highway (U.S. 30) opened the county to Chicago 
residents. These roads, as well as the established railroads, took travelers to the Indiana dunes and lakeshore (HLFI 1989). 
As a result, several resort communities were created along the shores of Lake Michigan. Towns such as Ogden Dunes, 
Dune Acres, and Beverly Shores were platted in the 1920s and 1930s (HLFI 1989). 
 
Historic Maps Summary: 
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Four historic maps were referenced pertaining to the historic use of the survey area (Hardesty 1876, Lee & Lee 1895, USPO 
1911, and Ogle 1921). As no buildings are located in proximity to the survey area, copies of these maps are not included in 
the current report. 
 
The 1876 map of Liberty and Portage Township shows numerous environmental and cultural features. Blachly & Sons Mill 
Pond is depicted southeast of the survey area with numerous ephemeral streams extending outward. This map also depicts 
parcels with corresponding landowner information. Parcels associated with the current survey area are owned by A.K. 
Robbins and P. Staffer. No structures are shown within the survey area. Salt Creek is depicted along the northern terminus 
of the survey area and a road travels through the survey area in the location of SR 149 (Hardesty 1876). 
 
The 1895 map of Liberty and Portage Township also exhibits environmental and cultural features. The survey area is shown 
as being owned by James B. Robbins and L.V. Robbins. No strucutres are mapped within the survey area, but two 
structures are mapped to the southeast on the L.V. Robbins property. A road travels through the survey area in the location 
of SR 149 (Lee & Lee 1895). 
  
The 1911 map of Porter County shows no structures southeast of the survey area; however, a new structure adjacent to the 
survey area is now depicted to the southwest. Salt Creek is located at the northern terminus of the survey area (USPO 
1911).  
 
The 1921 map of Porter County shows the continued expansion of the towns, cities, roadways, and railways in the region. 
Parcels that intersect with the survey area belong to Bertha Andrews, and B.I. LaHoya. No structures are mapped within or 
adjacent to the survey area and it appears that the road associated with SR 149 is well established (Ogle 1921). 
 
In addition, no NRHP-listed resources have been recorded within the 1.6 km (1.0 mi) study area and the IHSSI files, as 
available through the Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemeteries (IHBBC) map, indicates there are ten IHSSI-listed 
resources and one historic bridge within the 1.6 km (1 mi) study radius. The previously documented IHSSI structures consist 
of three cemeteries, five farms, a mill, and a house, none of which are located within or adjacent to the survey area.  
Records check (Check all that apply.) 

 The project area does not have the potential to contain archaeological resources. Provide explanation / justification. 
 There are previously recorded archaeological resources within the project area, but those resources do not warrant additional archaeological  

 investigation. Provide explanation / justification. 
 The project area contains previously recorded archaeological resources that warrant additional investigation and/or the project area has the potential  

 to contain archaeological resources. Provide explanation / justification. 
 A cemetery is located within or adjacent to the project area. 

Explanation / justification 
The cultural context of the region suggests that additional, unidentified cultural resources persist in this area. Furthermore, 
the records check indicates that three previously identified archaeological sites and multiple historic structures are located 
within the 1.6 km (1 mi) study area.  
Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance (Check all that apply.) 

 No Phase Ia reconnaissance was conducted. 
 Phase Ia reconnaissance located no archaeological resources. 
 Previously recorded sites were in the project area. 

  Artifacts and/or features at a previously recorded site(s) within the project area were not discovered. List the site(s) below. 
 Phase Ia reconnaissance has identified landforms conducive to buried archaeological deposits. Describe below. 

List sites. 
N/A 

Describe landforms. 
N/A 

Number of shovel probes excavated 
0 

Number of cores / auger probes 
0 

Describe disturbances. Attach photographs documenting disturbances. 
The majority of the northern portion of the added survey area consisted of Salt Creek and the SR 149 bridge over the 
waterway. The remainder of the survey area was heavily disturbed by raised roadbed installation along the east side of SR 
149, roadside drainage ditches and road cuts along the west side of SR 149, and the built-up rip-rap embankment 
associated with the original construction of the bridge over Salt Creek at the northern terminus of the survey area (Figure 4; 
Appendix A, Photos 1-4). East of SR 149 the original project area and the previously excavated shovel test probes 
terminated at the north end of the natural terrace. Within the extended project area to the north the natural slope of the 
terrace dropped down and merged with the slope associated with the artificial road side enbankment made with fill to elevate 
SR 149 from the natural ground surface. This enbankment continued to the north and until it ended at the concrete base of 
the bridge and the rip-rap lined south bank of Salt Creek. West of SR 149 a concrete-lined ditch continued north and 
eventually ended at the rip-rap lined south bank of Salt Creek. The slope of the road cut west of the ditch eventually merged 
with the natural slope of the Salt Creek drainage which is located immediately adjacent to the waterway west of SR 149.  
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Actual area surveyed (hectares) 
0.2 

Actual area surveyed (acres) 
0.5 

Explain results of fieldwork. 
Visual inspection of the area identified no artifacts or features. No archaeological sites or other cultural resources were 
documented as a result of this survey. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Records check (Check all that apply.) 
 No archaeological investigation is recommended before the project is allowed to proceed because the records check has determined that the project  

 area does not have the potential to contain archaeological resources. 
 A Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance is recommended. 
 A cemetery development plan may be required under Indiana Code 14-21-1-26.5 because project ground disturbance will be within 100 feet of a  

 cemetery. 
Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance (Check all that apply.) 

 It is recommended that the project be allowed to proceed as planned because the Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance has located no  
 archaeological sites within the project area and/or previously recorded sites that were investigated warrant no additional investigation. 

 It is recommended that Phase Ic archaeological subsurface reconnaissance be conducted before the project is allowed to proceed. The Phase Ia  
 archaeological reconnaissance has determined that the project area includes landforms which have the potential to contain buried archaeological  
 deposits. 
Other recommendations / commitments 
During the course of the survey, no archaeological sites were encountered. Based on these findings, Cardno recommends 
that no further testing of the survey area be required for the proposed project to proceed as planned. Should the project 
footprint change, additional investigation may be required. 

 
Pursuant to IC-14-21-1, if any archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or 
earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and 29) requires that the discovery must be reported to the Department 
of Natural Resources within two (2) business days. In that event, please call (317) 232-1646. 
 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS 

 Figure showing project location within Indiana 
 USGS topographic map showing the project area (1:24,000 scale) 
 Aerial photograph showing the project area, land use and survey methods 
 Photographs of the project area, including, if applicable, photographs documenting disturbances 
 Project plans (if available) 

Other attachments 
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Driving Indiana’s Economic Growth 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2216  (317) 232-5348  FAX: (317) 233-
4929

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner

Date:   May , 2020 

To: Site Assessment & Management (SAM) 
Environmental Policy Office - Environmental Services Division 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
100 N Senate Avenue, Room N642 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

From: C.J. Cunningham 
The Troyer Group (on behalf of INDOT, LaPorte District) 
550 Union Street 
Mishawaka, IN 
cjc@troyergroup.com 

Re: RED FLAG INVESTIGATION 
DES #1600701, State Project 
Turn Lane Additions 
SR 149 at Robbins Rd (CR 875) 
Porter County, Indiana 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Brief Description of Project:  
The project, sponsored by INDOT LaPorte District, is located along SR 149 at the intersection with Robbins Rd (CR 875), 
0.75 mi. north of US 6, in Porter County. The existing intersection is stop-controlled along Robbins Rd (CR 875) and free-
flow traffic along SR 149. The current intersection is experiencing mainline crashes due to lack of left-turn lanes and the 
minor road has difficulty pulling out across SR 149 due to poor sight distance to the north, resulting in crashes. There is 
concern that if no action is taken, rear-end and right-angle crashes will persist. The proposed scope of work for the 
project is to provide left-turn lanes on SR 149. In addition to the left-turn lane the sight distance will be increased to the 
north by changing the SR 149 vertical alignment. 

Bridge and/or Culvert Project: Yes    No    Structure # _________________ 
If this is a bridge project, is the bridge Historical? Yes    No  , Select  Non-Select  
(Note: If the project involves a historical bridge, please include the bridge information in the Recommendations 
Section of the report).  

Proposed right of way:  Temporary   # Acres _____     Permanent   # Acres  <0.5 acres 

Type of excavation: Excavation work will be necessary for grading associated with the new turn lane, adjustment of the 
vertical alignment, and construction of realigned roadside drainage swales. Maximum depth of excavation will be 
approximately 6-8'. 

1

Appendix E-1



www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Maintenance of traffic:  Traffic is anticipated to be maintained on SR 149 via lane restrictions demarcated by barrier 
walls or traffic drums. If construction phasing will not permit this, a detour will be necessary. 

Work in waterway:  Yes     No   Above ordinary high water mark:  Yes  No  

State Project:       LPA:  

Any other factors influencing recommendations:  
INFRASTRUCTURE TABLE AND SUMMARY  

Infrastructure  
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

Religious Facilities 1 Recreational Facilities N/A 
Airports1 N/A Pipelines 3 

Cemeteries 2 Railroads N/A 
Hospitals N/A Trails N/A 
Schools N/A Managed Lands N/A 

1In order to complete the required airport review, a review of public airports within 3.8 miles (20,000 feet) is required.  

Explanation:  
Religious Facilities – One (1) religious facility is located within the 0.5 mile search radius. Incorrectly mapped 0.29 mile 
north of the project area, the religious facility is actually located 0.40 mile north of the project area. No impact is 
expected. 

Cemeteries – Two (2) cemeteries are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest cemetery is located 0.10 
mile northeast of the project area. No impact is expected. 

Pipelines – Three (3) pipeline segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The Marathon Pipe Line Co. and 
Northern Indiana Public Service Co. pipelines are located within the project area. Coordination with INDOT Utilities and 
Railroads should occur. 

WATER RESOURCES TABLE AND SUMMARY 

Water Resources 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

NWI - Points N/A Canal Routes - Historic N/A 
Karst Springs N/A NWI - Wetlands 16 

Canal Structures – Historic N/A Lakes 6 
NPS NRI Listed N/A Floodplain - DFIRM 10 

NWI-Lines 2 Cave Entrance Density N/A 
IDEM 303d Listed Streams and 

Lakes (Impaired) 2 Sinkhole Areas N/A 

Rivers and Streams 6 Sinking-Stream Basins N/A 

Explanation:  
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NWI-Lines – Two (2) NWI-Lines are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest NWI-Line is located 0.24 mile 
southeast of the project area. No impact is expected. 
 
IDEM 303d Listed Streams and Lakes (Impaired) – Two (2) 303d listed streams and lakes are located within the 0.5 mile 
search radius. The nearest 303d listed stream is located 0.35 mile southeast of the project area. No impact is expected. 
 
Rivers and Streams – Six (6) river and stream segments are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest river 
and stream segment is located 0.01 mile northeast of the project area. No impact is expected. 
 
NWI -Wetlands – Sixteen (16) wetlands are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. One wetland is located adjacent 
to the west of the project area. A Waters of the US Report will be prepared and coordination with INDOT ES Ecology 
and Waterway Permitting will occur. 
 
Lakes – Six (6) lake polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. The nearest lake polygon is located 0.07 mile 
north of the project area. No impact is expected. 
 
Floodplain – DFIRM – Ten (10) floodplain polygons are located within the 0.5 mile search radius. One (1) floodplain 
polygon is located adjacent to the north of the project area. Coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway 
Permitting will occur.  
 
URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY SUMMARY  
 
Explanation: 
This project lies within the Porter County UAB. Post construction Storm Water Quality Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) may need to be considered. An early coordination letter with topographic and aerial maps showing the project 
area should be sent to the Porter County MS4 Coordinator at 155 Indiana Avenue, Suite 311, Valparaiso IN, 46383. 
 
MINING AND MINERAL EXPLORATION TABLE AND SUMMARY 
 

Mining/Mineral Exploration 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

Petroleum Wells N/A Mineral Resources N/A 
Mines – Surface N/A Mines – Underground N/A 

 
Explanation:  
There are no Mining and Mineral resources of concern in the project area. 
 
HAZARDOUS MATERIAL CONCERNS TABLE AND SUMMARY 
 

Hazardous Material Concerns 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

Superfund  N/A Manufactured Gas Plant Sites N/A 
RCRA Generator/ TSD N/A Open Dump Waste Sites N/A 

RCRA Corrective Action Sites N/A Restricted Waste Sites N/A 
State Cleanup Sites N/A Waste Transfer Stations N/A 
Septage Waste Sites N/A Tire Waste Sites N/A 
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Underground Storage Tank (UST) 
Sites N/A Confined Feeding Operations 

(CFO) N/A 

Voluntary Remediation Program  N/A Brownfields N/A 
Construction Demolition Waste N/A Institutional Controls  N/A 

Solid Waste Landfill N/A NPDES Facilities N/A 
Infectious/Medical Waste Sites N/A NPDES Pipe Locations N/A 
Leaking Underground Storage 

(LUST) Sites N/A Notice of Contamination Sites N/A 

 
Explanation:  
There are no Hazardous Materials concerns in the project area. 
 
ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION SUMMARY 
 
The LaPorte County listing of the Indiana Natural Heritage Data Center information on endangered, threatened, or rare 
(ETR) species and high quality natural communities is attached with ETR species highlighted. A preliminary review of 
the Indiana Natural Heritage Database by INDOT Environmental Services did not indicate the presence of ETR species 
within the 0.5 mile search radius. Coordination with USFWS and IDNR will occur. 
 
A review of the USFWS database did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species in or within 0.5 mile of the 
project area. The range-wide programmatic consultation for the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat will be 
completed according to the most recent “Using the USFWS’s IPaC System for Listed Bat Consultation for INDOT 
Projects.” 
 
An inquiry using the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website did not indicate the presence of 
the federally endangered species, the Rusty Patched Bumblebee, in or within 0.5 mile of the project area. No impact is 
expected.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS SECTION 
 
Include recommendations from each section.  If there are no recommendations, please indicate N/A: 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE:  

Pipelines: The Marathon Pipe Line Co. and Northern Indiana Public Service Co. pipelines are located within the 
project area. Coordination with INDOT Utilities and Railroads should occur. 

 
WATER RESOURCES:   

 The presence of the following water resources will require the preparation of a Waters of the US Report and 
coordination with INDOT ES Ecology and Waterway Permitting: 

o One wetland is located adjacent to the west of the project area 
 One floodplain polygon is located adjacent to the north of the project area. Coordination with INDOT ES 

Ecology and Waterway Permitting will occur. 
 
URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY: 

 This project lies within the Porter County UAB. Post construction Storm Water Quality Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) may need to be considered. An early coordination letter with topographic and aerial maps 
showing the project area should be sent to the Porter County MS4 Coordinator at 155 Indiana Avenue, Suite 
311, Valparaiso IN, 46383. 
 

MINING/MINERAL EXPLORATION: N/A 
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HAZMAT CONCERNS: N/A 
 
ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION:  

 Coordination with USFWS and IDNR will occur. The range-wide programmatic consultation for the Indiana Bat 
and Northern Long-eared Bat will be completed according to the most recent “Using the USFWS’s IPaC System 
for Listed Bat Consultation for INDOT Projects”. 

 
INDOT Environmental Services concurrence:       (Signature) 
 
 
 
Prepared by: 
C.J. Cunningham 
Manager - Environmental Services 
Troyer Group 
 
Graphics: 
 
A map for each report section with a 0.5 mile search radius buffer around all project area(s) showing all items identified 
as possible items of concern is attached.  If there is not a section map included, please change the YES to N/A: 
 
SITE LOCATION: YES  
 
INFRASTRUCTURE: YES  
 
WATER RESOURCES: YES  
 
URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY: YES  
 
MINING/MINERAL EXPLORATION: N/A 
 
HAZMAT CONCERNS: N/A 
 

Aaron Aldred Digitally signed by Aaron Aldred 
Date: 2020.05.21 11:03:08 -04'00'
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Red Flag Investigation - Site Location
SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection

Des. No.1600701, Turn Lane Additions
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Red Flag Investigation - Infrastructure
SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection

Des. No.1600701, Turn Lane Additions
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Red Flag Investigation - Water Resources
SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection

Des. No.1600701, Turn Lane Additions
Porter County, Indiana
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State of Indiana
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Red Flag Investigation - Urbanized Area Boundary
SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection

Des. No.1600701, Turn Lane Additions
Porter County, Indiana
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September 10, 2020 Cardno- J191018500   
 

1 Introduction 
1.1 Cardno has been contracted to perform a boundary delineation survey and assessment of 
regulated waters, including wetlands for the proposed intersection improvements at SR 149 and 
CR 875 North (Robbins Road) in Valparaiso, Porter County, Indiana (INDOT Des. No. 1600701). 
The project is located along the common line of Sections 21 and 20, Township 36 North, Range 
6 West on the Chesterton, Indiana USGS 7.5’ topographic map quadrangle. The proposed project 
will involve the reconstruction of SR 149 at CR 875 N for the addition of center left turn lanes on 
both SR 149 and CR 875 N. This entails vertical sight distance corrections, pavement resurfacing, 
possible pavement coring, and utility relocation.  

Based on field investigations conducted by Cardno on May 29, 2019 and again on April 21, 2021 
it is our professional opinion that no wetlands, one stream and six roadside ditches are present in 
the survey area. The locations of the roadside ditches and flow patterns of these ditches were 
documented. At the time of the survey recent heavy rains had filled the ditches and they 
proceeded to drain the adjacent agricultural land as well.  

2 Background Information 
Date of Waters Field Investigation: May 29, 2019 and April 21, 2021 
 
Location: 
Latitude: 41.561063°N Longitude: -87.124333° W 
Section 21, 20 Township 36N, Range 6W 
Chesterton, Indiana Quadrangles 
Porter County, Indiana 
HUC 12: 040400010403 
 
2.1   National Wetland Inventory 
The National Wetland Inventory (NWI) map of the project area (Figure 2) identified 4 NWI wetland 
areas near the project survey boundaries. The one NWI wetland identified as PF01/EM1Cd 
outside the northeastern portion of the project area. The wetland is a palustrine forested broad-
leaved deciduous split with an emergent persistent seasonally flooded and partially drained 
system. This wetland complex is in association with the Salt Creek waterway and riparian zone. 
The 12 Digit HUC unit is 040400010403 for the Squirrel Creek-Salt Creek watershed. 
 
There are two PEM1C, palustrine emergent persistent seasonally flooded wetlands on the NWI 
south of CR 875N. One on the east and one on the west of SR 149, both of these NWI wetlands 
occur in a current agricultural field.  
 
In addition, one NWI wetland located southwest of the project area is listed as a PF01/SS1C, a 
palustrine forested broad-leaved deciduous split with a scrub-shrub broad-leaved deciduous and 
seasonally flooded. These NWI wetland areas are all outside the project area. The National 
Hydrology Data set (NHD) indicates an anticipated flow line along the western edge of SR 149. 
This flow line coincides with Ditch 01 and Ditch 05.  
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2.2   Soil Survey 
The NRCS Soil Survey of Porter County identified four soil series in the project area (Figure 3).  
The following table identifies the soil unit symbol, soil unit name, and whether or not the soil type 
contains components that meet the hydric soil criteria. 

 
Attached Documents: 

• Figures 
• Photographs of the project area 

 
Project Description: 
The purpose of the proposed project (INDOT Des. No. 1600701) will involve the reconstruction 
of SR 149 at CR 875 N for the addition of center left turn lanes on both SR 149 and CR 875 N. 
This entails vertical sight distance corrections, pavement resurfacing, possible pavement coring, 
and utility relocation. 

3 Site Investigation and Description 
3.1 Investigation Methodology 
Prior to the field work, the background information was reviewed to establish the probability and 
potential location of wetlands on the site.  Next, a general reconnaissance of the project area was 
conducted to determine site conditions. The site was then walked with the specific intent of 
determining and marking wetland boundaries. Complete descriptions of typical soil series can be 
found in the soil survey for Porter County. 
 
3.1.1 Site Photographs.  Photographs of the site are located in Appendix A.  These photographs 
are the visual documentation of site conditions at the time of inspection. The photographs are 
intended to provide representative visual samples of any wetlands or other special features found 
on the site. 
 
3.1.2    Delineation Data Sheets.  Where stations represent a wetland boundary point they are 
presented as paired data points, one each documenting the wetland and upland sides of the 
wetland boundary. The routine wetland delineation data sheets used in the jurisdictional 
delineation process are located in Appendix B. These forms are the written documentation of how 
representative sample stations meet or do not meet each of the wetland criteria.  For plant species 
included on the NWPL, nomenclature follows their lead. For all other plants not listed in the NWPL, 
additional sources are listed in the bibliography. No data stations were completed upon the field 

Table 2-1 Soil Types Within the SR 149 and CR 875 N (Robbins Road) Intersection Project  
Area 

Symbol Description Hydric Percent Hydric 
Inclusions 

RaB Rawson loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes Yes 3 
TcA Tracy sandy loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes Yes 3 
Br Bourbon sandy loam Yes 6 
So Suman silt loam Yes 100 
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investigation as Cardno’s professional judgement determined no plausible wetland areas to 
investigate. 
 
3.2 Field Reconnaissance  
A field visit to the project area was conducted on May 29, 2019 and April 21, 2021 for a revised 
project area, by the Cardno Inc. staff. The survey footprint consisted of the area that had the 
potential to be impacted based on all possible design scenarios. The survey area was evaluated 
for the presence or absence of wetlands and waterways.                                                
3.2.1   Wetlands 
No wetlands were found during the survey of this project area. No data points were taken as a 
result of no suspected wetland areas upon visual survey for this project. No visual observance 
of wetland vegetation was prevalent within the project survey area. The most common plant 
species present within the project area were  Redtop grass (Agrostis gigantea FACW), annual 
ragweed (Ambrosia artemisifolia, FACU), Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis, FACU), common 
dandelion (Taraxacum officinale, FACU) and Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia, 
FACU).                                                                                                                      
3.2.2 Waterways 

One waterway was found during the survey of this revised project area. None of the roadside 
ditches showed characteristics of an Ordinary High Water Mark, (OHWM) or had bed and bank  
features of consistently flowing waterways. The project area contains 1 jurisdictional waterway, 
Salt Creek, and non-jurisdictional roadside ditches. 

Waterways Summary Table 3-2 
SR 149 Porter County, Indiana 
Designation Number: 1600701 

 

Waterway 
Name Photo Lat/Long 

OHWM 
Width 

(ft) 

OHWM 
Depth 

(ft) 

Riffles 
and 

Pools? 

USGS-
NHD 

Blueline 
Type 

Quality Substrate Likely 
WOTUS 

Salt 
Creek 

29,30,
32,33,
34,36 

41.563619°, 
-87.124244° 

60.0 5.0 
No-

Riffle 
and 
Pool 

Perennial Poor Sand Yes 

 
Salt Creek 

Salt Creek is located at the northern extent of the project area, which limited the survey to the 
left descending bank of the waterway. Salt Creek is a large perennial waterway, seen as a blue 
line stream on USGS mapping, with a watershed extending south of US 30. The waterway flow 
in the project area is from east to west. The OHWM width at the project area is 60.0 feet and the 
depth of the OHWM is approximately 5.0 feet. The substrate in this area of Salt Creek is known 
to be sands, silts, and clay, but at the time of the survey could not be visually assessed because 
of turbidity of the water. Salt Creek generally flows north to confluence with the East Arm of the 
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Little Calumet. This waterway is directly connected to Lake Michigan at Burns Harbor, all of 
these being a traditional navigable waterway and a Waters of the U.S. 
3.2.3 Roadside Ditches 
Several roadside ditches were identified in the project area. All ditches were adjacent to a road 
and conveyed water to other resources in the project area. Many of these conveyed water through 
culvert structures under driveways. These ditches did not display an OHWM or bed and bank of 
a jurisdictional feature and would not be considered jurisdictional Waters of the US. These ditches 
contained flowing water at the time of the survey as recent very heavy rains and unseasonably 
wet conditions had left the agricultural fields and surrounding areas saturated and containing 
standing water that was draining to these ditches. 
Ditch 01 
The Ditch 01 is a roadside ditch that extends from a culvert on the north side of 875 N, west of 
SR 149 and the drainage pattern flows north along SR 149 and inlets to a culvert that egresses 
on the east side of SR 149 joining with Ditch 04 and becoming overland flow outside the project 
area. The ditch did not display wetland characteristics or OHWM and stream characteristics thus 
classifying this as a roadside ditch.  
Ditch 02 
Ditch 02 begins on the west side of SR 149 near a residential driveway and extends north along 
SR 149 continuing downslope outside the project area to the Salt Creek floodplain area. The ditch 
did not display wetland characteristics or OHWM and stream characteristics thus classifying this 
as a roadside ditch.  
Ditch 03 
Ditch 03 begins on the east side of SR 149, north of CR 875N. The ditch drainage pattern 
continues north along SR 149 continuing downslope outside the project area to the Salt Creek 
floodplain area. The ditch did not display wetland characteristics or OHWM and stream 
characteristics thus classifying this as a roadside ditch.  
Ditch 04 
Ditch 04 begins on the east side of SR 149, north of CR 875 N. The ditch drainage pattern 
continues north along SR 149 continuing downslope and joining any drainage from Ditch 01 at a 
culvert egress and continues is drainage eastward downslope out of the project area as overland 
sheet flow. The ditch did not display wetland characteristics or OHWM and stream characteristics 
thus classifying this as a roadside ditch.  
Ditch 05 
Ditch 05 begins on the east side of SR 149, south of CR 875 N. This is on the southeast portion 
of the project area. The ditch collects overland sheet flow from the agricultural fields to the west. 
This stormwater is directed to the ditch by the grade of those fields. The drainage flows north 
along SR 149 and passes through a culvert under CR 875 N, joining Ditch 01. The ditch did not 
display wetland characteristics or OHWM and stream characteristics thus classifying this as a 
roadside ditch.  
Ditch 06 
Ditch 06 begins on the southeast corner of the intersection of SR 149 and CR 875N. This ditch 
begins here and extends south along the east side of SR 149. The ditch drainage pattern is 
southward and then empties in the agricultural field and overland sheet flow to the east. The ditch 
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did not display wetland characteristics or OHWM and stream characteristics thus classifying this 
as a roadside ditch.  
3.2.4 Birds and Bats 

No structures supporting roosting habitat existed within the survey area for this project for either 
various birds or bat species. The trees and shrubs present within the project area were of poor 
quality and numbers and did not provide foraging or roosting opportunities. There was high 
quality roosting habitat located just outside the project area to the northeast of the project. This 
area is forested and along the riparian zone of Salt Creek. This area should be considered high 
quality bat roosting habitat for this region.  
 
4 Summary and Conclusion 
4.1 Waters Summary 
 
Cardno conducted an investigation of potentially jurisdictional waters within the Project area on 
May 29, 2019 and on April 21, 2021. The six roadside ditches were identified by Cardno. These 
ditches contained flowing water at the time of the survey as recent very heavy rains and 
unseasonably wet conditions had left the agricultural fields and surrounding areas saturated and 
containing standing water that was draining to these ditches.  
During the April 21, 2021 survey of an extended and revised project area was conducted. 
Additional photos were taken and the OHWM of the Left Downstream Bank of Salt Creek was 
mapped.   
While this report represents our best professional judgment based on our knowledge and 
experience, it is important to note that the Chicago District of the USACE has final discretionary 
authority over all jurisdictional determinations of “waters of the U.S.” including wetlands under 
Section 404 of the CWA in this region.  It is therefore, recommended that a copy of this report be 
furnished to the Chicago District of the USACE to confirm the results of our findings.   
A permit must be obtained from the USACE and the IDEM prior to any filling, dredging, or 
mechanical land clearing that occurs within the boundaries of any WOUS or “waters of the State.”  
 
Conclusions: 
Cardno conducted an investigation of potentially jurisdictional waters and wetlands within the 
Project area on May 29, 2019 and April 21, 2021. The six roadside ditches were found.  Resource 
acreage or length, in some cases exists beyond the Project area. None of these roadside ditches 
displayed characteristics that would result in them being classified as jurisdictional features.  One 
stream OHWM was mapped and is known as the left downstream bank of Salt Creek.  
 
Acknowledgements: 
This waters determination has been prepared based on the best available information, interpreted 
in the light of the investigator’s training, experience and professional judgement in conformance 
with the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, the appropriate regional 
supplement, the USACE Jurisdictional Determination Form Instructional Guidebook, and other 
appropriate agency guidelines. 
Tim Meeks 
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Photo 1: Facing North at Ditch 01 culvert ingress west of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 2: Facing East at Ditch 01 culvert ingress west of SR 149, 05/29/2019 

Photo 3: Facing South at Ditch 01 culvert ingress west of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 4:  Facing West at Ditch 01 west of SR149, 05/29/2019 
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Photo 5: Facing North along the west side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 6: Facing East along the west side of SR149, 05/29/2019 

Photo 7: Facing South (upslope) along the west side of  SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 8: Facing West (upslope) along the west side of SR149, 05/29/2019 
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Photo 9: Facing North along Ditch 03 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 10: Facing East along Ditch 03 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 
Vegeta on Dominated Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia, FACU).                           

Photo 11: Facing South along Ditch 03 on the east side of SR149, Vegeta on Dominated 
by Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia, FACU )                                                                                                                  

Photo 12: Facing West along Ditch 03 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Vegeta on 
Dominated by Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia, FACU) 
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Site Photographs Project Number: 
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Additional Photographs 
DES 1600701 SR 149 at CR 875N (Robbins Road) Intersection  
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Photo 13: Facing North along Ditch 04 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 14: Facing East along Ditch 04 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 vegeta on 
dominated by Impa ens capensis, FACW  and Canada goldenrod, FACU 

Photo 15: Facing South along Ditch 04 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 
Vegeta on Dominated Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia, FACU) 

Photo 16: Facing West along Ditch 04 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Vegeta on 
Dominated Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia, FACU) Kentucky bluegrass FACU
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Additional Photographs 
DES 1600701 SR 149 at CR 875N (Robbins Road) Intersection  

Wetland Delineation 
Troyer Group 

Porter County, Indiana 

Project Number:: 
J191018500 

 

708 Roosevelt Rd., Walkerton, IN 46574 USA 
Phone (+1) 574 586 3400 Fax (+1) 574 586 3446 
www.cardno.com 

 
 

Appendix F-19



Photo 17: Facing North on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 18: Facing East on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 

Photo 19: Facing South on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 20: Facing West on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 
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Photo 21: Facing North along Ditch 06 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 22: Facing East along Ditch 06 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 

Photo 23: Facing South along Ditch 06 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 24: Facing West along Ditch 06 on the east side of SR149, 05/29/2019 

Woodsdale 
Duke Energy 
Butler County, Ohio 

Site Photographs Project Number: 
J156720M14 

Additional Photographs 
DES 1600701 SR 149 at CR 875N (Robbins Road) Intersection  
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Photo 25: Facing North along Ditch 05 on the west side of SR149,  05/29/2019 Redtop grass 
(Agros s gigantea FACW), Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis, FACU)  

Photo 26: Facing East along Ditch 05 on the west side of SR149, 05/29/2019 

Photo 27: Facing South along Ditch 05 on the west side of SR149, 05/29/2019 Photo 28: Facing West along Ditch 05 on the west side of SR149, 05/29/2019 
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Photo 29: Salt Creek Upper Reach East of SR149 Facing North 04/21/21  

 
Photo 30:  Salt Creek Upper Reach East of SR149 Facing East 04/21/21 

Photo 31: East of SR149 Facing South 04/21/21 Photo 32: Salt Creek Upper Reach East of SR149 Facing West  04/21/21 
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Photo 33: Facing North, West of SR149 at the  Downstream Reach of Salt Creek  

      04/21/21 
Photo 34: Facing East, East of SR149 at the Downstream Reach of Salt Creek 

04/21/21 

Photo 35: Facing South to Ditch 2 East of SR149 04/21/21 Photo 36: Facing West along Salt Creek East of SR149 04/21/21 
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                     Photo 37: Facing North, West of SR149 at Ditch 2 04/21/21 Photo 38: Facing East, East of SR149 at the 04/21/21 

Photo 39: Facing South at Ditch 2 East of SR149  04/21/21 Photo 40: Facing West at Ditch 2  East of SR149 04/21/21 
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                     Photo 41: Facing North, West of SR149 at CR875 04/21/21 Photo 42: Facing East, West of SR149 at CR 875  04/21/21 

Photo 43: Facing South West of SR149 at CR875  04/21/21 Photo 44: Facing West, West of SR149 at CR875  04/21/21 
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 Photo 45: Facing North, West of SR149 at CR875 Intersec on 04/21/21 Photo 46: Facing East, West of SR149 at CR 875 Intersec on  04/21/21 

Photo 47: Facing South East of SR149 at CR875 Intersec on 04/21/21 Photo 48: Facing West East of SR149 at CR875 Intersec on  04/21/21 

Woodsdale 
Duke Energy 
Butler County, Ohio 

Site Photographs Project Number: 
J156720M14 

Additional Photographs 
DES 1600701 SR 149 at CR 875N (Robbins Road) Intersection 

Wetland Delineation 
Troyer Group 

Porter County, Indiana 

Project Number:: 
J191018500 
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Phone (+1) 574 586 3400 Fax (+1) 574 586 3446 
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Appendix 2 - PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (PJD) FORM 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
A. REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR PJD:

B. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON REQUESTING PJD:

C. DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:

D. PROJECT LOCATION(S) AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

(USE THE TABLE BELOW TO DOCUMENT MULTIPLE AQUATIC RESOURCES AND/OR 
AQUATIC RESOURCES AT DIFFERENT SITES) 

State: County/parish/borough: City: 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  
Lat.:    Long.:  
Universal Transverse Mercator: 
Name of nearest waterbody: 

E. REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):
Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 
Field Determination.  Date(s): 
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TABLE OF AQUATIC RESOURCES IN REVIEW AREA WHICH “MAY BE” SUBJECT TO REGULATORY 
JURISDICTION. 

Site 
number 

Latitude 
(decimal 
degrees) 

Longitude 
(decimal 
degrees) 

Estimated amount 
of aquatic resource 
in review area 
(acreage and linear 
feet, if applicable) 

Type of aquatic 
resource (i.e., wetland 
vs. non-wetland 
waters) 

Geographic authority 
to which the aquatic 
resource “may be” 
subject (i.e., Section 
404 or Section 10/404) 
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1) The Corps of Engineers believes that there may be jurisdictional aquatic resources in
the review area, and the requestor of this PJD is hereby advised of his or her option
to request and obtain an approved JD (AJD) for that review area based on an
informed decision after having discussed the various types of JDs and their
characteristics and circumstances when they may be appropriate.

2) In any circumstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual permit, or a
Nationwide General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring “pre-
construction notification” (PCN), or requests verification for a non-reporting NWP or
other general permit, and the permit applicant has not requested an AJD for the
activity, the permit applicant is hereby made aware that: (1) the permit applicant has
elected to seek a permit authorization based on a PJD, which does not make an
official determination of jurisdictional aquatic resources; (2) the applicant has the
option to request an AJD before accepting the terms and conditions of the permit
authorization, and that basing a permit authorization on an AJD could possibly result
in less compensatory mitigation being required or different special conditions; (3) the
applicant has the right to request an individual permit rather than accepting the terms
and conditions of the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4) the applicant can
accept a permit authorization and thereby agree to comply with all the terms and
conditions of that permit, including whatever mitigation requirements the Corps has
determined to be necessary; (5) undertaking any activity in reliance upon the subject
permit authorization without requesting an AJD constitutes the applicant’s acceptance
of the use of the PJD; (6) accepting a permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered
individual permit) or undertaking any activity in reliance on any form of Corps permit
authorization based on a PJD constitutes agreement that all aquatic resources in the
review area affected in any way by that activity will be treated as jurisdictional, and
waives any challenge to such jurisdiction in any administrative or judicial compliance
or enforcement action, or in any administrative appeal or in any Federal court; and (7)
whether the applicant elects to use either an AJD or a PJD, the JD will be processed
as soon as practicable.  Further, an AJD, a proffered individual permit (and all terms
and conditions contained therein), or individual permit denial can be administratively
appealed pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 331.  If, during an administrative appeal, it
becomes appropriate to make an official determination whether geographic
jurisdiction exists over aquatic resources in the review area, or to provide an official
delineation of jurisdictional aquatic resources in the review area, the Corps will
provide an AJD to accomplish that result, as soon as is practicable.  This PJD finds
that there “may be” waters of the U.S. and/or that there “may be” navigable waters of
the U.S. on the subject review area, and identifies all aquatic features in the review
area that could be affected by the proposed activity, based on the following
information:

 
 

Appendix F-30



SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for PJD (check all that apply) 

Checked items should be included in subject file.  Appropriately reference sources 
below where indicated for all checked items: 

Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the PJD requestor: 
Map: ___________________________________________________. 

Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the PJD requestor. 
Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report. 
Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.  Rationale: ___________________. 

Data sheets prepared by the Corps: _______________________________________________.
Corps navigable waters’ study: ____________________________________________________. 
U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas: ___________________________________________. 

USGS NHD data. 
USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps. 

U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name: _______________________________. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: ___________________________. 
National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name: ______________________________________. 
State/local wetland inventory map(s): _______________________________________________. 
FEMA/FIRM maps: ____________________________________________________________. 
100-year Floodplain Elevation is: ________________.(National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929)
Photographs: Aerial (Name & Date): ___________________________________________.

or        Other (Name & Date): ____________________________________________.
Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter: __________________________.
Other information (please specify): _________________________________________________.

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not necessarily 
been verified by the Corps and should not be relied upon for later jurisdictional 
determinations. 

Signature and date of Signature and date of 
Regulatory staff member person requesting PJD 
completing PJD  (REQUIRED, unless obtaining  

 the signature is impracticable)1

1 Districts may establish timeframes for requestor to return signed PJD forms. If the requestor does not respond 
within the established time frame, the district may presume concurrence and no additional follow up is 
necessary prior to finalizing an action.  

05/14/2021
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Indiana Floodplain Information Portal Report

Point of Interest

Approximate Address:

892 State Rd 149

PORTAGE, IN 46368

Effective Flood Zone:

AE

Preliminary Flood Zone:

N/A

Best Available Flood Zone:

AE

Approximate Flood Elevation:

618.1ft NAVD88

Source:

Zone AE Profile Delineation

Nearest Stream:

SALT CREEK

Map Legend

 

   Point of Interest

 

   Nearest Point on Stream

Best Available Flood Zone

 

Site Map with Best Available Flood Zone

Approximate scale 1:2,400

Disclaimer

The data shown on this map represents FEMA floodplain data enhanced with additional studies that have been reviewed and

approved by the Division of Water.  While this data has not yet been submitted to FEMA for inclusion in the Flood Insurance Rate

Generated on Monday July 20th 2020 at 11:30:58amAppendix F-33
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4275 North High School Road     Indianapolis, Indiana 46254 
(317) 293-3542 Tel     (317) 293-4737 Fax

www.vsengineering.com

NOTICE OF SURVEY 

May 29, 2019 

RE: State Road 149 and Robbins Road Intersection Improvement 
Porter County, Indiana 

Dear Property Owner: 

Our information indicates that you own or occupy property near this proposed highway 
project.  Our employees will be doing a survey of the project area in the near future.  It 
may be necessary for them to come onto your property to complete this work.  This is 
allowed by law by Indiana Code IC 8-23-7-26.  They will show you their identification, if 
you are available, before coming onto your property.  If you have sold this property, or it 
is occupied by someone else, please let us know the name and address of the new 
owner or current occupant so we can contact them about the survey. 

At this stage we generally do not know what effect, if any, our project may eventually 
have on your property.  If we determine later that your property is involved, we will 
contact you with additional information. 

The survey work will include mapping the location of features such as trees, buildings, 
fences and drives, and obtaining ground elevations.  The survey work may also include 
the identification and mapping of wetlands, archaeological investigations (which may 
include excavation of small shovel test probes), and various other environmental studies.  
The survey is needed for the proper planning and design of this highway project.  Please 
be assured of our sincere desire to cause you as little inconvenience as possible during 
this survey.  If any problems do occur, please contact our field crew or contact me at the 
phone number or address shown herein. 

Sincerely, 

VS Engineering, Inc. 
Matthew R. Healy, P.S. 
Project Surveyor 
317-293-3542, x-140

Des. No. 1600701 
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 
 
 
 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 
Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Michael Smith, Commissioner 

 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PLANNED IMPROVEMENT 
 
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) is developing plans to improve the safety of the intersection of State 
Road (SR) 149 and Robbins Rd, southeast of the City of Portage, Porter County, Portage and Liberty Townships. The 
construction limits for the project will stretch from 0.58 to 0.93 mile N of US 6 on SR 149 and from 160 ft. W to 160 
ft. E of 149 on Robbins Rd.  

 
The purpose of this proposed project is to improve the overall safety of the intersection by reducing the number and 
severity of crashes at this location. The project is needed because crashes at this intersection are both more frequent 
and more severe than at similar locations throughout the state. From 2016 to 2019, 43 crashes occurred at this 
location, with 13 resulting in injury. Crashes at this intersection primarily involved vehicles running off the roadway, 
rear-end collisions, and right angle collisions. The biggest factors that contributed to these crashes are believed to be 
two main factors, lack of left-turn lanes and lack of sight distance looking north from Robbins Rd.  
 
The project, Des. 1600701, proposes to widen SR 149 to install a 12-ft wide two-way left-turn lane (TWTL) and alter 
the vertical alignment of SR 149. SR 149 will be widened between 10 and 16 ft. on each side in order to create a 56-ft 
wide roadway through the project area. It will consist of two 12-ft travel lanes, the newly installed 12-ft turn lane, and 
10-ft. paved shoulders. The roadway will taper at both ends to match the configuration of SR 149 outside of the 
project area. In order to provide adequate drainage for the widened roadway, side slopes with 2.5:1 to 3:1 slope ratios 
will be installed by excavating and adding clean fill material as necessary. Roadside ditches will be shifted outward 
where necessary to accommodate roadway widening. A section of the roadside ditches along the west side of SR 149 
extending southward from Robbins Rd. will be converted to a storm sewer system through the installation of 180 
linear ft. of 15-in storm sewer pipes. Guardrail within the project area will be replaced and lengthened along the west 
side of SR 149 in or near the current ditchline. Robbins Rd. will be repaved as necessary where it connects to SR 149 
to accommodate the widened roadway. 
 
The proposed construction of this project will require 2.91 acres of new permanent right-of-way acquisition from 
surrounding properties, and 0.489 acre of temporary right-of-way acquisition. 3.58 acres of right-of-way within the 
existing SR 149 corridor will be re-acquired due to lack of clear title.   

 
The maintenance of traffic (MOT) plan proposes a full closure of the intersection during construction with a signed 
detour route. The detour will involve US 6, SR 49, and US 20, and will add 12.4 miles, or approximately 17 minutes, 
to the average commute. School corporations and emergency services will be notified of closures prior to 
construction. The proposed start of construction is spring 2024. 
 
The cost associated with this project is approximately $1,617,825 which includes preliminary engineering, right-of-
way, and construction. The project will be funded using State funds from the Toll Lease Amendment Proceeds.   
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and INDOT have agreed this project falls within the guidelines of a 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) Level 2 environmental document. This document categorized and describes the project’s 
impacts to environmental resources like trees, floodplains, and cultural resources. For this project, the most 
significant impacts are expected to come from tree clearing and maintenance of traffic. Preliminary design plans 
along with the CE are available for review at the following locations: 
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

1. Portage Public Library, 2665 Irving St, Portage, IN 46368. Documents will be available during all library 
operating hours.  

2. INDOT LaPorte District Office, 315 Boyd Blvd, La Porte, IN 46350. Documents will be available Monday 
through Friday, 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  

3. Documents are also available for online viewing at the following web address: https://tinyurl.com/mcnu7cex.  
 

 All interested persons may request a public hearing be held and/or express their concerns by submitting 
comments to: Troyer Group, ATTN: James Landry, 3930 Edison Lakes Pkwy, Mishawaka, IN 46545 or 
jlandry@troyergroup.com, (256) 633-0283. Comments may also be submitted to the INDOT Project Manager, 
Ashley Pryzbylinksi, at 315 Boyd Blvd, La Porte, IN 46350 or apryzbilinski@indot.in.gov / (219) 402-7342. We 
respectfully request comments be submitted by July 20, 2022.  

  
 With advance notice, INDOT will provide accommodations for persons with disabilities with  
 regards to participation and access to project information as part of the public involvement, including  
 arranging auxiliary aids, interpretation services for the hearing impaired, services for the sight  
 impaired, and other services as needed. In addition, INDOT will provide accommodations for persons of Limited 

English Proficiency (LEP) requiring auxiliary aids, including language interpretation services and document 
conversion. Should an accommodation be required, please contact Lisa Shrader, INDOT Consultant Service Manager 
at INDOT LaPorte District, 315 E. Boyd Rd., LaPorte, IN 46350, email address: lshrader@indot.in.gov.  

  
 This notice is published in compliance with Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 771 CFR  
 771.111(h)(1), which states: “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to carry out  
 a public involvement/public hearing program,” 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating, “Provide for the  
 periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure that the process  
 provides full and open access to all interested Parties and revise the process, as appropriate; and The  
 INDOT Project Development Public Involvement Procedures Manual approved by the Federal  
 Highway Administration on July 7, 2021. 
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Property Owner Address
Scott & Lilliana Shaw 279 W 875 N, Valparaiso, IN, 46385
Catherine Johnson 892 N State Rd. 149, Valparaiso, IN, 46385
Gerald Kilch 259 W 875 N, Valparaiso, IN 46385
Milton & Miriam Glovatsky 302 W 875 N, Valparaiso, IN 46385

Adjacent Property Owners
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Agency Email/contact info
Federal Highway Administration k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov
Indiana Department of Natural Resources - DFW environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov
US Fish and Wildlife Service elizabeth_mccloskey@fws.gov
Army Corps of Engineers - Chicago District chicagorequests@usace.army.mil
INDOT LaPorte District - Environmental Coordinator SMichels@indot.IN.gov
NRCS john.allen@usda.gov
NIRPC ceklund@nirpc.org
Porter County Council council@porterco.org
Porter County Surveyor kbreitzke@porterco.org
Porter County Plan Commission rthompson@porterco.org

Project Stakeholders
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James Landry

From: Scott Shaw <resnwsc3@verizon.net>
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 2:06 PM
To: James Landry
Subject: DES # 1600701, public hearing

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
Good afternoon James.  I received your letter of legal notice for DES # 1600701 today.  I appreciate your organizations 
clear and concise communications.  (We have spoken on the phone in the past.) 
 
I do not have any comments, nor am I requesting a public hearing.  However, I am interested in attending any hearing that 
may take place, and in reviewing any comments submitted by others.  If a hearing is scheduled, please inform me of how I 
can attend.  Additionally, if possible, I would like to read any comments submitted by others.  Please let me know how I 
can do so.   
  
Thanks and regards, 
Scott Shaw 
279 W 875 N  
Also owner of impacted property on the NE corner of SR 149 and county road 875 N 
 

 You don't often get email from resnwsc3@verizon.net. Learn why this is important  
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1

James Landry

From: Brown, Anastasia F CIV USARMY CELRC (USA) <stasi.f.brown@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, July 11, 2022 11:16 AM
To: apryzbilinski@indot.in.gov
Cc: SMichels@indot.IN.gov; James Landry; Stephan Summers; Higgins, Adam
Subject: RE: LRC-2022-437 - Pre-App - Porter - Des. 1600701 – SR 149 at Robbins Rd. 

Intersection Improvement

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello,  
 
I have been assigned the project manager for the above referenced project.  
 
We have no comments to add to the public notice at this time. Please be aware that federally jurisdictional resources 
may be present on your project site. A jurisdictional resource can only be identified with a recent (within 5 years) 
wetland delineation. Online mapping tools may be used in conjunction with a delineation, but cannot be used solely to 
determine with wetlands exist on the project site. If federally jurisdictional wetlands or waterways exist on the project 
site, a permit authorization may be required from this office.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email me.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Stasi Brown   (she/her/hers) 
Project Manager  
Regulatory Branch - U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
231 S. LaSalle St, Suite 1500 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
(312) 846-5544 
 
SHARP Victim Advocate 
USACE SHARP 24/7 Helpline: 1-800-281-6224 
DOD Safe Helpline 24/7 - 1-877-995-5247      
Website and Online Chat: http://www.safehelpline.org 
 
 
 

From: Murray, Teralyn R CIV CELRC (USA) <Teralyn.R.Murray@usace.army.mil>  
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 2:49 PM 
To: apryzbilinski@indot.in.gov 
Cc: SMichels@indot.IN.gov; jlandry@troyergroup.com; ssummers@troyergroup.com; ahiggins@hwlochner.com; Brown, 
Anastasia F CIV USARMY CELRC (USA) <stasi.f.brown@usace.army.mil> 
Subject: RE: LRC-2022-437 - Pre-App - Porter - Des. 1600701 – SR 149 at Robbins Rd. Intersection Improvement 
 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from stasi.f.brown@usace.army.mil. Learn why this is important  
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Good afternoon - 
 
Your request, file number LRC-2022-437, has been assigned to Ms. Stasi Brown. If additional information is requested 
during the review of your submittal, please email all documents directly to Ms. Brown. 
 
Very Respectfully, 
 
Teralyn Pompeii, P.E. 
Chief, Regulatory Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District 
312-846-5535 (Office) 
773-360-4091 (Cell) 
 

From: James Landry <jlandry@troyergroup.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 5, 2022 11:28 AM 
To: 'aprzybylinski@indot.in.gov' <aprzybylinski@indot.in.gov> 
Cc: Stephan Summers <ssummers@troyergroup.com>; Higgins, Adam <ahiggins@hwlochner.com>; 'Michels, Stewart' 
<SMichels@indot.IN.gov> 
Subject: [URL Verdict: Neutral][Non-DoD Source] INDOT Des. 1600701 - SR 149 at Robbins Rd. Intersection 
Improvement, Notice of Planned Improvement 
 
Hello,  
 
Attached is a Notice of Planned Improvement for Des. 1600701 – SR 149 at Robbins Rd. Intersection Improvement. The 
project has entered the Public Involvement stage, and this notice is being published in the Northwest Indiana Times to 
offer the public an opportunity to request a public hearing, or provide other comments. If you have any further 
comments on this project or wish to request a public hearing, please contact me. Otherwise, no action is required.  
 
Thank you,  
James Landry | Manager – Environmental Services 
jlandry@troyergroup.com | c 256.633.0283| troyergroup.com  
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Response to Written Public Comments – SR 149 at Robbins Rd. Intersection Improvement (Des. 1600701) 
Commenter 

Name: General Nature of Comment: Response to Comment: 

 

Scott Shaw 

 Owns property adjacent to the project area.  
 Is not requesting a public hearing, but would like to 

be informed if a hearing is organized and to read 
any additional comments that may be submitted.  

 Thank you for your interest in the project. No public hearing is being organized for 
this project. All comments received will be included in the project’s Environmental 
Document, which will be made available to the public after its approval.  
 

U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers 

 Did not request a public hearing, but did provide 
feedback on potential water resource presence and 
permitting requirements.  
  

 Field investigations to determine water resource presence were performed by Cardno, 
Inc. on May 29, 2019 and April 29, 2021. Water Resources are discussed further in 
Section B of the Environmental Document. No impacts to any jurisdictional waterway or 
wetland are expected.  
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Air Quality & TIP / STIP Incorporation 



74 

2002534 Traffic, Other District Traffic 
Project - Access 
Management; 
Various 
Locations 

INDOT State 
Funds 

$0  $340,000  $0  $10,000  $0  $330,000  $0  $10,000  $330,000  $0  $0  $0  $0  $340,00
0  

Yes 

2002532 Intersection or 
Intersection 
Groups 

Stop Control 
Warning 
Systems; Various 
Locations 

INDOT NHPP 
Non 
Interstat
e 

$410,00
0  

$0  $0  $10,000  $0  $400,000  $0  $10,000  $400,000  $0  $0  $0  $0  $410,00
0  

Yes 

1600701 Intersection or 
Intersection 
Groups 

Intersection 
Improvement 
Project; Porter 
County 

INDOT State 
Funds 

$0  $1,432,1
98  

$0  $0  $65,000  $1,367,19
8  

$0  $155,000  $1,277,19
8  

$0  $0  $0  $0  $1,432,1
98  

Yes 
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27 transportation project(s) of 22-53 BOOKMARK URL   
Printer Friendly
   
Export to Excel 

ID Contract # Lead Agency Title Project Type Total Cost Fed Funds

1601149 Cedar Lake  E85 fuel-NEW  Other
  $50,000  CMAQ Chicago UZA 

1901357 R-42491 INDOT  District Pavement Project (Interstate)  Road Recons/Rehab/Resurf
  $11,441,398  NHPP Interstate 

2000495 R-43004 INDOT  District Pavement Project (Interstate)  Road Recons/Rehab/Resurf
  $12,862,285  NHPP Interstate 

2000492 R-43003 INDOT  District Pavement Project (Interstate)  Road Recons/Rehab/Resurf
  $20,879,221  NHPP Interstate 

2000497 R-43005 INDOT  District Pavement Project (Non-I)  Road Recons/Rehab/Resurf
  $5,349,500  NHPP Interstate 

2000062 R-42998 INDOT  District Bridge Project (Rehabilitation)  Bridge
  $2,419,689  NHPP Non Interstate 

2000094 R-42998 INDOT  District Bridge Project (Rehabilitation)  Bridge
  $1,969,245  NHPP Non Interstate 

1600701 R-42249 INDOT  Intersection Improvement Project  Other
  $1,614,518  NHPP Non Interstate 

1702989 INDOT  Intersection Improvement; Roundabout  Intersection
  $2,485,412  NHPP Non Interstate 

1700022 R-42251 INDOT  Intersection Improvement Project  Intersection
  $2,959,506  NHPP Non Interstate 

2000534 R-43008 INDOT  District Pavement Project (Non-I)  Road Recons/Rehab/Resurf
  $1,144,397  NHPP Non Interstate 

2000529 R-42998 INDOT  District Pavement Project (Non-I)  Road Recons/Rehab/Resurf
  $14,749,538  NHPP Non Interstate 

1600693 R-42248 INDOT  Added Travel Lanes Project  Intersection
  $1,658,058  NHPP Non Interstate 

2000095 R-42998 INDOT  District Bridge Project (Rehabilitation)  Bridge
  $992,059  NHPP Non Interstate 

2000499 R-43006 INDOT  District Pavement Project (Non-I)  Road Recons/Rehab/Resurf
  $1,935,282  NHPP Non Interstate 

2000096 R-42998 INDOT  District Bridge Project (Rehabilitation)  Bridge
  $856,103  NHPP Non Interstate 

1701532 R-41201 INDOT  District Pavement Project (Non-I)  Road Recons/Rehab/Resurf
  $3,852,470  NHPP Non Interstate 

1900833 INDOT  Bridge over Norfolk Southern Local TRAXX  Bridge
  $4,306,196   

1801911 INDOT  Bridge over Canadian National  Bridge
  $9,870,150   

1900832 B-41853 INDOT  Local Trax, New Bridge Construction  Bridge
  $2,604,015   

1801907 INDOT  Bridge over Norfolk Southern  Bridge
  $10,668,000   

1801912 INDOT  New Bridge Tipton / Park Street over RR crossing.  Bridge
  $7,184,832   

1801906 INDOT  Colorado Street bridge over RR crossing  Bridge
  $6,279,140   

1900830 INDOT  N Clark Rd Local Traxx  Intersection
  $22,436,060   

1900834 INDOT  Bridge over Canadian National  Bridge
  $14,273,247   

1702151 Valparaiso  Landscaping at US 30  Other
  $2,859,608  * N/A 

1702150 Valparaiso  Landscaping at US 30  Other
  $3,953,125   
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NIRPC TIP Amendment 22-53
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https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1103414&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1103415&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1087855&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1024393&version=4&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1087856&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1103333&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1103413&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1087854&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1103416&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1103335&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1103417&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1087893&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1107373&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1025613&version=5&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1105373&version=4&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1025633&version=5&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1025593&version=4&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1025653&version=5&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1104653&version=5&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1107573&version=3&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1022407&version=4&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=
https://rtip.nirpc.org/project_info?project_id=1022784&version=5&view_type=&fromPage=mtip%5Fversion%3D22%2D53%26end_page=


www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N758-Executive Office 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (855) 463-6848  Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Michael Smith, Commissioner 

April 26, 2022 

Mr. Jermaine R. Hannon, Division Administrator 
FHWA Indiana Division 
575 North Pennsylvania St., Room 254 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Ms. Kelley Brookins, Regional Administrator 
FTA Region 5 
200 West Adams St. 
Suite 320 
Chicago, IL 60606-5253 

Dear Mr. Hannon /Ms. Brookins: 

The Indiana Department of Transportation is pleased to submit its Draft FY 2022-2026 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) for review and comment by your offices. 

Included in the final submitted document is a listing of the state’s expansion/preservation and local small urban 
and rural and rural transit projects.  The following Metropolitan Planning Organization TIP’s will be included in 
the FY 2022-2026 STIP by reference, pending FHWA approval in May 2022. 

Area Plan Commission of Tippecanoe County (APCTC) 
• Version 3/10/2022

FY 2022-2026 

Bloomington-Monroe County Metropolitan Planning Organization (BMCMPO)
• Version 3/11/2022

FY 2022-2026 

Columbus Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO)
• Version 3/22/2021

FY 2022-2026 

Delaware-Muncie Metropolitan Plan Commission (DMMPC)
• Version 12/15/2021

FY 2022-2025 

Evansville Metropolitan Planning Organization (EMPO)
• Version 3/10/2022

FY 2022-2026 

Kokomo-Howard County Governmental Coordinating Council (KHCGCC)
• Version 3/10/2022

FY 2022-2026 

Kentuckiana Regional Planning and Development Agency (KIPDA)
• Version 3/29/2022

FY 2020-2025 

Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization (IMPO) FY 2022-2025 
• Version 8/18/2021

Michiana Area Council of Governments (MACOG)
• Version 3/09/2022

FY 2022-2026 

IA,\r-11,0 INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
.... . ~ 
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Madison County Council of Governments (MCCOG)  
• Version 7/13/2021 

FY 2022-2026 

Northeastern Indiana Regional Coordinating Council (NIRCC) 
• Version 3/28/2022 

FY 2022-2026 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)  
• Version 3/17/2022 

FY 2022-2026 

Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI) 
• Version 03/10/2022 

FY 2020-2023 

Terre Haute Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (THAMPO) 
• Version 08/26/2021 

FY 2020-2024 

 
In addition, INDOT has expanded our public involvement process by taking advantage of virtual meeting 
techniques and allowing accessibility to online documents, materials, virtual meeting registration, recorded 
virtual meetings, and comment forms. INDOT also leveraged our planning partner contacts (MPOs, RPOs, 
LTAP), social media, and notifications sent to local libraries, housing authorities, senior aging centers, and local 
newspapers across the state. 
 
We greatly appreciate FHWA/FTA support in the development of the STIP 2022-2026 and look forward to 
working together to achieve our mutual goals. Should you have any questions pertaining to this amendment, 
please contact Michael McNeil, STIP Specialist at 317-232-0223 or at mmcneil@indot.in.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Smith, Commissioner 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
 
 
cc: (w/enclosure):  FTA 

     Michelle Allen, FHWA 
     Jeffrey Brooks, INDOT 
     Kristin Brier, INDOT 
     Kathy Eaton-McKalip, INDOT 
     Louis Feagans, INDOT 
     Roy Nunnally, INDOT 
     Larry Buckel, INDOT 
     Jay Mitchell, INDOT 
     Jason Casteel, INDOT 
     Michael McNeil, INDOT 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Mr. Michael Smith 
Commissioner 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
100 N Senate Ave. N955 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

SUBJECT:  Indiana FY2022-2026 STIP Approval and Associated Federal Planning Finding 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
have completed our review of the FY2022-2026 Indiana Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program (INSTIP), which was submitted by the INDOT request letter dated April 27, 2022.   

Based on our review of the information provided, certifications of the Statewide and 
Metropolitan transportation planning processes for and within the state of Indiana, and our 
participation in those transportation planning processes (including planning certification reviews 
conducted in Transportation Management Areas), FHWA and FTA are jointly approving the 
FY2022-2026 STIP, including the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Transportation 
Improvement Programs (TIPs) directly incorporated into the STIP, subject to the corrective 
actions identified in the attached Federal Planning Finding (FPF) report. FHWA and FTA 
consider the projects in the 5th year for informational purposes only, and our approval does not 
exceed four years per 23 CFR 450.220(c). 

FHWA and FTA are required under 23 CFR 450.220(b) to document and issue an FPF in 
conjunction with the approval of the FY2022-2026 STIP.  At a minimum, the FPF verifies that 
the development of the STIP is consistent with the provisions of both the Statewide and 
Metropolitan transportation planning requirements. FHWA and FTA find that the Indiana 
FY2022-2026 STIP substantially meets the transportation planning requirements and are 
approving the STIP subject to the corrective actions outlined in the FPF. This approval is 
effective June 17, 2022, and is given with the understanding that an eligibility determination of 
individual projects for funding must be met, and INDOT must ensure the satisfaction of all 
administrative and statutory requirements, as well as address the corrective actions outlined in 
the attached report.  FHWA and FTA will continue to partner with INDOT to ensure the 
previously developed action plan (attached) is implemented to address the corrective actions.  If 
progress is not made in addressing the corrective actions, future amendments to the FY2022-
2026 STIP, or adoption of the FY2024-2028 STIP, may not be approved by USDOT.  

Federal Transit Administration 
Region V 
200 West Adams St., Suite 320 
Chicago, IL  60606-5253 

Federal Highway Administration 
Indiana Division 
575 N. Pennsylvania St., Rm 254 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-1576 
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If you have questions or need additional information concerning our approval and the FPF, 
please contact Ms. Michelle Allen of the FHWA Indiana Division at (317) 226-7344, or by email 
at michelle.allen@dot.gov, or Mr. Jason Ciavarella of the FTA Region 5 Office at       
(312) 353-1653, or by email at jason.ciavarella@dot.gov.

Sincerely, Sincerely,
 

 
Kelley Brookins Jermaine R. Hannon 
Regional Administrator  Division Administrator 
FTA Region V FHWA Indiana Division 

KELLEY 
BROOKINS

Digitally signed by 
KELLEY BROOKINS 
Date: 2022.06.13 
10:08:34 -05'00'

JERMAINE 
R HANNON

Digitally signed by 
JERMAINE R 
HANNON 
Date: 2022.06.13 
15:57:46 -04'00'

cc: (transmitted by e-mail)
Louis Feagans, INDOT
Roy Nunnally, INDOT
Karen Hicks, INDOT
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H.W. Lochner, Inc. 
286 West Johnson Road 
Suite D 
La Porte, IN 46350 
 
T  219.324.4903 
F  219.362.3402 
 
hwlochner.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ABBREVIATED ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
 
 

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT IMPROVEMENT 
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SR 149 VERTICAL SIGHT DISTANCE CORRECTION & ADDED LEFT TURN LANES 
 

INTERSECTION OF SR 149 AND CR875N/ROBBINS ROAD IN PORTER COUNTY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARED FOR LaPORTE DISTRICT TECHNICAL SERVICES DIVISION 
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ABBREVIATED ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 

PROJECT NUMBER: 1600701 
 

ROUTE IDENTIFICATION AND FEATURE CROSSED: 
SR 149 AT CR875N/ROBBINS RD 0.75 MI. NORTH OF US 6 

 
PROJECT LOCATION: SECTIONS 20 & 21, T-36-N, R-6-W, PORTAGE AND LIBERTY TOWNSHIPS, 

PORTER COUNTY, INDIANA 
 

REFERENCE POST: RP 04+59 
 

Purpose of Report 
The purpose of this report is to document the engineering assessment phase of project development, 
including all coordination that has been completed in preparation for this project. This document outlines 
the proposal and is intended to serve as a guide for subsequent survey, design, environmental, right of 
way and other project activities leading to construction. The preferred alternative identified in this 
document is considered pre-decisional, pending the outcome of environmental studies. 
 
Project Location 
This project is located on SR 149 at CR 875 N/Robbins Rd 0.75 Mi. North of US 6 in Porter County.  The 
project is in the Indiana Department of Transportation’s (INDOT) LaPorte District, Gary Sub-District.  The 
project’s location is within the Northern Indiana Regional Planning Commissions’ (NIRPC) regional 
planning organization boundary. 
 
A project location map is attached to this document. 
 
Project Need and Purpose 
The need of this project is based on accident frequency and severity at the subject intersection. Over 
time, an increase in traffic has brought an increase in crashes and severity.  Crashes are attributed to 
lack of left turn lanes at the intersection and poor sight distance looking north due to vertical geometry.  
The purpose of this project is to improve intersection safety by reducing rear-end and right-angle crashes 
by installing a left-turn-lane on SR 149 and improving intersection sight distance by modifying vertical 
geometry.  The ultimate goal of this project (per the provided Mini-Scope document) is to reduce crashes 
by 48% for those caused by the lack of left turn lanes on SR 149, and by 9% for those caused by the sub-
standard sight distance. 
 
Previous Studies 
INDOT previously prepared a Call Application Report Project (Mini Scope) dated 12/14/16.  The report 
was prepared by District Traffic Asset Engineer Alan Holderread.  The “Intent/Purpose of the Project” was 
identified as “Provide left-turn lanes on SR149 and increase sight distance to the north by changing 
SR149 vertical alignment”.  The document is appended to this report. 
 

Existing Facility (Mainline) 
Route: SR 149 
Functional Class: Other Principal Arterial 
Posted Speed: 50 Mph 
Member Road Systems 3R 

Not on National Highway System 
Not on National Truck Route 
Within Urban Area Boundary (Suburban) 

Access Control: None 
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Existing Facility (Minor Road Approach) 

Route CR 875 N/ Robbins Rd 
Functional Class Minor Collector 
Posted Speed 35 Mph 
Member Road Systems 3R 

Not on National Highway System 
Not on National Truck Route 
Within Urban Area Boundary (Suburban) 

Access Control None 
 
 
 

Roadway Geometry (Existing) 
Route SR 149 
Functional Classification Urban (Suburban) Arterial 
Terrain Level 
Scope of Work Intersection Improvement 
Lane Width 12 Ft. 
No. of Lanes 2 
Auxiliary Lanes None 
Usable Shoulder Width 2 Ft. 
Paved Shoulder Width 2 Ft. 
Curbed Sections None 
Horizontal Curvature None 
Stopping Sight Distance at Vertical Curves 447 Ft. 
Maximum Grades 3.74% 
Through-Travel-Lane Cross Slope 2.0% 

 
 

Bridge Geometry (Existing) 
Route SR 149 
Structure No. 149-64-03978 B 
Lane Width 12 Ft. 
No. of Lanes 2 
Auxiliary Lanes None 
Usable Shoulder Width 10 Ft. 
Clear Bridge Width 44 Ft. 

 
 
Anticipated project limits will terminate at the existing Reinforced Concrete Bridge Approach 907 Ft. north 
of the intersection.  Bridge received an overlay in 2017 Contract B-35152. 
 
Guardrail is located within the north project limits, 630 Ft. north of the intersection.  The guardrail has OS-
GRET and TGB transitions at the bridge railing. 
 
Drainage 
Existing drainage through the project is primarily through sheet flow away from the road into ditch lines on 
the outside of the pavement. The storm water management system was established to convey runoff from 
the roadway to the outside side ditch lines, then to propagate flow to larger ditch lines or rivers adjacent to 
or flowing under / away from SR 149. 
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Six small structures are located under driveways within the project limits. 
Two small structures are located under public road approaches within project limits. 
One small structure crosses SR 149 within the project limits. 
 
Railroads 
There are no railroad crossings within the project limits. 
 
Traffic Data 
The District Traffic Engineer provided the following statement during developments of this report. “INDOT 
collected turning movement counts on 7/22/2020.  Due to the pandemic, they were much lower than 
previous turning movement or AADT counts.  The project will utilize 2012 turning movement counts for 
the design of the project or until volumes normalize.” 
 
AADT values for SR 149 were gathered from the INDOT Traffic Count Database and are listed below. 
 

Year AADT (VPD) DHV 
(VPH) 

TRUCK AADT 
(VPD) 

2018 
(Data Year) 10,201 912 536 

 
 
The turning movement data was provided from 2012 (6am-6pm) and will be used to determine necessary 
turn lane storage lengths.  A summary of this data is provided below. 
 

SR 149  CR 875N  SR 149  CE 875N 
Southbound  Westbound  Northbound  Eastbound 

Right  Thru  Left  Right  Thru  Left  Right  Thru  Left  Right  Thru  Left 
218  3899  68  34  208  37  79  3757  437  386  267  185 

 
Crash Data and Analysis 
Crash data was reviewed as part of this assessment and RoadHAT analysis was prepared.  A total of 43 
recorded crashes took place within the project limits during the three year crash study period (2016 
through 2019). The following table summarizes the number and types of crashes. 
 

Type Number 
Collision With Deer 3 (1) 

Collision With Object In Road 2 (0) 
Head On Between Two Motor Vehicles 2 (1) 

Left Turn 2 (0) 
Ran Off Road 13 (4) 

Rear End 10 (2) 
Right Angle 9 (5) 

Same Direction Sideswipe 2 (0) 
TOTAL: 43 (13) 

 
X (Y): X indicates the number of crash type 
 Y indicates those resulting in injury 
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The RoadHAT analysis resulted in an Index of Crash Frequency (ICF) of 4.82 and an Index of Crash Cost 
(ICC) of 3.33.  This analysis indicates that this road section is not performing as expected and that the 
number of crashes greatly exceeds the expected number of crashes for this type of roadway.  The high 
value of the ICC indicates that the crash severity is higher than should be expected for this type of 
roadway 
 
Alternatives and Recommendations 
This report will focus alternative development to integrate crash mitigation treatments that will facilitate 
reduction of the rear end and right angle crash types.  The following crash mitigation treatments were 
presented in the “Mini-Scope” to improve the overall safety of the intersection. 

 Install left-turn lanes (CRF of 48) 
 Increase sight distance (CRF of 9) 

 
 
 
 

Alternative A: Do Nothing 
This alternate would not address the safety concerns of the intersection, which would result in greater 
potential crash occurrence.  This alternative does not meet the need nor achieve the purpose of the 
project and will not be considered further. 
Alternative B: Provide left-turn lanes on SR149 and increase sight distance to the north by 
changing SR149 vertical alignment  
This alternative meets the need and purpose of the project and is the preferred alternative. 
 

 Widen SR 149 to provide a 12' wide left-turn lane at mainline intersection approaches.   
o This will provide deceleration length and storage refuge for left-turning traffic on SR 149. 
o Installing left-turn lanes will decrease the chances for rear end collisions. 

 
 Improve sight distance to the north by modifying the vertical grade on the Mainline and approach 

roadways to meet Intersection Sight Distance criteria.  
o Improving sight distance will decrease the chances for right-angle crashes from minor-leg 

and mainline traffic.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roadway Geometry (Proposed) (4R Criteria) 
Route SR 149 
Design Year 2042 
AADT 12,883 
Functional Classification: Urban (Suburban) Arterial 
Terrain Level 
Scope of Work Intersection Improvement 
Design Criteria 4R 
Design Speed 50 Mph (Posted) 
Lane Width 12 Ft. 
No. of Lanes 2 
Auxiliary Lanes 12 Ft. Left Turn Lane 
Usable Shoulder Width 10 Ft. 
Paved Shoulder Width 10 Ft. 
Curbed Sections None 
Horizontal Curvature None 
Stopping Sight Distance at Vertical Curves 557 Ft. 
Maximum Grades 3.74% 
Through-Travel-Lane Cross Slope 2.0% 
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The project limits are approximately 1000 Ft. north and south of the intersection and 300 Ft. east and 
west of the intersection. These distances will be set by the required horizontal taper and turn lane 
geometry. The turn lane length and tapers to the north may be limited by the location of the bridge over 
Salt Creek.  The lane shift tapers will need to be tied back into the 2 lane section by this point, as 
widening of the bridge is outside of the scope of this project. 
 
In order to minimize right of way impacts and limit the area of construction, side slopes of 3:1 are 
proposed for the fore slope and 2.5:1 to 3:1 for the back slope. This will require a level 2 design 
exception. This provides a relatively safe roadway user experience, and matches the existing side slope 
conditions. The addition of a 10’ paved shoulder will provide further offset from the 3:1 side slopes and 
ditchline and therefore added safety compared to the current condition of 2’ paved shoulders. Guardrails 
will be perpetuated, and extended slightly to meet runout requirements. 
 
Improvements to intersection sight distance based on the vertical curvature are limited by the location of a 
Marathon Pipeline to the north of the intersection; see the “Utilities” section below for further discussion. 
 
There are no existing ADA facilities within the project limits that require upgrades.   
 
Designer shall review the age and condition of the existing sheet signs within the project limits.  
Replacement of sheet signs is anticipated if the age of the signs will be greater than 15 years at time of 
construction or if roadway geometry requires replacement.   
 
Designer shall review the age and condition of drainage structures within the project limits.  Replacement 
of drainage structures is anticipated if the condition of the structures is fair or worse or if roadway 
geometry requires replacement. 
 
Pavement design and a geotechnical investigation will be needed for this project. 
 
This project is proposed to take place in INDOT fiscal year 2022 
 
Traffic Maintenance during Construction 

This project is not considered a mobility significant project per IDM Chapter 503, and will not require the 
development of a Transportation Management Plan (TMP).   
 
The proposed work will necessitate full closure with detour during construction. 
 
The detour for SR 149 may utilize US 6 to SR 49 to US 20 back to SR 149. 
 
Cost Estimate 
The estimated construction cost of the preferred alternative is $1,401,389. 
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Environmental Issues 
 

Environmental Impacts 
Y/N Description Notes 
Y Tree 

Clearing 
Approximately 1 Ac of tree clearing is anticipated to be required for this 
project. 

N Fish No fish are anticipated to be disturbed during the course of this project 
Y Bats According to USFWS IPaC site, the Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis) and 

the Northern Longeared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) have a potential to 
be affected by activities at the project location. However, IPaC also 
states there are no critical habitats at this location, therefore the project 
will likely be found to “not likely to adversely affect” the identified 
threatened and endangered bat species. The effect finding will be 
confirmed during Section 7 Consultation by the District’s consultant 
during the environmental document preparation. 

N Historical INDOT Cultural Resource Officer (CRO) have completed their review 
of the project’s eligibility for the Minor Project Programmatic 
Agreement, which exempts the project from a detailed Section 106 
evaluation. INDOT CRO has determined that Category B-3 of the 
MPPA is applicable, and therefore no further Section 106 work is 
necessary. However, this determination is contingent upon the 
avoidance any unevaluated portions of site archaeology site 12PR820. 
Any portion of site 12PR820 that might exist beyond the survey limits 
must be avoided by all project activities or else subjected to additional 
archaeological investigation to evaluate its eligibility. This area should 
be physically marked for avoidance during construction with stakes or 
fencing and should be labeled on project plans as “Environmental 
Sensitive Area – Do not Disturb.” 

CE Type CE-2 The District or the District’s consultant will prepare an environmental 
document in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, 
National Historic Preservation Act, and other relevant laws. 

 
Permits Required 

Y/N Description Notes 
N USACE 404  
N IDEM 401  
N IDNR CIF  
N IDNR Navigable 

Waterway 
 

Y IDEM Rule 5 Best management practices for erosion and sediment 
control will be incorporated into the plans and implemented 
during construction. A Rule 5 permit from the Indiana 
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) will be 
required for this project as disturbances greater than one 
acre pursuant to 327 IAC 15-5 are anticipated. 

Storm Water Quality 
Manager Level 

SWQML 1 Storm Water Quality Manager Level 1 will be required. 

 
This project will likely require preparation of a CE Level 2, due to the amount of Right-of-Way acquisition 
anticipated for the project. The District or the District’s consultant will prepare an environmental document 
in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, National Historic Preservation Act, and other 
relevant laws.   
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Roughly 1 acre of tree clearing is currently anticipated for the project.  Designer shall ensure that tree 
clearing is limited to what is necessary for the project requirements. 
 
No publicly owned parks, recreational areas or historic sites considered as Section 4(f) properties were 
identified within the project limits. A Section 4(f) analysis may not be necessary as part of the 
environmental documentation prepared for the project. 
 
A waters report and wetland delineation map will be required. 
 
A Rule 5 erosion control permit will be required for this project. Best management practices will be 
incorporated into the plans and constructed regardless of whether a Rule 5 permit is needed. 
 
 
Right-of-Way Impact 
This project is expected to require the purchase of right of way.  It is anticipated that roughly 1.8 acres of 
new ROW throughout the project limits will be required for the widening anticipated on the project. Right 
of Way acquisition is anticipated for 5 parcels.  An additional 0.3 acre of re-acquisition will be required, 
along with temporary right of way for re-grading. 
 
 
Utilities 
The following utilities have been identified within the project limits and will be impacted by the proposed 
improvements required additional coordination. 
 

Utility Name Utility Type 
Comcast Communication 

Frontier Communications Communication 
Indiana American Water Co. Water 

Centurylink (National) Communication 
Marathon Pipeline Gas 
NIPSCO Electric Elec 

 
One item of importance driving design is the Marathon Pipeline located north of the subject intersection. 
The facility is a 10” steel pipeline.  Subsurface Utility Engineering was performed and the data is attached 
to this report.  Due to the depth of the facilities and the impracticality of pipe relocation, modifications to 
the roadway vertical profile resulting in increased cover are not permitted.  Additional coordination is 
required. 
 
Additionally, a 30” watermain exists to the west of the existing SR 149 INDOT right of way.  The 
watermain is believed to be in an easement belonging to Indiana American Water, which would put it in a 
reimbursable position should that watermain need to be relocated.  Approximate depths of the watermain 
are also included in the Subsurface Utility Engineering data attached to this report. 

Additional Attachments: 
Project Location Map 
Mini-Scope Document 
Preliminary Level 1 Checklist 
Preliminary Cost Estimate 
Subsurface Utility Exploration Drawing 
RoadHAT Analysis (ICF and Cost/Benefit) 
Turning Movement Counts (2012)  

 
 

Appendix I-8



 
 

Appendix I-9



Master Record Number Collision Date Collision Time Roadway Number Roadway Id Intersecting Road Number Manner of Collision Narrative

902856353

1/12/2017

2337 CR875N CR875N SR149 RAN OFF ROAD

Narrative written by Officer B. Lambka
-Event: 
On January 12, 2017 at approximately 11:40 PM, I was dispatched to the area of State Road 149 &amp; CR 875 N in reference to a vehicle that ran off the roadway.
-Statements: 
D1-
D1 advised he was turning westbound on CR 875 N from northbound State Road 149 and was unable to negotiate the turn due to vehicle speed and the icy roadway. D1 advised that V1 left the roadway, 
went through a ditch, and came to a stop in a field in the northwest corner of the aforementioned intersection.
-Investigation: 
Upon arrival, I located V1 in a field with moderate damage to the front of the vehicle. The roadway was determined to be slightly icy at the intersection resulting in slippery roadway conditions. D1 
advised the vehicle would not operate due to damage and provided a statement of events.
-Disposition: 
Driver statement and damage to the vehicle corroborates the cause of the crash. Precision Towing from Portage, Indiana took possession of the vehicle due to disabling damage.

902864384
1/28/2017

1735 SR149 SR149 CR875N RAN OFF ROAD
D1 advised she was south bound on SR-149 passing Cr-875 n.  D1 advised as she was driving her vehicle began sliding on the ice covered roadway and she spun out of control.  D1 stated she crossed 
the north bound lanes and entered the ditch on the east side of the road.  D1 stated when she entered the ditch her vehicle flipped over and came to rest on the roof.

902874824

2/16/2017

625 SR149 SR149 CR875N SAME DIRECTION SIDESWIPE

Narrative by Officer R. Gosbin #94
D1 stated that he was traveling north on State Road 149, nearing the intersection of County Road 875 N.  D1 stated that he observed V2 indicating a right (east) turn onto County Road 875 N.  He stated 
that as he began to pass V2 on the left, V2 quickly indicated a left (west) turn and began the turn.  D1 stated that at this time, V1 was already attempting to pass V2 as V2 quickly turned left.  The front 
right side of V1 impacted the front left side of V2.
D2 stated that he was traveling north on State Road 149, nearing the intersection of County Road 875 N.  D2 stated that he indicated a left (west) turn onto County Road 875 N.  D2 stated that as he 
began the turn, V1 began to pass, and impacted the front left of V2.
Evidence at the scene indicated that both V1 and V2 were traveling north on State Road 149.  V1 began to pass V2 as V2 made a left (west) turn onto County Road 875 N.  The front right side of V1 
impacted the front left side of V2.

902884886

3/7/2017

1019 SR149 SR149 CR875N RAN OFF ROAD

Narrative by Officer Kostelnik, PCSP #138
Driver 1 stated that he was traveling northbound on State Road 149 approaching the intersection of 875 North. While approaching the intersection, D1 advised that a car traveling eastbound on 875 
North pulled out in front of him. D1 explained how he swerved to avoid a collision with the vehicle and ended up in the ditch. 
The evidence indicates that V1 ran off the roadway.

902947804

6/21/2017

1704 SR149 SR149 CR875N SAME DIRECTION SIDESWIPE

Driver 1 stated she was northbound on SR 149, when she was forced to brake suddenly for a northbound vehicle slowing in front of her.  Driver 1 stated she then braked, at which point she swerved to 
the right in an attempt to avoid collision.  Driver 1 stated that upon swerving, Vehicle 1 struck the rear of Vehicle 2, which then left the scene northbound on SR 149.  Driver 1 stated that upon collision, 
Vehicle 1 left the east side of the roadway, and came to rest in a ditch.
Driver 2/ Vehicle 2 left the scene prior to my arrival.
*  Driver 1 stated Vehicle 2 appeared to have been a gray passenger car, however no other descriptors could be provided.  I observed gray paint transfer on the front driver's side of the bumper of 
Vehicle 1.
*  Evidence at the scene was consistent with Driver 1's statement.
*  All information which was unknown was left blank in this report.
07-13-17 supplemented by SAdamczewski. Corrected the vehicle year for V1.
08-15-17 supplemented by Sadamczewski. Corrected V1 to read Chevrolet instead of Chevy per request of BMV

902959221

7/11/2017

640 CR875N CR875N SR149N RAN OFF ROAD

Narrative by Officer Kerwin #124
D1 advised that while traveling east on 875 N, east of ST RD 149, she observed a peacock with 4 offspring crossing the road.  D1 stated that she became distracted by this and drifted off the roadway to 
the south, striking a mailbox with a large stone base.
Evidence at the scene suggests that V1 struck a stone-based mailbox at 278 W 875 N while traveling east on 875 N. Doris Stringer, owner of the mailbox, was notified of the damage. Her phone number 
is 219-241-1502.

902964712

7/20/2017

1627 SR149 SR149 CR875N RAN OFF ROAD

Narrative by Officer J. Crayne 
Driver 1 Statement: 
Driver 1 advised he was traveling southbound when the vehicles in front of his vehicle slammed on their brakes. Driver 1 advised he did not have enough time to stop and ran his vehicle off the roadway 
into a ditch. 
EVIDENCE: 
Evidence on scene indicates that the above statement is true. Driver 1 ran off the roadway to avoid striking the vehicle in front of his.

902977614

8/12/2017

1432 SR149S SR149S CR875N RIGHT ANGLE

Narrative by Officer Kerwin #124
D1 could not advise details of the incident.  D1's passenger advised D1 stopped at the stop sign, facing west on 875 N on the east side of ST RD 149, but must not have seen V2 traveling south on ST RD 
149 and pulled into the intersection striking V2.
D2 stated that he was traveling south on ST RD 149 when V1 traveled west on 875 N into the intersection, striking his vehicle in the front driver's side area and pushing both vehicles into V3 which 
was stopped on 875 N facing east.  
D3 advised that V1, traveled west on 875 N through the intersection without stopping at the stop sign.  D3 stated that V1 struck V2 which was southbound on ST RD 149 and pushed V1 and V2 into the 
passenger side of his vehicle.  
Evidence at the scene suggests that V1, traveling west on 875 N, failed to yield to V2, traveling south on ST RD 149.  Furthermore, it appears the initial crash caused both vehicles to crash into V3, 
which was stopped at 875 N facing east.  V1 and V2 suffered heavy front end damage.  V2 sustained passenger side and driver's side damage as well.  V3 sustained driver's side damage from V1 and 
V2.  
INJURIES: 
V1: D1, Geraldine Pearman, transported for chest pain    Passenger, Louise Karwowski, transported for right hand laceration
V2: D2, Adam Christopher, transported for chest and neck pain    FR passenger, Buelah Caplett, transported for chest and abdomen pain    RL passenger, Sophia Christopher, transported to be checked 
at request of mother -no complaint of pain    RC passenger, Monica Morales, transported for right shoulder pain    RR passenger, Frank Christopher, transported for chest/shoulder pain and bruising 

903022878

10/24/2017

1654 CR875N CR875N SR149 RAN OFF ROAD

Driver of Vehicle 1 stated he was eastbound on 875 N just west of ST RD 149.  D1 stated he was approaching the intersection and observed several vehicles stopped at the stop sign.  D1 stated he pushed 
on his brakes and it felt like his ABS was not working.  D1 stated he swerved off of the roadway to avoid striking another vehicle.  At that time V1 struck a tree on the south side of the roadway.  D1 
stated he was not injured at this time.
I spoke with the homeowner at 302 W 875 N who stated it was his tree.  The top half of the tree snapped in half.
It should be noted that it was raining and the road was slick at the time of the crash.

903044690

11/23/2017

1520 SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END

D1 stated that she was traveling north on St Rd 149 from South Haven in route to Chesterton. D1 was unable to articulate what occurred during the crash as she seemed disoriented.
D2 stated that he was stopped in the northbound lane of St Rd 149 waiting to turn west onto 875 N. As V2 was stopped it was rear ended by V1. V1 then spun into the southbound lane striking V3, 
which was traveling south on St Rd 149.
D3 stated that he was traveling south on St Rd 149 when V1 rear ended V2, and then spun into the southbound lane of St Rd 149, striking V3. 
W1 stated that he was traveling south on St Rd 149 behind V3. W1 observed V1 traveling north on St Rd 149 and rear end V2, which was stopped in the northbound lane of St Rd 149. After V1 rear 
ended V2, it spun out into the southbound lane striking V3. 
V1 sustained extensive damage over the entire body of the vehicle.
V2 sustained heavy rear end damage.
V3 sustained extensive damage over the entire body of the vehicle.
Driver and witness statements along with vehicle damage are consistent with my crash investigation.
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903045744

11/24/2017

1943 SR149 SR149 CR875N COLLISION WITH DEER

Narrative by Officer T. Dernulc, PCSP Unit #127
Statement: D1
D1 advised she was traveling south on St Rd 149 when she observed a deer in the middle of the road.  D1 attempted to avoid the deer, but it entered her lane of travel and struck her vehicle.
Investigation:
Evidence at the scene suggests V1 was traveling south on St Rd 149 when it struck a deer.

903104977 2/21/2018 12:55 PM CR875N CR875N SR149 RAN OFF ROAD Narrative written by Officer McFalls #120D1 advised she was traveling eastbound on CR 875 N east of State Road 149. She observed an animal enter her lane of travel and drove off the roadway to 
miss it. D1 could not recall what animal she attempted to not strike.Evidence at the scene suggests V1 was traveling eastbound on CR 875 N. D1 drove left of center and off the roadway into a ditch. 
D1 at fault for driving off the roadway.

903113209 3/7/2018 5:02 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N RIGHT ANGLE Driver of vehicle 1 stated she was stopped at SR 149 facing east on CR 875 N. D1 stated as she was attempting to drive east across SR 149 she hit the back end of V2 with her front bumper. She stated 
she thought that V2 cleared her path of travel but underestimated the distance between her and V2.Driver of vehicle 2 stated he was traveling south on SR 149. D2 stated that as he approached the 
intersection at CR 875 N he was hit on the rear passenger side of his car. D2 stated he lost control of his vehicle and eventually came to a stop down in a ditch where more damage was done to the front 
end of his vehicle. Evidence at the scene is consistent with both driver's statements. Evidence suggests that D1 failed to yield to the right of way.

903115506 3/13/2018 7:21 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END Driver of V1 advised she was traveling southbound on State Road 149 approaching CR 875 N. D1 stated she observed traffic slowed/stopped in front of her. D1 attempted to brake but slid due to the icy 
roadway. D1 was unable to avoid a collision and rear ended V2 which was in front of her. Driver of V2 advised she was southbound on State Road 149 approaching CR 875 N. D2 stated traffic was 
slowed/stopped in front of her so she began to brake. While coming to a stop she was rear ended by V1.Evidence indicates that V1 was traveling too fast for roadway surface conditions. It should be 
noted that the roadway was icy at the time of the crash.

903176859 6/29/2018 7:58 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END D2 stated he was traveling north on SR 149 north of 875 N. when he was rear ended by V1. V2 sustained moderate damage to the rear passenger side bumper and quarter panel. V2 was driveable and 
no injuries were reported. D1 stated he was traveling north on SR 149 behind V2. D1 stated he became distracted and looked down to change his radio station. When he looked back up he was too close 
to V2 to avoid a collision. D1 swerved right and the front driver's side bumper and quarter panel struck the rear passenger side of V2. D1 stated he was uninjured. Investigation suggests V1 was following 
too closely to avoid a collision.

903180409 7/6/2018 5:24 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N RIGHT ANGLE Narrative by Officer M. Steege #129Statements:D1 could only advise that she was at the stop sign (unknown which one). D1 stated she began to enter the intersection when she heard a vehicle's horn 
go off right before V1 was struck by V2.D2 advised he was southbound on SR 149 approaching CR 875 N. D2 stated that he had the right away and as he was about to enter the intersection V1 came 

from the left (westbound) across SR 149. D2 was unable to avoid a collision and V2 ran into V1's rear passenger side door area.D3 advised he was stopped at the stop sign on eastbound CR 875 N at SR 
149. D3 stated he observed D1 across the street stopped at the westbound stop sign on CR 875 N and could also see V2 heading southbound towards the intersection. V3 added that D1 drover V1 into 

the intersection where V2 collided with it. This then caused V1 to spin and its rear bumper collide with V3's front bumper causing damage.Additional:D1 was transported from the scene by South 
Haven EMS rigg #62 to Porter Regional Hospital for complaint of chest pain.Evidence:Evidence indicates that D1 failed to yield to the right away of V2 and entered the intersection. This caused V2 to 

collide with V1 which sent V1 spinning into V3. All three vehicle's were damaged.

903191665 7/26/2018 6:40 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END D1 advised he was driving V1 north on SR149 when he rear ended V2 which had slowed to turn right onto CR875N.D2 advised she was driving V2 north on SR 149 when she activated her turn signal to 
turn right onto CR875N. D2 advised she began to slow down and start her turn when she was rear ended by V1.Investigation on scene shows V1 rear ended V2 V2 had functioning brake lights and turn 
signal.07-27-18 supplemented by S. Adamczewski. Corrected format of Lic Year for V1.

903194738 8/1/2018 4:23 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END Narrative by Officer C.Winterhaler PCSP Unit 132D1 advised he was traveling northbound on Indiana State Road 149 at the intersection of County Road 875 North when he observed V2 awaiting to 
attempt a westbound turn onto County Road 875 North with V2's left turn signal activated. D1 advised he attempted to stop but was unable to avoid a collision with the rear bumper of V2.D2 advised 
she was stopped in the northbound lane of Indiana State Road 149 and waiting for southbound traffic to clear to attempt a westbound turn onto County Road 875 North with the left turn signal of V2 
activated. D2 advised she was then struck in the rear bumper of V2 by V1.Evidence at the scene including damage to both vehicles indicates the collision occurred in accordance with the statements 
provided by both drivers.

903203770 8/17/2018 12:41 AM CR875N CR875N SR149 COLLISION WITH DEER D1 was riding V1 eastbound on CR 875 N when a deer ran northbound. In an effort to avoid the deer V1 was driven off the roadway. V1 collided with a barrier and D1 was ejected from V1. D1 
sustained an injury to his left leg. V1 was towed by Joe's Towing to Portage. D1 was taken to Porter Regional Hospital by medics.

903206494 8/21/2018 6:16 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N COLLISION WITH OBJECT IN ROAD Narrative by Officer M. Steege #129Statements:D1 was traveling north on St Rd 149 just passed CR 875 N. D1 observed a tree limb begin to fall in front of V1 from the east side of the roadway. D1 
quickly slammed his brakes but was unable to avoid a collision with the branch. The branch rode up under his front bumper and also caused damage to the rear passenger side corner of the vehicle (top 
and bottom).Evidence:Evidence indicates that V1 was struck by a falling tree branch which caused damage to V1. The branch was removed from the roadway.

903220338 9/14/2018 9:11 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N RIGHT ANGLE D1 stated he was stopped on 875 N at the intersection of SR 149 and 875 N when he attempted to continued traveling westbound. D1 stated he continued through the intersection and collided with 
D2 who was traveling southbound on SR 149. D1 advised he did not see D2 traveling southbound and believed the intersection was clear. D2 stated he was traveling southbound on SR 149 near the 
intersection of 875 N when he observed D1 attempt to cross the intersection. D2 stated he attempted to avoid the collision however he was too close to the intersection and collided with D1.Evidence 
on scene is consistent with both statements. Evidence on scene indicated that D1 failed to yield the right of way to D2 resulting in the collision.

903227360 9/25/2018 7:25 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N COLLISION WITH OBJECT IN ROAD Investigation revealed the following:V1 was southbound on St Rd 149 just north of CR 875N. D1 stated that as he was driving he struck a tree that was in the roadway. D1 was unable to avoid the 
collision.**It should be noted a strong storm passed through the area causing multiple trees down in the area.**

903252770 11/3/2018 2:42 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END Narrative by Officer J. Crayne Driver 1 Statement: Driver 1 advised that he was traveling southbound ST RD 149. Driver 1 advised that he did not realize traffic had began to slow in front of his vehicle. 
Driver 1 advised that when he saw vehicle 2 stopped in the lane of traffic he swerved to the right in attempts to miss the vehicle but struck the passenger side rear bumper. Driver 2 Statement: Driver 2 
advised that she was traveling southbound ST RD 149. Driver 2 advised that the traffic had stopped in front of her because there was a vehicle turning left into a driveway. Driver 2 advised that as she 
stopped Driver 1 rear ended her vehicle. EVIDENCE: Evidence on scene indicates that the above statements are true. Driver 1 was following too close and rear ended vehicle 2 causing the crash.

903266387 11/22/2018 1:52 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N RAN OFF ROAD D1 stated he was stopped at the stop sign of westbound 875 N when he looked both ways to see if it was safe to cross. D1 stated he did not see any vehicles approaching and then began to enter the 
traffic lanes of SR 149. He stated at that time he observed D2 approaching southbound and observed her swerve off the road in order to avoid the collision. D2 stated she was traveling southbound on 
SR 149 when she observed D1 begin to enter her lane of travel. D2 stated he then ran off the roadway to avoid the collision and ran into the ditch. Evidence on scene is consistent with both statements. 
Evidence indicated that D1 failed to yield the right of way resulting in D2 having to run off the roadway in order to avoid the collision. V2 was towed from the scene by Waffco Towing to Portage Indiana.

903269892 11/29/2018 6:10 PM CR875N CR875N SR149 LEFT TURN STATEMENTSDRIVER 1 - D1 advised he was stopped in the eastbound lanes of CR 875 N at the intersection of ST RD 149 preparing to make a left turn onto ST RD 149. He advised he checked for right of 
way from both north and south bound lanes of ST RD 149 and when it was safe to proceed he started to make his left turn. D1 advised as he was making the left turn he observed V2 suddenly accelerate 
in front of V1 from the westbound lanes of CR 875 N. He advised he did not believe that V2 stopped at the stop sign and that he (D1) had the right of way as V1 had been stopped at the posted stop sign 
well before V2 arrived at the intersection. D1 advised the front driver corner panel of V1 impacted with the front driver door of V2. DRIVER 2 - D2 advised he was stopped in the westbound lanes of CR 
875 N at the intersection of ST RD 149. D2 advised V2 2 arrived at the intersection prior to V1. D2 advised V2 came to a complete stop he checked ST RD 149 for right of way before entering the 
intersection to cross over and continue westbound on CR 875 N. D2 advised as V2 was entering the intersection to cross over V1 pulled up in the eastbound lanes of CR 875 N did not stop at the posted 
stop sign and abruptly accelerated into the driver side of V2 as if attempting to make the left turn in front of V2. INVESTIGATIONDriver statements and evidence on scene indicates V1 was in the 
eastbound lanes of CR 875 N at the intersection of ST RD 149 while V2 was in the westbound lanes of CR 875 N at the intersection of ST RD 149. V2 went straight through the intersection while V1 made 
a left turn through the intersection at the same moment. The front driver corner panel of V1 impacted with the front driver door of V2.

903275019 12/7/2018 5:45 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N RAN OFF ROAD Narrative written by LT J. PraschakEVENT:On December 7 2018 at approximately 0545 hours I was dispatched to the area of 925 North State Road 149 in reference to a vehicle that had driven off the 
road and struck a pole.INVESTIGATION:Upon my arrival I observed V1 off the east side of the road. V1's front right tire was off the rim as the vehicle as it was at rest in a heavy pile of brush and small 
trees.STATEMENT:D1 stated that he was traveling northbound on State Road 149 in V1. D1 stated that the windshield was still frosted over due to the defrost and heat not working properly in V1. D1 
stated due to his lack of visibility he swerved and V1 went off the right side of the road and through a small ditch.

903284993 12/22/2018 3:35 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END STATEMENTSDRIVER 1 - D1 advised she was traveling northbound on ST RD 149 approaching the intersection of CR 875 N. D1 advised she did not observe any brake lights on V2 to indicate it was going 
to a stop. D1 advised she looked in her mirror for a moment and then when she looked back to the roadway V2 was directly ahead of V1. She applied the brake but stated V1's brakes "are bad" and she 
was unable to stop to avoid the collision. DRIVER 2 - D2 advised she was traveling northbound on ST RD 149 approaching the intersection of CR 875 N. D2 advised there are an uninvolved vehicle stopped 
on ST RD 149 directly ahead of V2 waiting to make a left turn onto CR 875 N. D2 advised she slowed V2 and began to pass the other vehicle on the right when V1 suddenly rear-ended V2. 
INVESTIGATIONDriver statements and evidence on scene indicates V1 and V2 were both northbound on ST RD 149 approaching the intersection of CR 875 N with V1 behind V2. V2 began to slow for 
another vehicle stopped to make a turn. V1 then impacted with the rear of V2.
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903285923 12/24/2018 5:19 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N RIGHT ANGLE D1 stated he was traveling east on County Road 875 N when he stopped at the stop sign at the intersection of State Road 149. D1 stated he didn't see any traffic and proceeded through the intersection 
striking V2.D2 stated he was traveling north on State Road 149 when he was approaching the intersection of County Road 875 N he observed V1 drive across both lanes causing V2 to strike V1.V1 
sustained damage to the front passengers wheel. V2 sustained damage to the front bumper and grill. V1 was towed from the scene.Evidence at the scene indicate that V1 failed to yield the right of way 
to traffic causing V2 to strike V1.

903303459 1/20/2019 1:20 PM CR875N CR875N SR149 RAN OFF ROAD D1 was very quite and unresponsive at times. D1 stated he was lost and was trying to get back to the CDL training facility and he could not keep the semi truck on the road. V1 was traveling 
westbound on CR 875 N and ran off the road thus impacting a guardrail.Evidence indicates V1 was traveling too fast for conditions and ran off the road causing V1 to impact with a guardrail.*D1 was 
transported by EMS. D1 did not advise a specific problem and did not show obvious physical injuries. D1 asked to be medically cleared and then refused to speak with EMS. EMS then made the 
decision to transport D1.

903333296 3/7/2019 1:00 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N RAN OFF ROAD D1- D1 was not at the scene when the vehicle was discovered. D1 was apprehended by another Officer on a prior call (reference 1909758) due to multiple warrants out of Lafayette. D1 while in custody 
with Officer Schafer, stated that he attempted to commit suicide by running his vehicle off the road. Evidence- Evidence at the scene indicates that V1 was traveling southbound on State Road 149, just 
north of CR 875 N. D1 then turned left (crossing the northbound lane) and ran V1 off the road, struck a CenturyTel sign, then continued into the woods on the east side of the State Road 149. V1 rotated 
and struck a tree with it's rear bumper, where the vehicle came to rest.

903348667 4/6/2019 7:30 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N HEAD ON BETWEEN TWO MOTOR VEHICLES D1 advised that she was traveling south on SR 149 north of CR 875 N. D1 advised that she observed something in the roadway so she swerved left of center into northbound traffic. V1 then struck V2 
head on who was traveling northbound.D2 advised that he was traveling north on SR 149 north of CR 875 N. V1 was traveling south towards him. V1 then swerved into the northbound lane and 
struck V2 head on. D2 advised that he did not see anything in the roadway.Evidence on scene showed that these statements were true. D1 and D2 were treated on scene and refused further 
treatment. The passenger of V1 was transported to Porter Regional Hospital for her injuries.

903352486 4/13/2019 1:10 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END Narrative By Officer R. Gosbin #94D1 stated that she was traveling North on State Road 149. D1 stated that she looked down at her GPS and when she looked back up she observed V2 stopping in traffic. 
D1 was unable to avoid a collision.D2 stated that he was traveling North on State Road 149 at the intersection of County Road 875 N. D2 stated that he was stopped awaiting traffic to clear to turn left 
onto County Road 875 N. D2 stated that the rear of V2 was impacted by the front of V1.Evidence at the scene indicated that V1 and V2 were both traveling North on State Road 149. The front of V1 
impacted the rear of V2.

903366730 5/4/2019 11:45 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N HEAD ON BETWEEN TWO MOTOR VEHICLES D1 stated that he was stopped at the intersection of County Road 875 North and State Road 149, waiting to turn north. D2 was stopped at the same intersection, facing west. D1 said that he proceeded 
into the intersection, turning northbound when D2 entered the intersection and collided with the front passenger side of his vehicle.D2 stated that he was stopped at the intersection of County Road 
875 North and State Road 149, facing west. D2 said when traffic on State Road 149 cleared, he entered the intersection, attempting to go straight across State Road 149. When he was halfway across 
State Road 149, V1 entered the intersection attempting to turn northbound. According to D2, V1 struck his vehicle on the front drivers side.The on-scene investigation revealed the cause of the crash to 
be failure to yield the right-of-way.

903387042 6/6/2019 2:54 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N RIGHT ANGLE D1 stated he was traveling westbound on CR 875 N and approached the intersection of SR 149. D1 stated he made a complete stop at the sign and looked both directions for oncoming traffic. D1 
stated he did not see any vehicles and continued straight to cross SR 149 and head westbound. D1 stated as he continued through the intersection at the last minute he saw V2 from his right side. D1 
stated he was unable to avoid a collision and V2 impacted with the passenger side of V1. D1 initially refused medical attention but after his father arrived on scene, he requested D1 to be transported 
by EMS (rig #0681) for complaint of pain to his head. The force of the impact caused V1 to spin and come to a stop in the ditch of southwest corner of the intersection. V1 sustained heavy damage to 
the passenger side and airbag deployment from the initial collision and damage to the front end from resting in the ditch after the collision.D2 stated she was traveling southbound on SR 149 in the 
area of CR 875 N. D2 stated as she was traveling southbound approaching the intersection, at the last minute she observed V1 "blow" the stop sign to attempt to cross heading westbound. D2 stated 
she immediately attempted to stop to avoid a collision but was unable to in enough time causing V2 to impact V1 in the passenger side. The force of the collision caused V2 to spin and remain in the 
middle of the intersection facing northwest. D2 and her young daughter were initially seen my EMS personnel and her daughter was cleared. D2 complained of pain to her neck and head and was 
transported for further evaluation by EMS (rig #1365). V2 sustained heavy front end damage with airbag deployment.Evidence at the scene is consistent with V1 failing to yield the right of way due to 
CR 875 having stop signs and SR 149 does not have stop signs. Both vehicles were towed due to damages and only the drivers of the vehicles were transported by EMS.

903417525 7/29/2019 11:59 AM CR875N CR875N SR149 RAN OFF ROAD D-1 stated that she was southbound on SR 149 and making a right/west turn onto 875 N when she lost control of her vehicle. V-1 went off the southwest corner and struck a Stop Sign and became stuck 
on the southside of the roadway. The stop sign then became lodged underneath V-1. Evidence at the scene showed that the roadway was wet from the rainfall and D-1 failed to slow her speed enough 
before making the turn. V-1 skidded off the southwest side of the roadway and into a stop sign on that corner. V-1 struck the stop sign with its front bumper.

903460956 10/9/2019 6:37 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N REAR END D#1 stated that he was northbound on ST RD 149 just south of CR 875 N. D#1 said that V#2 in front of him stopped because someone in front of him was going to turn left. D#1 advised he could not stop 
in time and struck the rear of V#2. D#2 said he too was northbound on ST RD 149 just south of CR 875 N. D#2 stated he stopped in traffic for a car in front of him. D#2 advised as he stopped he was 
struck in the rear by V#1. V#1 had extensive front end damage. V#2 had rear end damage.

903474984 10/30/2019 8:21 AM CR875N CR875N SR149 LEFT TURN D1 stated that he was eastbound on County Road 875 North, stopped at the intersection with State Road 149. While stopped at the stop sign, V2 turned in front of V1, causing the driver side of V2 to 
collide with the front drivers side bumper of V1.D2 stated that she was northbound on State Road 149, approaching the intersection with County Road 875 North. Upon reaching County Road 875 North, 
D2 made a left turn. During the turn the drivers side of V2 collided with the drivers side bumper of V1.The on-scene investigation revealed the cause of the crash to be failure to yield the right-of-way by 
V1. V1 had a stop sign, whereas V2 did not. V1 was also stopped completely past the stop sign, which did not leave the V2 enough room to complete the turn.

903482406 11/7/2019 4:52 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N RIGHT ANGLE D1 stated he was traveling southbound McCool approaching CR 875 N preparing to turn east on CR 875 N. D1 advised he did not see any vehicles approaching northbound McCool which would have 
impeded his path, so he initiated his turn onto CR 875 N. D1 further advised, as he was turning, he was struck on the passenger side by V2. While speaking with D1, he stated he observed vehicles 
behind V2 with headlights on, however V2 did not have headlights on.D2 stated she was traveling northbound McCool in the area of CR 875 N. D2 advised as she was approaching CR 875 N, V1 
initiated a turn from southbound McCool to eastbound CR 875 N. D2 further advised she did not have enough time to stop before striking V1 on the passenger side. When asked, D2 advised she did 
have her headlights on at the time of the crash.Evidence on scene indicates V1 turned in front of V2 from southbound McCool to eastbound CR 875 N causing V2 to strike V1. When examining the 
scene, I was unable to check if the headlights of V2 were functioning at the time of the crash due to the front end damage. I checked the tail lights of V2, and it appeared they were not on, indicating 
the headlights would not have been on at that time.

903480916 11/8/2019 7:27 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N RIGHT ANGLE D1 advised that she was traveling north on SR 149 approaching CR 875 N. She then turned west on CR 875 N. V2 was traveling south on SR 149 towards her and struck the rear passenger side of V1.D2 
advised that he was traveling south on SR 149 approaching CR 875 N. V1 was traveling north towards him. V1 then turned west on CR 875 N directly in front of him. D2 was unable to stop his vehicle and 
the front of V2 collided into the rear passenger side of V1.Evidence on scene showed that these statements were true. D1 advised that she did not have insurance on V1 yet so she was issued a citation 
for operating a vehicle without financial responsibility.

903497145 11/30/2019 3:00 AM SR149 SR149 CR875N RAN OFF ROAD I spoke with D1 via telephone. D1 advised she was traveling north on State Road 149, attempting to turn left, westbound, onto County Road 875 North. D1 advised as she went to slow down to turn, her 
vehicle began to skid, and she ran off the roadway into a ditch at the northwest corner of the intersection. D1 advised the crash occurred at 3:00 AM, and she reported it late due to not being familiar 
with reporting requirements.Evidence on scene is consistent with statement given by D1. As a result of D1 traveling too fast for roadway conditions (rain) she was unable to slow down in a timely 
manner, causing her to skid off the roadway and into a ditch. V1 sustained very heavy front end damage and was removed by Precision Towing.

903516539 12/26/2019 4:45 PM SR149 SR149 CR875N RIGHT ANGLE D1- D1 advised she was stopped at the intersection of CR 875 N and State Road 149 facing eastbound. D1 stated that she observed northbound and southbound traffic on State Road 149 and believed 
that there was no oncoming traffic. D1 advised she attempted to cross State Road 149 eastbound when V1 was struck on the front passenger side bumper by V2's front driver side bumper.D2- D2 
advised that he was traveling northbound on State Road 149 approaching the intersection with CR 875 N. D2 stated that as he approached the intersection, V1 pulled out directly in front of him. D2 
advised that he applied the brakes, but was unable to avoid striking V1's front passenger side bumper with V2's front driver side bumper.Evidence- Evidence at the scene suggests that V1 was stopped at 
the intersectin of CR 875 N and State Road 149, attempting to cross State Road 149 eastbound. V2 was traveling northbound on State Road 149 approaching the intersection with CR 875 N. V1 entered 
the intersection into oncoming traffic and was struck on the front passenger side bumper by V2's front driver side bumper.

903518598 12/31/2019 6:17 AM CR875N CR875N SR149 REAR END D1- D1 stated that he was traveling eastbound on CR 875 N approaching the intersection with State Road 149. D1 advised that as he approached the intersection, he saw V2 on the south side of the road 
not moving. D1 stated that he attempted to slow down but was unable due to the snow on the ground. V1 then struck V2 on the rear driver side bumper with it's front passenger side bumper. D2- D2 
stated that he was traveling eastbound on CR 875 N approaching the intersection with State Road 149. D2 advised that his front passenger tire left the roadway and prevented his vehicle from moving. 
D2 stated that a short time later V1 approached his vehicle and struck it on the rear driver side bumper. V2 was then pushed further off the roadway into a ditch after being struck by V1.Evidence- 
Evidence at the scene indicates V1 and V2 were eastbound on CR 875 N. V2 was on the south side of the road and stopped due to his vehicle becoming disabled. V1 was approaching V2 and was unable 
to stop due to the weather/road conditions. V1 then struck V2 on the rear driver side bumper with it's front passenger side bumper. V2 was then pushed into a ditch on the south side of CR 875 N due 
to the impact.
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902430823

4/16/2015

2030 SR149 SR149 COLLISION WITH DEER

I spoke with the driver, Kathleen Dillin. She advised she was driving north on State Road 149 on her way home from work at approximately 2030 hours on 04/16/2015. She told me she was north of US 
HWY 6 but south of Robbins road when one deer ran across the road, however she didn't make contact with it. She advised shortly after a second deer ran across the road in front of her vehicle, which 
she struck. 
I observed there to be front end damage to the vehicle and there was fur caught in the front grill.
This report was taken as a courtesy to the Porter County Sheriff's Department.  
NFATT
Ofc. K. Crook #165
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Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) County Property List for Indiana (Last Updated July 2020)

ProjectNumber SubProjectCode County Property
1800037 1800037 Porter Woodland Park
1800050 1800050 Porter Forest Park Golf Course
1800065 1800065 Porter Woodland Park
1800080 1800080 Porter Woodland Park
1800127 1800127 Porter Indiana Dunes State Park & Dunes Nature Preserve
1800130 1800130 Porter Bicentennial Park, Northside Park
1800171 1800171E Porter Indiana Dunes State Park
1800173 1800173 Porter Indiana Dunes State Park & Dunes Nature Preserve
1800270 1800270 Porter Harold Rogers Lakewood Park
1800276 1800276 Porter Imagination Glen Park
1800284 1800284 Porter Dogwood Park
1800304 1800304B Porter Moraine
1800312 1800312E Porter Indiana Dunes State Park
1800327 1800327D Porter Indiana Dunes State Park
1800349 1800349 Porter Thomas Drazer Memorial Park  & Pleasant Twp. Pool
1800363 1800363M Porter Indiana Dunes State Park
1800378 1800378B Porter Indiana Dunes State Park
1800405 1800405Q Porter Moraine Nature Preserve
1800407 1800407 Porter Imagination Glen Park
1800413 1800413L Porter Indiana Dunes State Park
1800429 1800429 Porter Indiana Dunes State Park & Dunes Nature Preserve
1800443 1800443 Porter Haven Hollow Park
1800452 1800452 Porter Sunset Hill Farm County Park
1800460 1800460 Porter Indiana Dunes State Park & Dunes Nature Preserve
1800484 1800484 Porter Prairie Duneland Trail
1800495 1800495 Porter Prairie Duneland Trail
1800498 1800498 Porter Prairie Duneland Trail
1800539 1800539 Porter Imagination Glen Park
1800591 1800591 Porter Sunset Hill Farm Park
1800624 1800624 Porter Imagination Glen Park
1800626 1800626C Porter Indiana Dunes State Park

*Park names may have changed. If acquisition of publically owned land or impacts to publically owned land is anticipated, coordination 
with IDNR, Division of Outdoor Recreation, should occur.
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6/30/2020 Census - Map Results

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/map?q=B03002&g=0500000US18127_1400000US18127050507,18127050101&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT5Y2018.B03002&mode=selection&vintage=2018&layer=V… 1/1
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6/30/2020 Census - Map Results

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/map?q=B03002&g=0500000US18127_1400000US18127050507,18127050101&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B03002&mode=selection&vintage=2018&layer=V… 1/1

Census Tract Selection Map
Geographies:
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HISPANIC OR LATINO ORIGIN BY RACE

Note: This is a modified view of the original table produced by the U.S. Census Bureau. This download or printed version may have missing information from the original table.

Table Notes

Liberty township, Porter County, Indiana Portage township, Porter County, Indiana Census Tract 501.01, Porter County, Indiana Census Tract 505.07, Porter County, Indiana

Label Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate

Total: 9,612 47,230 9,612 3,917

Not Hispanic or Latino: 8,585 39,196 8,585 3,259

White alone 8,051 33,924 8,051 2,320

Black or African American alone 269 3,592 269 710

American Indian and Alaska Native alone 0 94 0 11

Asian alone 57 524 57 101

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0 5 0 0

Some other race alone 0 30 0 0

Two or more races: 208 1,027 208 117

Two races including Some other race 0 20 0 0

Two races excluding Some other race, and three or m 208 1,007 208 117

Hispanic or Latino: 1,027 8,034 1,027 658

White alone 747 6,253 747 479

Black or African American alone 23 385 23 0

American Indian and Alaska Native alone 0 2 0 0

Asian alone 14 0 14 0

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0 30 0 0

Some other race alone 106 1,105 106 97

Two or more races: 137 259 137 82

Two races including Some other race 73 161 73 0

Two races excluding Some other race, and three or m 64 98 64 82
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COC % Minority: 9,612+47,230=56,842; 56,842-(8,051+33,924)=14,867; (14,867/56,842)*100=26.15% 
AC1 % Minority: 9,612-8,051=1,561; (1,561/9,612)*100=16.24% 
AC2 % Minority: 3,917-2,320=1,597; (1,597/3,917)*100=40.77%



HISPANIC OR LATINO ORIGIN BY RACE
Survey/Program: American Community Survey
Universe: Total population
Year: 2019
Estimates: 5-Year
Table ID: B03002

Although the American Community Survey (ACS) produces population, demographic and housing unit estimates, it is the Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program that produces and disseminates the official
estimates of the population for the nation, states, counties, cities, and towns and estimates of housing units for states and counties.


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates


Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the
90 percent margin of error. The margin of error can be interpreted roughly as providing a 90 percent probability that the interval defined by the estimate minus the margin of error and the estimate plus the margin of error (the
lower and upper confidence bounds) contains the true value. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to nonsampling error (for a discussion of nonsampling variability, see ACS Technical
Documentation). The effect of nonsampling error is not represented in these tables.


The 2015-2019 American Community Survey (ACS) data generally reflect the September 2018 Office of Management and Budget (OMB) delineations of metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas. In certain instances,
the names, codes, and boundaries of the principal cities shown in ACS tables may differ from the OMB delineation lists due to differences in the effective dates of the geographic entities.


Estimates of urban and rural populations, housing units, and characteristics reflect boundaries of urban areas defined based on Census 2010 data. As a result, data for urban and rural areas from the ACS do not necessarily
reflect the results of ongoing urbanization.


Explanation of Symbols:

An "**" entry in the margin of error column indicates that either no sample observations or too few sample observations were available to compute a standard error and thus the margin of error. A statistical test is not
appropriate.
An "-" entry in the estimate column indicates that either no sample observations or too few sample observations were available to compute an estimate, or a ratio of medians cannot be calculated because one or both
of the median estimates falls in the lowest interval or upper interval of an open-ended distribution, or the margin of error associated with a median was larger than the median itself.
An "-" following a median estimate means the median falls in the lowest interval of an open-ended distribution.
An "+" following a median estimate means the median falls in the upper interval of an open-ended distribution.
An "***" entry in the margin of error column indicates that the median falls in the lowest interval or upper interval of an open-ended distribution. A statistical test is not appropriate.
An "*****" entry in the margin of error column indicates that the estimate is controlled. A statistical test for sampling variability is not appropriate.
An "N" entry in the estimate and margin of error columns indicates that data for this geographic area cannot be displayed because the number of sample cases is too small.
An "(X)" means that the estimate is not applicable or not available.

Supporting documentation on code lists, subject definitions, data accuracy, and statistical testing can be found on the American Community Survey website in the Technical Documentation section.

Sample size and data quality measures (including coverage rates, allocation rates, and response rates) can be found on the American Community Survey website in the Methodology section.
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POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS BY SEX BY AGE

Note: This is a modified view of the original table produced by the U.S. Census Bureau. This download or printed version may have missing information from the original table.

Table Notes

Liberty township, Porter County, Indiana Portage township, Porter County, Indiana Census Tract 501.01, Porter County, Indiana Census Tract 505.07, Porter County, Indiana

Label Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate

Total: 9,363 46,864 9,363 3,917

Income in the past 12 months below poverty level: 992 7,376 992 576

Male: 374 3,010 374 224

Female: 618 4,366 618 352

Income in the past 12 months at or above poverty level: 8,371 39,488 8,371 3,341

Male: 4,378 19,605 4,378 1,554

Female: 3,993 19,883 3,993 1,787
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COC % Low Income: 9,363+46,864=56,227; 992+7,376=8,368; (8,368/56,227)*100=14.88% 
AC1 % Low Income: (992/9,363)*100=10.59% 
AC2% Low Income: (576/3,917)*100=14.70%



POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS BY SEX BY AGE
Survey/Program: American Community Survey
Universe: Population for whom poverty status is determined
Year: 2019
Estimates: 5-Year
Table ID: B17001

Although the American Community Survey (ACS) produces population, demographic and housing unit estimates, it is the Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program that produces and disseminates the official estimates of the
population for the nation, states, counties, cities, and towns and estimates of housing units for states and counties.


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates


Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the 90
percent margin of error. The margin of error can be interpreted roughly as providing a 90 percent probability that the interval defined by the estimate minus the margin of error and the estimate plus the margin of error (the lower
and upper confidence bounds) contains the true value. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to nonsampling error (for a discussion of nonsampling variability, see ACS Technical Documentation). The
effect of nonsampling error is not represented in these tables.


The 2015-2019 American Community Survey (ACS) data generally reflect the September 2018 Office of Management and Budget (OMB) delineations of metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas. In certain instances, the
names, codes, and boundaries of the principal cities shown in ACS tables may differ from the OMB delineation lists due to differences in the effective dates of the geographic entities.


Estimates of urban and rural populations, housing units, and characteristics reflect boundaries of urban areas defined based on Census 2010 data. As a result, data for urban and rural areas from the ACS do not necessarily reflect
the results of ongoing urbanization.


Explanation of Symbols:

An "**" entry in the margin of error column indicates that either no sample observations or too few sample observations were available to compute a standard error and thus the margin of error. A statistical test is not
appropriate.
An "-" entry in the estimate column indicates that either no sample observations or too few sample observations were available to compute an estimate, or a ratio of medians cannot be calculated because one or both of the
median estimates falls in the lowest interval or upper interval of an open-ended distribution, or the margin of error associated with a median was larger than the median itself.
An "-" following a median estimate means the median falls in the lowest interval of an open-ended distribution.
An "+" following a median estimate means the median falls in the upper interval of an open-ended distribution.
An "***" entry in the margin of error column indicates that the median falls in the lowest interval or upper interval of an open-ended distribution. A statistical test is not appropriate.
An "*****" entry in the margin of error column indicates that the estimate is controlled. A statistical test for sampling variability is not appropriate.
An "N" entry in the estimate and margin of error columns indicates that data for this geographic area cannot be displayed because the number of sample cases is too small.
An "(X)" means that the estimate is not applicable or not available.

Supporting documentation on code lists, subject definitions, data accuracy, and statistical testing can be found on the American Community Survey website in the Technical Documentation section.

Sample size and data quality measures (including coverage rates, allocation rates, and response rates) can be found on the American Community Survey website in the Methodology section.
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James Landry

From: Fair, Terri <TFair@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 8, 2021 11:14 AM
To: James Landry
Subject: FW: Des. 1600701, SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection Improvement - EJ Analysis
Attachments: EJ Analysis CE_Des. 1600701_7-7-21.docx

Hi, yes those are the quick changes.  The attached still shows the red change indicators. 

From: James Landry <jlandry@troyergroup.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 07, 2021 1:59 PM 
To: Fair, Terri <TFair@indot.IN.gov> 
Subject: RE: Des. 1600701, SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection Improvement - EJ Analysis 
 
**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Hi Terri,  
 
So I’ve caught back up a little bit more after my vacation and swung back around to this. It looks like the comments were 
pretty easy, so I went ahead and accepted the changes. Looks like it was a quick change in the 2nd paragraph and a 
couple of minor changes to the numbers. If there’s anything I missed, let me know.  
 
Thanks! 
James 

From: Fair, Terri <TFair@indot.IN.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 5:07 PM 
To: James Landry <jlandry@troyergroup.com> 
Subject: RE: Des. 1600701, SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection Improvement - EJ Analysis 
 
Hi James, 
 
Please find a few comments on the attached.  Also, do you have a map of the detour? 
 

From: James Landry <jlandry@troyergroup.com>  
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 4:57 PM 
To: Miller, Brandon <BraMiller1@indot.IN.gov> 
Cc: Fair, Terri <TFair@indot.IN.gov>; Bales, Ronald <rbales@indot.IN.gov> 
Subject: Des. 1600701, SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection Improvement - EJ Analysis 
 
**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Hi Brandon,  
 
Hope all is going well. I have another set of materials for an EJ analysis ready for your review. This one is for Des. 
1600701, an Intersection Improvement at SR 149 and Robbins Rd in Porter County. This one straddles a border between 
two townships again, so I took a similar approach to what we ended up going with for the previous EJ analysis I did (Des. 
1700022). The conclusions are more or less the same as well. In this case, the COC ends up being the combined Liberty 
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and Portage Townships, with two census tracts making up the ACs. Interestingly, it looks like Liberty Township and 
Census Tract 501.01 seem to be the exact same set of data. Let me know if that’s a problem and I should tweak the COCs 
or anything like that. With the combined townships it seems to be less of a problem, but I never mind switching things 
around if needed. Anyway, let me know if you guys have any comments on this.  

Thanks, 
James Landry | Manager – Environmental Services
jlandry@troyergroup.com | c 256.633.0283| troyergroup.com 
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James Landry

From: Fair, Terri <TFair@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 12:16 PM
To: James Landry
Cc: Bales, Ronald
Subject: FW: Des. 1600701, SR 149 at Robbins Rd Intersection Improvement - EJ Analysis
Attachments: EJ Analysis CE_Des. 1600701_7-7-21.docx

INDOT-Environmental Services Division (ESD) has reviewed the project information along with the Environmental Justice 
(EJ) Analysis for the above referenced project.   With the information provided, the project may require minimal right-of-
way, require no relocations, and would not disrupt community cohesion or create a physical barrier.   With the 
information provided, INDOT-ESD would not consider the impacts associated with this project as causing a 
disproportionately high and adverse effect on minority and/or low incomes populations of EJ concern relative to non EJ 
populations in accordance with the provisions of Executive Order 12898 and FHWA Order 6640.23a.  No further EJ 
Analysis is required.  
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Application #:  FW-31444-0

This Certificate of Approval is a Permit for Construction under the authority of the Indiana Flood Control Act, IC 14-28-1 
with 312 IAC 10 as administered by the Department of Natural Resources. 

Indiana Department of Transportation, Crystal Rehder, 100 North Senate Avenue, Room 758-
ES, Indianapolis, IN 46204

Approval Issued To:

Approval Issued By: Mail Date:  4/12/2022

PROJECT INFORMATION:

Waterbody:  Salt Creek County:  Porter

Project Description Narrative:  This project (INDOT Des. No. 1600701) will install a center turn lane on State Road 149 
through the project area for traffic turning from SR 149 onto Robbins Road. Additionally, the vertical grade of SR 149 will 
be corrected to allow for greater sight distance for cars turning from Robbins Road onto SR 149. This will require 
regrading of the pavement and roadside corridor from approximately 900' south of the intersection to 920' north. A portion 
of this regrading will extend into the regulatory floodway of Salt Creek. In order to create stable sideslopes at an 
appropriate slope ratio, approximately 12.5 cubic yards will be excavated from the floodway of Salt Creek adjacent to the 
guardrail for the southern approach to the SR 149 bridge over Salt Creek. It will be replaced with 12.8 cubic yards of 
revetment riprap placed at a depth of 18". The impacted area will be a roughly 6.25' by 67.1' irregularly shaped area, with 
a total area of 0.006 acre. This excavation and riprap placement will require the clearing of 0.006 acre of trees from the 
regulatory floodway of Salt Creek. Disturbed areas below the base flood elevation will be reseeded with INDOT 
Floodplain Seed Mix. No work will take place on the SR 149 structure over Salt Creek. All guardrail work will be limited to 
the southern approach to the SR 149 Salt Creek structure, and will not impact the floodway.

Project Location:  Approximately 175' upstream from the State Road 149 stream crossing along the west bank near 
Portage

PERMIT CONDITIONS:

State of Indiana
Department of Natural Resources

CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL

Jordan Smithers, CFM, Division of Water

Permit Effective Date:  04/30/2022 Permit Expiration Date:  04/13/2027

Pursuant to IC 4-21.5-3-5(f), this Permit becomes Effective eighteen (18) days from the Mail Date to provide a stay 
period for a Petition for Administrative Review with the Indiana Natural Resources Commission, Division of Hearings.  
Initiating construction authorized in this Permit prior to the Permit Effective Date constitutes a violation.  This Permit is 
only valid until the Permit Expiration Date.
This Permit may be renewed one (1) time if a written request is received at the DNR, Division of Water, prior to the 
Permit Expiration Date.

Page 1 of 3

 
 

Appendix I-24



1) Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas within the project area using a mixture of grasses (excluding all varieties of 
tall fescue), sedges, wildflowers, shrubs, and trees native to Northern Indiana and specifically for stream bank/floodway 
stabilization purposes as soon as possible upon completion.
2) Minimize and contain within the project limits all tree and brush clearing.
3) Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bat or Northern Long-eared bat roosting (greater than 5 inches dbh, living or 
dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks, crevices, or cavities) from April 1 through September 30.
4) Do not use broken concrete as riprap.
5) All excavated material must be properly spread or completely removed from the project site such that erosion and off-
site sedimentation of the material is prevented.
6) Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be implemented to prevent sediment from 
entering the waterbody or leaving the construction site; maintain these measures until construction is complete and all 
disturbed areas are stabilized.
7) Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other methods that are 3:1 or steeper with 
erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty, biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting 
to minimize the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles (follow manufacturer's 
recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply mulch on all other disturbed areas.
8) Do not excavate or place fill in any riparian wetland.
9) * Note: For regulatory purposes, the floodway is defined on the attached Floodway Map.
10) Except for the material used as backfill as shown on the plans submitted for the permit application, place all 
excavated material landward of the floodway*.
11) Do not leave felled trees, brush, or other debris in the floodway*.
12) All riprap placed for bank stabilization must conform to the bank.
13) Upon completion of the project, remove all construction debris from the floodway*.
14) All riprap placed for bank stabilization must conform to the bank.

Certificate of Approval Attachments:  Floodplain Map.pdf

RIGHT TO ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW:

This Certificate of Approval is valid only if the construction project is in compliance with all Conditions in this Permit.

DNR PROJECT SPECIFIC PERMIT CONDITIONS

DNR PROJECT GENERAL PERMIT CONDITIONS

1) Any modifications or additional construction beyond what was shown on plans received at the Division of Water shall 
require an additional review and approval from the Department of Natural Resources.

2) This Permit must be posted and maintained at the project site until the project is completed.

3) This Permit shall not be assigned or transferred without the prior written approval of the Department of Natural 
Resources.

4) If any prehistoric or historic archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, 
or earthmoving activities, state law (IC 14-21-1-27 and 29) requires that the discovery must be reported to the 
Department of Natural Resources within two (2) business days.

5) This Permit may be revoked by the Department of Natural Resources for violation of any condition or applicable 
statute or rule. 

6) The Department of Natural Resources shall have the right to enter upon the site of the permitted activity for the 
purpose of inspecting the work authorized under this Permit.

Page 2 of 3
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A party may appeal this Department of Natural Resources Action through the administrative review procedures found in 
the Administrative Orders and Procedures Act, IC 4-21.5, and the rules promulgated thereunder 312 IAC 3-1.  If an 
appeal is filed, the final agency determination will be made by the Natural Resources Commission following a legal 
proceeding conducted before an Administrative Law Judge. The Department of Natural Resources will be represented by 
legal counsel at all stages of administrative review.

In order to obtain an administrative review, a written petition must be filed with the Division of Hearings within 18 days of 
the Mail Date of the Action.  The petition must contain specific reasons for the appeal and indicate the portion or portions 
of the project to which the appeal pertains.  The petition must be addressed to the Division of Hearings, Indiana 
Government Center North, Room N103, 100 North Senate Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

ADDITIONAL PERMITTING AGENCIES:

This is not a waiver of any local ordinance or other state or federal law and does not relieve the permittee of any liability 
for the effects which the project may have upon the safety of the life or property of others.

This does not relieve the permittee of the responsibility of obtaining permits, approvals, easements, etc. under other 
regulatory programs administered by, but not limited to, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, County Drainage Board, 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management and local, city, or county floodplain management, planning or zoning 
commissions.

SERVICE LIST:

Applicant(s):
Indiana Department of Transportation, Crystal Rehder, 100 North Senate Avenue, Room 758-ES, Indianapolis, IN 46204

Agent(s):
Troyer Group, James Landry, 3930 Edison Lakes Parkway, Mishawaka, IN 46545

Adjacent Landowners and Interested Parties:
Bob Thompson, 155 Indiana Avenue, Suite 311, Valparaiso, IN 46383
Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission, Dan Repay, 900 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321
Shaw and Liliana Scott, 279 West 875 North, Valparaiso, IN 46385
Catherine Johnson, 892 North State Road 149, Valparaiso, IN 46385
Gerald Kilch, 259 West 875 North, Valparaiso, IN 46385
Milton and Miriam Glovatskty, 302 West 875 North, Valparaiso, IN 46385

Courtesy Notification:
US Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District, 231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60604
Porter County SWCD, 2602 Chicago Street, Suite 300, Valparaiso, IN 46383
Porter County Drainage Board, County Surveyor, 155 Indiana Avenue, Suite 303, Valparaiso, IN 46383
IDNR Law Enforcement District 10, 100 West Water Street, Michigan City, IN 46360
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